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lNTRODUCT ION. 

•••••• So do I newer you; 

The poun of fl h which I nd of hi 

le dearly ought, ie ine, and I will have it; 

If you deny , fie upon 7our lawl 

There is no force in the decree of V le :-

I stand or Ju m nt: 

( ro nt of enice 4 c.l) 

Edith E. Read 
ft 

ford ( 1) in • A pl a for a closer study of 

Child Life• write eignific ntly " bat 1 this ideal w 

hav in our ind of the kind of n ~r wo n·we want the 

child un er ur care to beco ? our ideal n must be 

citizen and a orker 0 n. He uat be honest in 

endeavour and generous in ppreciation of other: atrong-

willed, large ·he rted, large minded and large-souled. The 

children of today re the citizens of to- orrow. A rce of 

sturdy strong-willed kind and thoughtful children is th 

highest reeult of a tion•s gre tn s and th bat 

guar nte of it fut r pro per!ty." 

Today . re t· n e1·er., is the ide l express d by 

Ku ford to be de ired. Mod rn eiY111aed society s 

deYelop d an •imper o lity• and re ot ne s ~ro the sic 

re liti of lif to n xtent not conceiv d of in previo a 

ages. 

llas (2) accurately ob rYe • n find the 

s lYes worki 

*p e 1. 

nd thinking nd fe li in relation to an 
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9. 
he children playi in the school. ·1nvestig tor 

growid n 

a tor ls, r 

in th ir clas l'OO 

carefully to 

tio a fair p 

acti'viti a wer 

heir xpr ea d opinion 

¥ gen rally. Childr n 

si il rly clo ly 

O s rT d. Thi is larg ly t chni u loyed y u an 

I c • \6) 

act1Y1t1 obe rved in this c nn ction 

F ot 11, rble an incidental chil -actiTiti • 

r Cricket, 

On t e 

way to and fr~ cho ~ tb it r would 

con er tio with childr n of iff ring ge would 

e point of 

thod proved t 

co 

of 

er u.po otion n activities 

he ju tice involv din th • 

ro 
his 

best of the three b cause by its 

behin t child' nswer o 

ns th underlyi 

be reve led. All t 

na.l.y d, any significant di cu &ions w re not d and 

conclusio bel bl11 ted .. 

D. T r ult fro thes three etho 0 proc dure 

iew 

otive 

Ting b n analysed, the conclusions ere no co pared one 

with ano her, any ifferences r r nts being not d. On 

a io of this ly is. fina.1 co clu ions ere dra s to 

the d e op nt oft otion of jaetice o children. 

• i lly tb pr ctical ignific nee oft ee conclu 1o s 

as consid r d and an tt t de to show ho ducation as 

hole c n be bett r 

star.1dard of Ju tic • 

ployed to develop ore eleYat d 
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12. 

one another and have devoted themselves t.o a co on 

purpose •••• And in gro ing to its f1 1 for the body eems 

to aho only in a le s degr & than the ind the sa 

uali y of self-d termi tion. 

The re ulte of investi~at ions c rried on by an 

increasing comp~ny of or e.rs ha fiorded considerable 

evidence for belief in this principl of autonomy. 

of the most tYJ)ical of thes investigations into this 

field of ree arch as Nunn points out as one conducted by 

Profe sor R.S. J nning of Pennsylvania University. (11) 

The lu of hie result i enhanced ~h nit ie realised 

t his fir t investigations ·ere guided by the ecban1.stio 

concep~ion o~ l.1fe. He i2 aomp l.led to the one luaion( 12) 

fter closely inveetigating the life of micro-organisms 

that "the humbl.est creature is 1.1tonomous". And th1 

conclusion ls ~ully up~or ed by auch competent ob ervers 

Bergeon, (13) bre (14) nd the Peckha a.(i5). 
This principle o! utonomy or self-determination le of 

deepe t aigniric nee in ny grouR of living organisms since 
. 

it i ob iou that in the achieving of thi autonolQY inter• 

este 111 frequently conf l ict. But in this th~sis t 

pri e cone rn 1 with activities and strivine; of n, and 

it now re ins to sho briefl.-y th ef:t'ect of this prineipl 

of self-deter ination in a gToup o:r utonomoue hu n beings. 

It is obvi.oua t t in a group of elf-deter ini b n 

beings, nife tation of hormic energy will clash. If 

every individual io pri rlly otivated by a dewir for the 

re liaation of elf~ then conflict is inevitable. It is 
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14. 

that others ve rights. lien the nnoy nee I fe l when 

my r1ghis are disregarded 1 ads to co pr h nd that 

oth rs ust surfer in the ea e way if I di r gard or 

d troy their right , then t n xt step in th develop n 

of Juetic occurs when J. l arn to 1'or ear i nicti po 

oth r th se i,ains or annoyanc a I m..vaelf dis1ike .(18) 

Th a by ' ustic " e u-et underat nd to ean t t 

attit of id which reco nia at tin the pursuit of 

one' o n ends, th ends 01· othera llet be qually re arded. 



SECTIO "A" ~UlOIARY OF oTHER I ,TIGATIO n . 

In this section the p rpose ia to 

o pre~io s investigations de into the qu tion ot 
children's notion of jQstice. Ting outlined the in 
concl.usion obt in d from such investigation these ill 
then ~or the ba is for a oorn,pari on ·ith the reaulta . 
obt 1ned by the r1ter, outi1ned in th follo 1n? ctio 
of thi th si. 

'Pb ritit ~ 1 1909 discovered s e int te ting 
faota ooncerning t e tur of the ehilu hicn re 
f 11 ;-(19) 

(1) Th~ young ch11d ie a b 113. 
(2) The notion of J ~ice ts devel peu y co endatio 

nd cenoure. 

(3) Children take no accounu of talents or 
r ig-hta. 

r ditary 

(4) ~ ere ia a gradual development of considerat i ons 
1 motive 

(5) ith d velopoc~t, ooneiderations o! equity come to b 
de especi lly ;ith regard to aiokneso, s llneas, 

k ess or g • 

bu.lby{2) r1ting a fe ye· ..ua.Jer7 i 1916 found as 
result of his · ork:• 

(l) Te germ of. t 

e e id to di cloe 

eeks of life. 

instinct o ttaohment to society 

itael in a ruae form in the fir t 

(2) There ia revealed here a v ue ina.rticulat ki nd of 
syurp thy - a feeling of onene • 

y 



16. 
(3) Children re ard a large part of their corrections !or 

tter of course. ughtin as as a 

Rob rt C:lark ( 21) de n in eetigation into children's 
e nti nt of honour, u ing the same echnique ae Pi get. 
The hildren h etu ied, ho ver, were on the average much 
old r than those tudted y Piaget. Hi in 1'ind1ngs ere 
thr e in number: 

(l) The a wers indicate th influeno of ho 
{2) Before nd during e rly adolescence girl 
sense of mo~ lity t n boy. 

lit • 

ve 

(3) Children h n "placed o honour ill tend to act 
ace ording1y. 

finer 

others who have inve tigat d the a e subJect includ 
utherland (22) e uasen. (23) Dr ond.(24) P tera,(25) 

U' do,(26) P iaget,(27) nd I aace.·(28) . Tb to who can 
ju tly claim priority in this !1 ld of inT st~gation re 
Piaget and Is c • . oth these inve tigators have 1ntens1 e-
ly tudi child-nature and v brought to t n:y 
v l ble and inte~eating .facts concerning it. 

Piaget•a tho • pr viou ly .xplaine~ in detail, aa 
to submit to children tor1es portray1n 1 idents whiob 
involved oral choice. Piaget by this n, investigated 
»ecific ap et of the notion of Justice, .g. I nent 

Ju tiee, Ju tice between ohildre etc. 
Hi general oonolu ions, after exa ining all the results of 
hi inve ti tions into these v rious pha e of justic, 
w re t there ,re tbre in great periods in the 
de lop nt ot the c a pt of Ju tiee.(29) 
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17. 
l-7 or 8.. In this erio Juctice is subordinated 

to adult athority. 

II 8 - 11. Appearance of Equalitarianism. 

III ll - 12. .At this stage eonsiderat ions of equity 

rise. 

Piaget found that "the purely individ l ele nts of 

moraiity could be tr ced eit er to the f eling of respect 

felt by the younger for the plder childreq hich explained 

the gencei of conscienc and duty, or to the feelings of 

oy athy felt by the child for those aroun hi which e 

c o eration ;po sible. 

The other inveetigator of import nee into this field• 

Sucan Isaacs. obtained her material fro to in sources :-

(a) The yeteOU1tic obs rvation of chi1dren in school. 

(b) Incidental ob er ationa of children in their ordinary 

rel tion£. 

laaac iocovered ao re nr s ea:rlJ life.:-

(1) The paay of young children consifte of congeries of 

indiviaual phant lee. 

(2) ~ometi es th~ce oYerlap and group life occurs. 

(3) They thuc dieoover the b n fit of u u l upport. 

(4) In the be innin it; 1. implicitly asau ed" t 

will accept the assigned no1e; hen thi a eu ption 
is rudely sh ken. the children try to enforce 
their ishen by thre ts or actu l att ck or by 

b ibes an appealt of one sort nd anoth r. 
(5) There is a considerable amount of ont QI OU a 

in such s ll children coming fro good ho e • 
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IV. Give no hint 

questio s should b 

hat oever as to the ay in which 

new red. 

v. Collect the papers an tabulate the nswer. A lyee 

n va1uat these na r 

con lusions. 

ttin out cle rly th 

In the c ae of the you er children. thoe aged 5 - 7 
ye r, individ al childr n re questio d nd their n era 

wrttten down tog ther with ny upple ntary re sons for 
thee • 

The first pect of the notion of J· stice which s 

inv stigated we that of children's ttitude to ard th 
a Yerity of punish ente. 

wer told:-
or this the follow1 storieo 

I. A little boy wa plying in hi roo. His other a ked 

hi to get the bred for the d 

w n inner t1 ea th re 

r. 

s no bread. 

did not go, and 

Hi father a 
di ple d nd. thought of thr e pos ible puni enta. 
{ l.) ot t llow the boy to go to the picture • 
(2) Bot to let the boy have ny br ad toe t. 
(3) Do the ame 0 th boy h n h • nted help, hich of 
th se a the t ir at puni n\. 

II. Jo ny bad not done his h work nd told the teac r 
t t h had been ick. 

three po ei le puni 
ltio father found out nd thought of 

{l) . 

(2) 

nt. 

k tb boy copy out poe .fifty ti 

Treat the boy as if hew re really 111. 
t bed. 

(3) - ot to b lieTe th boy i future. 
Which was the fairest punishment? 

nd put hi 
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50. 
(2) Chil ren cede priority top rents. 

(3) Ch11dr n cede riority to adults. 

en 1th children 1n the oldest ge-group, adults are 

placed first bee u e of their superior age and experienc. A 
further point of intere t is that even re the children 

appear to ane er against the priority of adult , the adult 

figure can be seen loo in in the background. 

E. g. Boy 12. " o - parent ( own) cannot it • ., 

Girl 10. o - you ould get a hiding . wh n you got ho e for 
bei so slow.• 

TABLE XVI. TABLE 

Age ex % Affir tive % Neg tiTe 
7-9 Boy ;:.oo 11 Girl 100 il 
10 Boy 100 il Girl 75 25 
11 :Boy 76 25 Girl 7, 25' 
12 Boy 70 30 Girl 63 37 
13 Boy 70 30 Girl 50 50 

In this table the results for both boys and girle are 
cont nt up tote e of puberty in girls. Th difference 
to rde adults in the case of girls sho a a consider ble 

decrease for the years 12 and 13, while the boye re in 

unchan ed in their attitud. I this not due to a a ening x 
eonaciou ne of girl and clai for s x pri ile ? Orie 
it due to increasing eocial con id ration becaus of 

pro chin wo nhood? 

1th incre 



deference assigned to adults. 

(2) This decrease is insignificant, the a ult figure loo ing 

prominently in the mind of the children of eYen the oldest 

e-groups. 

(3) Tb re is rairly con tant relationehip bet een the figures 

for the boys and girl, the girl sho 1 tendency to resist 

the priority of dults in the 12 a nd 13 group ore t n boys. 

(i) JUST ICE BET N CHILDREN. 

I. There a a big boy in a chool once who aa beat1n a 

s ller boy. Th littl one could not hit back because he as 

nots rong nough. 5o one d y, during the recreational period 

he hi the big boy's apple a nd roll in the cupboard. hat do 

you think of tba\? 

A ta le giving t he re u1te upon percentage ba ie 

a ppe rs b lo: 

Table XVII. 

6-8 

9 
10 

ll 

12 

13 

JU...,T I 

%Action Fair 
100 

95 
84 
86 

59 
55 

'° Action unfair. 

il 

5 
16 
14 

41 

45 
wh n evaluating these results it is necessary to k ep 

constantly in mind, the principles in'Yolved in the tory. Te 

percentage of answers indicating that the s 11 boy• action 

as Just, is throughout very high. The factor which influenced 

the tone of the answers, as the replie de nifest, wa t he 

suggestion of smallneso or eaknea ot one of the boys. 



Th jority co idercd that only in this ay could the littl 

boy prevent the bigger boy fro bullying hi But it is 

eurprisin to find that boys of 12 and 13 t nd lee to see an 

el ment of justice in the s 11 boy• ct1on. Typical answer 

ar s :follo s:-

Boz 10. "lt a fair. The little boy d no other Y• 
. Boz 10. "It wa f ir .. He was a b bully." 

A few an era stre s d the punish nt aspect:-

Bo:,:: 11. "Ye .. it WO ld be a good punishment.• 

Bo.t 13. "Yes - it would be good ay to g t even." 

Table XVIII TABLE SRO'¥ lNG SEX DI 
Age ~z % Action fair % Action 

8 Boy 100 Nil 
Girl 100 .. 

9 Boy 100 u 
Girl 100 " 

10 Boy l " Girl 91 9 
11 Boy 100 11 

Girl 86 14 

12 Boy 100 11 
Girl 94 6 

13 Boy 89 11 
Girl 75 25 

This table er ly e rs out the cone ueion of the prev io11s 

te.bl.e. The high~ rcentag 11 roun in fa'four of retaliation 
indicates t t where there is so ine-qu llty e:xi t nt, in the 
for of a physical defect• the childrerl s y thy is roused, 
both in the cas of boy nd irls. n a pereo 1 !front B 

be n receiY d 1 t child 1 1 ~ed with but one thou t -
reta.liat ion. 

(1) The str ngth of the ego i very rked. 



53. 
The child of a11 ages is oeentially an individualist. A person-

al !front ust b av nged by retaliation in a like nner. 

(2) Feelings of sympathy• are in e idence a the age of 6. 
(3) ihere the affront is a personal tter, there is in evidence 

vindictive frame of ind hioh st 1 re liation at 

all co ta. 

(J) 2;S~~~::'.!....;~~~..::#:,eB:.:,:"• 

1th thi the investigation c ncluded this 

section i completed and it no re ins to discuss th whole 

field of enquiry, a see hat general conclusions can be 

dr wn fro it. 

In the fir t place, he chil i sees, 1 dependent u n 

a social edium in o der to evelop hi mental outlook. l the 

way throu h the inve ti ation t he child refers to oert in bases 

of con uot a if tb y ere ultimate, but hich in reality are 

due to adult teachi , e • • , •1t is nners • °Children should 

give y to adults- etc. 

The adult figure bulks rgely in the child' in even in 1 

the older age group. Inc rtain situations, ho eTer, his 

figure is brought ore forcibly into the focus of tb child's 

attention. Thus though this adult predo inance can e observed 

at all tages, it is especiall7 din the answers to the 

questions dealing pri rily 1th adult. Th adult, esp cially 

the parent, is the one ho 1s pri rily respon ible forth 

child's oral. outlook. The as era sho that in th eneral 

run of C se t Child's thought and actions re overne 

do inantly by this factor. 

T ere is in evidence a distinct la 

dev lopment of the notion of J~ tice. 

of volution in the 

o Ting a fear of 
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55. 
Boys sho a stro er desire for equality of tre tent than girls. 

and sy athy is quickly arou ed over ome physical ineq lity 

such as smallness. 

The chil of otder years desires reason to be provided 

for oral nctions and if euch a reason is supplied, he ia 

satiefie. cons quence o s, t or lity of the older 

chil ren ie uch more firmly tablisv~d a ore reliable tb n 

that of th you er childr n. 

Su i ed, the mo t significant facts re the :-

(l) The child of all ges 1 an indi idualist. 

(2} By t ge of 6 h hae developed notions of •right and 

• on • 

(3) These idea de loI,> as a re ult of ttpubli-c opinion" hich h 

ncount re throu ht the outlook of his parenta ;ho are 

·representative of this opinion. 

(4) Hi rincipl o au onomy" 1 ev r t conflic 1th these 

i po ed re trlotion . 

(5) He realises, as aocial experience nlarg s, the.t 

is nece e ry. This reve ls 1 ts l.f a. de eloping fro 11. 

(6) urth r o of outlo k occurs at about the a of 

ll or 12. 

(7) The child no QO ee to disregard ere expiation nd eYen o 

transcen the oral la i hie judgmenta of others. q ity 

con iderationa are no in evid nee to a rked extent. 



UETHOD c•. (a) PERSONAL OBSERVATION. 

In this action there will be recorded the results of 

the writer*a personal obaervation.o-£ children in their 

everyday activiti sin the schoolroom and school play-ground. 

Incident I. (Children aged 6 and 7 at the Blackboard.) 

J. Giv me your chair G. I can't reach." 

G. • o." (they stru gle for the chair) 

Teacher "0, why won•t you give your chair to J?• 

G. I did not ant to give it to him. he could easily have 

go another one. This ie !!._I • 

Incident II. {:Boy co laining bout che ting.) 

Teaohex by do you not like cheating•?" 

• • ell, I o ldn•t mind hi c 
g me. 

ing if he didn't win the 

Incident III (Two children at :Blackbo rd 7-8). 

Teacher ~ y didn't you give your chalk to K when 

aske you? 

A. "13 c use I as using it myself 

Teacher ., 'ae that fair? u 

• 

Te cher by? 

A. "'.Bee use I w s usi it myself. 

I cident IV. (Child p ying at being teac r.) 

A. Stop playing. d th re•s nothi to laugh t either." 

(hits off nder hard ith etic .) 

lncid nt V. (Group of boys alking 10 and ll). 

J. (indig ntly} ~ charges marble for a ride on lis 



le • 

• ea - its not fir.• 

•• "Ye - I ean get a ride for nothing any da • tt 

T cher 1 n't it f a ir? • 

• ec u e you can get ride for nothin an here ela • " 

Incident VI. ( u ationing group playing r le 10-1.1). 

T cher by do you have rt.ll.es? 

A. "l3e au e everyon ould oheat if you did not. • 

T acher 11 bat ould it tter? • 

ell - you ould los your rblee. 

Incident II. (Boys t Cricket practio .) 

• •co back J. That's n t fair going ho ae oon 
s you have hn.d yo~r trike.• 

J. I v to go a 

E. "T t 1 not fair. 

bo 1. 

Incident VlII. (Boy 

will have no one to iv u 

at Cricket tch tch ing their 
tea batting). 

"Goo hot. Four more for the team. I think we'll bet 
the • 

"Your turn next J. eep your end up until e've p ssed 
their scor • 

A:.:.:.ft~. e;:.:r:.....;t::.::h::e;.....::=-:t;.;:::;c.;;;;;h• •Ho did I .Play o ir? Did I b t ell? 

as I good enough? " etc. 

(Boye playi football) 
n . ttp 8 he b 11 OU, Don•t on to it o uch.: 

•I thou ht I d god chance or scoring. 



s. el.1 1 don't be so selfish next time.• 

•• Kind your own busin sa.• 

Incid nt g. (Football tch Ju.st when try has b ·en cored). 

noood try H. e ought to beat them now. Coe on - one ore 

try - play up boys.• 

Incident XI. (Football match in which a boy ho has previous}; 

been playing w ll, allows an oppon nt to score.) 

He i so ndly co de by the whole te 

• hat• . the tter with you J. C n•t you tackl ?• 

That's no good, Ying player like t tin theta. 

Letting the team don like thatl • 

II. (Two boye 9 P i rbl s) 

•You're o a i • Put that marbl.e C 
,. 

• •I wa n•t che tin. I on't put it back. " 

They t rt fighti , a nd continue for ile. 

Let•e tat a gain, and this ti no cbe i • • 

I. "Alright - but I en•t cheating la t tie.• 

Alright. e'll etart ag in,. 

Boy finish th ir ga p ce bly. 

(b) ALYSIS 0 SOLTS. 

Here ar a dozen typical incident 

which the riter obserYed. 

el oted rr those 

bat light n be thrown fro thee incidents upon 

children's ideas on Justice? Ther incid nts are 

typical of ll the cases ob erv d and the co clusion 

obt ined i:ll. be applicable tote wh le seri a of inciden 
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ir t. the writer foWld tbat tb predo 1 ting notion 

throughout the whole series of incidents s that •f 

self-regard•. In almost very situ tion ob ervet, thia 

senti ent is. 1'ound to exi t in one form or another, t ie 

ad ittedly ore pronounced in the oa e of young ch:1dr n. 

Answers such as •1 won't give it up because it is...!!!!.• 

bring out the fact oft e do inaace of the egoff 11 the 

child's ture. 

n with the older children ho ever• thi •e,o can 

be observed. In the case of the Cricket Practice .ncident, 

the boy wanted the other one to stay eo t t he hi1self 

would benefit. He included the others and said .!. won't 

have nyone to give us bowl .. " but he as pri r l.y 

concerned about himself and. feared that !!!_ was go to 

b the los r. 

It is t ·o be observed. ho ever, that such an inident 

reveals the fact that the children, through actual 

experience, are coming to reulise their mutual int d 

Justice to this child (9-10) means t honouring o tb.J>se 

oblig tione which his social experience has proYedto be 

necessary. There 1 in evidence a realisatin f 

the value of co-operation whi'eh is al ost, if not ntirel,y, 

lacking among chi1dren of 5-7• 
But, lthough there is a developm nt of groupeo1id• 

arity in this ay, the riter found that this is a a1l. 

ti ea subordin te to the sentiment of self-reg rd. h re 

circumstances arise which violate this principle, he 

group aenti ent is for ll. practical purposes non• 

existent. 



It as notic able too. the nner in hich the r t 

of the t a cond mned a f ilure on t part of one of its 

em ere. Th significant fact s t t the ke net 

cri ic were those ho wer the elves pl yi poor ga 

In this ay,. they attempted to·re OT censure fro 

the s lve to another person. 

In be sever l cases etudi d, where t child 

placed i a po ition of authority, the severity of his 

r l as re rkabl • The mor unruly the chil 1a in 

class. the fir er disciplinarian he is when placed in 

char e of ny project. 

The fol.lo ing otiYes could be clearly discerned in 

the child's ture:-

(l) Possession - •1 nt the chalk bee us it is ine. -
(2) Power Ins is ting upon absolute obedience. 

(3) A desire !or group . pproval. 

In the later group• t cbil ren,while playing 

in org nieed games, appe r to proJeot their own 

• 

1ndivid l de ires into a .. tea desire which !~eludes all 

th se individual d airs. But s soon a the 

the •individual urge predominates nd the ch11 is 

pri rily concerned with hi own ;performance. 

ie oTer, 

t about the a e of 8-9, t writer discovered that 

feelingsof eq lity begin to evidenc the elv • Thu 

th boys ere indignant because was cbargi rble per 

ride, b nit as possible to obtain a ride for nothi • 

The rest of the boys considered that E as using hie good 

fortune in an unfair way to t he diaadvant e of his 

companions. If E had merely refrained from givi rides 



t ll, nothing ould have been e id because 11 would 

have b en treated the eame. The f et of E charging 

place so e boys at a die dvantage ae eo ared with others, 

and it as this to which xc ption ae tak n. 

The attitude of children to ards rules s simply 

that rules are for the purpose of preventing on 

individual fro being eet at a disadYant ge with regard 

to other individuals. Thus the children questioned would 

not have o Jected to ohe ting 1f it ant that they would 

not thereby lose. Old r children, when pushed to a 

fi l conclusion. are or the same opinion as the youn r 

ones. 

It would ppear that even in the yoLlngest childr n, 

a rudi entary ide of quity and equality exists, which 

th children realise, but are unable to expres their 
aning in so ny orda. 

The nswers, tie and tie ag in, revealed that the 

children wished to express so e ide of equality or equity, 

but ere unable to do so, because of their inability to 

express it in orde. 

The conclusions which one 9uld arrive at after 

analysing th aboYe incidents, are as follo s:• 

(1) Th do inaJing factor in the chi1d's mind is him elf. 

Thi is in evidence at all ages and in every ituation. 

(2) There ia very littl co-oper tion a o children of 

the year 5-7 • 
(3) hie evelops as the children co e to realise frGm 

personal ex~ rienee their mutual interdepend nee. 



(4) ~eeli u of grou» loy lty develop, but t hee are 

very un tabl .. 

(5) At about 8-9. onsi erations of e 

in Tidenc. 

lits com tobe 

(6) Young children con id r the q ality of their acton 

in the light of adult opinion, whil ol er children ,r 

ore ueceptibl to the opinions of their co nion 

(7) Rul are regarded as bein the only eans of prT ntin 

i,erso l lose ... 

(8) Th older child c n ink hi o in ividu l intee t 

in tb roup nd ork bar oniou ly or 

more than the younger chil can. 

. 
co on good f r 



COltPARISOlJ 0 

In this section t intention is to co r the 

conclusions obt ine from the three techniques nd to k 

an attempt to draw final conclu ione s to the course of 

dev lopment of the notion ot Ju tic. 

irst. it i to be noted that all inveati tore 

are in aocord i postulating a proce o gradual evolution 

in th develop ent of the concept of uatice. 

It is ' fact that developm nt does occur, fro a 

•childi h" l v l in the direction of the l vel coep d by 

the duli co unity. As to the origin of thi s ase of 

justice, there is a fairly gener- l greed conaen us of 

opinion. 

Sutherl d (33} say t · t no child is born with a 

sense of duty, but there are different nature hich re et 

differently to the sa e sti uli. Before the child is a 

y ar old, the influence of surrounding opinion, s begun 

its useful ork. The environ ental influence is trong 

and a• ense of law develop in the child bee use h 1 

subjected to regular bit of punot lity, truthtulnesa etc. 

Piaget(34) Isaacs (35) nd Ras s n (36) all agree 

here. Rasmuss n p rticularly tree lng the environ ntal 

factor. Re discovered tbat at very you g, e ple, 

particularly a first example, is the eciding t ctDr in 

developing the child's oral outlook. O' aleo in 

de ling with this earliest p riod of post-natal life, 

stresse the nece sity for correct habit for tion at this 

time. (37). 
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A oat all of the inv stigator a ·t.rese the 'f et of 

children•s d pendence »on adults, Piaget (38) nd Is oe(39) 
especially noting this. Isaacs note t.bat this dependence 

beco es progressively les s tru as the children b co e 

older. thi point the rit r would dis ree ith Isaacs• 

conclusion. found t t e~ n in t he 13 oup. the 

children ar otiv ted by th wishes a nd d ires ot dult o 

very great extent. As baa alr ady b en pointed out, in 

certain ins tances , tb dult figure i oon eio sly brought 

to the forefront of the child' ind In other instances, 

t he sit tion is such t t the adult is not coaociously 

thought of, but all the ti the adult'e infl nee is at 

ork, in deciding t 

C.larke (40 ) found t 

child' mo e of action. 

t there 1 a distrust of 

in con equ nee, influences the child's actio 

writer's conclu 1on on t oth r ban, led hi 
• 

other which 

The 

to oetUl te, 

not a distrust ot mother, but a re erence for uthority. 

Since, in general, the "authorityt• which s contact with 

the child ie the parent, thl result resolves i t elf into 

eTidence forth i n ence posse sed by the father ~nd other 

in moulding th~ child's ntal outlook. 

Thi i not to suggest that th child cringi 

fear of the »arent, doin right actions ol ly bee use a 

whippi g will be a aiting him i h di ob y. I point of 

f act, t in esti tor's result were rk dly • nting in 

expre sions of this enti nt, this indicating a changing 

atmo p r in th family situation 

u the c ren's an re r Te 1 to a 
the influence of a ult authority and pr stige . 

rk d xtent, 

Th moral 
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inf'lu nee of the jarent as Ye~y rkd. 

11 the in es 1 ·a ors ree that a the child row 

older, hie primary otive of self-gratif1c tion b comes 

reetrict •ad t about the a e of 8, onsid r tiona 

f quality begin to occur. 

Th iter ou d t this dev lop ent o cur shortly 

after the ch11d e er oohool. b re a c ld ttends 

school t n e rl.ier age than oth rs, quality coneiderat--

ions ten o PP . r rli r Th ri er, in co •n 
with other in e tig tors, founa t t 1th social 

exp rience, there d velop th quality of" athy and 

th ability to place one elf in the position ot nother 

and eY late one's action ecor ingly. G oup-life 

ends o be in eTidence round bout this age. 

s of the in e tigat ore po tulat bility 

o g ou ~ife hich teadily increa • 
The riter found di erently. In hi indi s, 

the roup t ll e io very unstabl.e, and i onl.y 

bl t intain itself intact in o far as it satisfies 

th interests o 1 in 1Yi ual re. lf th 

in baa h ri ht nd ?i'fileges iolat d, then 
th group s no aning or hi The ount o:f 

spont neous a ton which l.l the e tudiee eveal, is 

ery rked ind e .. The group is of n ua d to transfer 
c nsur f 0 ons lf 0 not er. thus strengthenin one's 
sense of s curity and ll-b i • 

Clarke•s inveatigation reveal d that girls in 

general ve finer s n e of honour than boys, and the 

writer fond simil rl,Y. Th writ ~t results sho d that 
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girla exhibit a deference to authority ore than do boys, 

and also a belief in the efficacy of pQnis ent ore tban 

do boys. 

The riter•s own res11lts in so e respects differed 

considerably fro those of other in estigatore. 
The writer found a steadier rate of develop nt than 

did the others, of the notion of Justice. 

In rked constrast to Piaget•s results, it as found 

t t the collective-responsibility id a a he ost by the 

youngest childr n·and tbat p to the age of 12, this notion 

bee e less widely held. It :found tbat the child of 
all ages is an in ividualist, but by the age of 6, he has 

crude ideas of right• and ro •. His autono oue prinoipl 

of self-l'eali ation iE e:v r at conflict with the restriction 
imposed upon him fro without. The child dev lops 

co-operative ten encies at about the ge ot 8. Further, 

there is evidenc of a further cbang at about the age of 

12-13. At this stage the decisions of Justice take on a 

more eleTated tone. 

Concerning the question of I nent Ju tice, in ny 

in t noes, the ans rs ere definitely inflaenced by the 

cbil ren' conception of God, a nd thee ideas ere obviously 
obtained fro t e parent. This affords yet one ore 
illu tration of the otency of the home environ ent in 

oul ing chil ren'a ntal outlook. 

ong the economically poorest embers of the co unity, 

the riter discovered that there e re aili a Tery high 

tandard 01' Justic • 

too s 11 to r fi 

The numbers con idered re, of course, 
l conclusions, but ii does indicate 
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f et ooncerni the group atudi d. 
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VII. ith the ev lop ent of thi attitude, there co ea 

c nge in t child's otio of Justice. ow that he 

r alises t t others have similar feelings and desires, his 

Judgments become more hu ne and he passes. fro the 

expi tory viewpoint to one of reciprocity. 

VIII. At bout the age of 8, co-operative feeli e re in 

e idence. 

IX. Although the gr c.. up f ell now deTelops considerably, 
the dominating factor is etill the indiTidualistic tendency 
of the child. 

Boys and girls in general show a eimila.rity of outlook 

hich in ic tes co on factor at work. 

XI. At about the age of 12-13, a finer notion appears to 
develop. Con iderationo of equity no ppe r and more 

regard 1 held for the motive behind the p rtioular act ion. 

XII. There is eTidcnce fer the influence ot environ ent 
upon the notion of justice 

XIII. The adult figure bulks largely in the mind of the 
child of all ag s. 

V. Childr n are quick to symp thi0 where one of their 

number la eubJect to eo e phy icnl d feet, such ass llnesa 
or lam neas. 

xv • .From feeling di tat for a p rti ular action, the ahil 
develops a di like of the principle involved nd n bstract 
sentiment tends to develop. 

I. The notion of ju tic is dependent for its development 

upon eYer idening ~ocial relation hips Th ider and ore 
• varie t hese relationshipa of the child, the d eper and richer 

111 be hi conception of Ju tice. 



PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS 

In attemy in to state how practical application of the 

eonclu ions obtained y be de, one is fae ith th 

di!ficulty previous1y mentioned - the p&yohological nature 

of the in esti tion. hen it is considered tha any one of 

a myriad of conflicti factors y have influenced th result 

obt ined, the difficulty of the t ek ea een. ln 

contr t ith the po tion of the physical sciences, no 

infallible rul o o~ c use an effect c n be postulat~d in 

experi ent. The element of unpredict bility at work in 

child ture is liable to militate eeriou ly inst the 

efficacy of ny preordained sy tem of rules and regulations. 

' ith t h is ad onitory principle borne in mind, the riter 

will utlin tho y hich practical pplication can b 

de f the r ult obt ined fro this inve i tion. 

The first re l t of importanc ich uet be continua 

kept in vie , is the et t t the child is boru an "amoral" 

bein • o whil this i a con iti n which fford 

possibilitie of dang r, it lo affor possibiliti s of 

gre t mor l develop nt. Be ring in nd ou preYioua et te-

ment that 8 th child i f th r to the n~, it it is desired t~ 

raise the ethic 1 ide l pre alent in dult eoci ty, then the 

obvious position fro hich to stnrt io this a oral 11 state 

of the child. 

Si nc e the re uit ha e aho n just ho po rful is the 

influence of e rly example ~nd that this influence kee 

it elf felt in the first yoara of 11 e, the task of the 

educati.oniet 1a to make sure that these early influence are ol 

th ri ht kin • '..l'hi can be secured in t e e rly years ot 
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OlT • 

At the age of 8, it as o served t t considerations of 

equ 1ity d elop. The writer believes that the teacher can 

be a gre t force for good in the child' life if e knows of 

this t g and treats it with n in 1ght born of sympathy and 

underet ndi • On no ccount st oi:;e ch11d b fa our d ore 

t n another. Thia should not be done at any tie, but ite 

cons quence r not eo erioua 1t. the at previous to 

this a they ar here. ny a child ubordinated to 

another t t.hi ge, by thou ht1e~c te cher, rbour 

fe 11 of re cntment o. rd~ the teac r hich beco 

projected 1n later life to ard ooc!al authorities, forming 

the ba.ai of an anti-socinl sentiment. 

The at thnt th adult figureA o pro in ntly in the 

child' o 1 ife also affords the teach :i: tho of h l i th 

child ts development. A teacher .ho practice justice hi aelf 

in his dealing with hi pupil, can be ssured that hie 

H out · ide by h1e l)ils. The at t i udea ill be rl:.niJ 

e eh r can xerci c po erful in!lueno in re-directing the 

anti- oc1~1 i ul e of those of hin pupil ho are this y 

inclined. By pointin o t to them the justice of certain 

mo oration. th ir anti-soci l attitud s oan be 

ore t y arc p r nently fixed. 

ng d 

!n their claea aot!vitie the childr n ehoulc:L b 

encour ged t o h lp on nother and diocuas fr ly their 

probl m • unly in this w y c n true practic for livi in 

a f ture co-operat1 e eooi ,y be given, as only in 'ljhis y 

can eoci l sytnp thiea and nobler con eptione o! justio 

B.mong tho selva s be developed. 
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In the actual school ~bjecte, matter can be introduced 

sho . ing th interdependence of ery individual. Thie can b 
done in the cultural subjects perhaps more e eily than in the 
others. In history, geography and literature uch uae can 
be made of the necess 1ty for interdep ndence. Hi .. tory and 
literature can b admirably used to illustrate ide l of jtlst-

1ce prevailing at different ti ea, a nd the children c n co 
these with their own. Emphasis can be pl ced upon the ·~ri es 
o'f hi tory comparing them in the light of standards preYalent 
)o-day. In this way the child will have his own ideas 
clarified and his own baaia of Justice strength n 
accordingl.y. 

When adulthood is atta ined, the individ l ill have 
wholeeo e and intelligent attitude to rds hi fellow-men ad 
society, and ill o e this attitude in no 11 measure 
sym_path tic treatment of his oral dev lopment by the t 
and adults whom it baa b en his lot to meet. 
CONCLUS IOll: The principle anderlying this discuaeion y 
be considered to b an ideal beyong the possibility of 
complete pra.ct ical achievement, but h n one looks upon 
modern society ith its ny social antagonism.a, its 
distorted viewpoints, its myriads of lad.Justed men and o n, 
and when one re l.izes t t a sym,p thetic and intelligent 
understanding of the principles of child development would 
have preTented the greater percent ge of this fro existing, 
then a teacher who stri ea to iti te such s ocial at in 
ho ever a 11 a degree. ie ore than . n idealist. H is an 
indi idual whose ork is made eminently more practical 
because of its background of idealism. 
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