
A creative approach to the 
revitalization of the shopping mall
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37 km, via State Highway 58 
and State Highway 1

Porirua and Cannons Creek
https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesnz/35016894203

State houses 1950s
https://nzhistory.govt.nz/media/photo/state-houses-in-porirua-east-1950s

State houses 1950s
https://www.flickr.com/photos/archivesnz/21665740286
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Porirua 
harbour 
shoreline, 
1942.

Shoreline 
reclamation, 
reshaping of the 
urban landscape
In addition to 
sediment, urban 
development 
added chemical 
and biological 
contaminants and 
nutrients, together 
with toxins from 
urban run off.

Porirua railway 
station, opened 21 
September 1885, 
Rebuilt in 1960.

Johnsonville-Porirua 
Motorway, 
State Highwway 1, 
completed in 1956.

East of the motoroway, 
farmland planned 2700 
state housing, forming 
Porirua East and 
Cannons Creek.

Shade canopy 
removed due 
to survelliance 
and  safety 
issues with the 
community.

Porirua Stream,
shallow waterbody

Aotea, 
Porirua, 
established 
more housing 
in 2004 
with Carrus 
Developments 
for its growing 
population.
Now Aotea is 
a subrub that 
houses more 
then 1000 
homes.
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2018 Census for Porirua2018 Census for Porirua

Number of people

56,55956,559
Median age

35 years35 years

2048 Population estimates and projections for Porirua City, New Zealand2048 Population estimates and projections for Porirua City, New Zealand

High Population

82,70082,700
Low Population

60,70060,700
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Socioeconomic deprivation in PoriruaSocioeconomic deprivation in Porirua





Carparks

Buildings

Mega Centre in Porirua

“the ugliness and 

discomfort of the land 

wasting seas of parking... 

the death blow to the 

already suffering city 

centres by dragging the 

last remaining activities 

out of them. ”
~ Victor Gruen



Bland + BrandingBland + Branding



Flatness in the city



North City Shopping Centre
“Porirua  Mall”









Lines + Voids + Soilds

Balance

Movement Depth

Positive + negative



Amoeboid gouache of  the rooftop garden at the Ministry of  Education and 
Health, 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
1938

Burle Marx Landscape Design Studio, Le Corbusier
https://www.architectural-review.com/essays/reputations/roberto-burle-marx-1909-1994

    



Amoeboid gouache of  the rooftop garden at the Ministry of  Education and 
Health, 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
1938

Burle Marx Landscape Design Studio, Le Corbusier
https://www.architectural-review.com/essays/reputations/roberto-burle-marx-1909-1994

“We should always try to understand the mutations and variations in nature 
and the light, sounds and perfumes that stir our emotions.”

    



Dance
1910

Oil paint,
State Hermitage Museum (since 1948), The Museum of Modern Art

https://blog.artsper.com/en/a-closer-look/art-analysis-dance-by-henri-matisse/



Guernica
1937

Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía
https://edition.cnn.com/style/article/famous-picasso-paintings/index.html



Pastels and watercolourMDF models



From Art to Architecture?
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Southdale Centre, Minnesota, 1956

Exterior of  Southdale Centre, surrounded by carparks



Project Type
Mixed-use, Retail, Residential

Location
Mong Kok, Hong Kong

Architect
Wong & Quyang (HK) LTD,

Architects & Engineers

Size
167,000m2

https://www.jerde.com/projects/8033/langham-place



Units
90 Retail stores

11 Office

Car parks
176 Supermarket

17 Disabled carpark
912 Shopping mall

Site Boundary
40,300m2

Building footprint
37,000m2
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PARKING
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Site coverageSite coverage

Site boundary 40,300m2
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Site Coverage

Parking

Revitalizing the cityRevitalizing the city

Site Issues
Location - proximity
Accessibility - pedestrian
Programs / Activities
Vehicle reliance - Car parks
Big Box Retail building footprint
Unappealing “bland” architecture - safety
Versitile structure
No inner city living
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Office iso
1
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Box Apartment on mall iso
2

Phase.

01
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02
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03
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04



Still Life with Objects
1923

Villa Savoye rooftop
1931 

Plan of  Chandigarh
1951

Kangaroo Chair
1955-1956

Chair
1950



Clumsy to detail?

Depth + perspective

Circulation

Lines + Voids + Soilds

Positive + negative



Hybrid
Design

Circulation

Inconsistiency

FlexibilityVibrancy

Lines, void, solid, positive and negative

Community,
making space

Versitility of structure, 
program

and function

Experiential journey
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Rooftop garden

Bike path

Workspaces

Flexible programs
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Versitile structure

Residencies

 A Vertical city

Educational





Intergenerational unit
276m², 5 bed, 2 storey

Intergenerational unit
276m², 5 bed, 2 storey

Maisonette  unit 
Live+work

142m², 1 bed, 2 storey

Maisonette  unit 
Live+work

142m², 1 bed, 2 storey

Flat unit
139m², 3 bed, 1 storey

Flat unit
139m², 3 bed, 1 storey

Studio unit
38m², 1 bed, 1 storey

Communal balcony
10m²

Core
Vertical circulation



--

- -

-

-

70 m²
Core

136 m²
Intergenerational

138 m²
Flat

71 m²
Maisonette

136 m²
Intergenerational

71 m²
Maisonette

138 m²
Flat

38 m²
Studio

38 m²
Studio

Building Area Legend

Core

Flat

Intergenerational

Maisonette

Studio

TOTAL GROSS FLOOR AREA
Flat = 139m2

Studio = 38m2

Maisonette = 142m2

Intergenerational = 276m216.7m2

3.4m2

47.9m2

16.7m2

2.4m2

3.4m2

Outdoor living/deck area m2

9/07/2022 9:20:14 PM

TYPOLOGIES1 : 200
Level 2

1

--

- -

-

-

70 m²
Core

136 m²
Intergenerational

138 m²
Flat

71 m²
Maisonette

136 m²
Intergenerational

71 m²
Maisonette

138 m²
Flat

38 m²
Studio

38 m²
Studio

Building Area Legend

Core

Flat

Intergenerational

Maisonette

Studio

TOTAL GROSS FLOOR AREA
Flat = 139m2

Studio = 38m2

Maisonette = 142m2

Intergenerational = 276m216.7m2

3.4m2

47.9m2

16.7m2

2.4m2

3.4m2

Outdoor living/deck area m2

9/07/2022 9:20:14 PM

TYPOLOGIES1 : 200
Level 2

1

3/07/2022 2:26:34 PM

Apartment interior hallway
section1

Level 1

Level 1

Level 2

Level 2

4x4m

Apartment
1:200

975m²
Intergenerational unit, Masionette Studio, Flat unit, Studio, Communal garden
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1 : 200

Level 4
1

Level 4
1:200 Restaurant + Auditorium

10x 10m
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