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A B S T R A C T  

A rch i t ec tu re  can be rega rded as  both  a  p roduc t  o f  cu l t u re  and a  med ium tha t  can 

i n f l uence change i n  con tempo ra ry  soc i e ty .  W i th i n  the contex t  o f  the I s l am ic  woman 

re fugee ,  a r ch i t ec tu re  becomes i n t r i n s i c a l l y  assoc i a ted w i th  the concept o f  soc io - cu l t u r a l  

sus ta i nab i l i t y  because he r  cu l t u ra l  i den t i t y  i s  cha l l enged th rough the p rocess  o f  m ig ra t i on .  

Soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  w i th i n  the  m ig ran t  con tex t  i s  conce rned w i th  ma in ta i n i ng  

cu l t u ra l  i den t i t y  wh i l e  a l l ow ing fo r  t r ans fo rmat ion  assoc i a ted w i th  the m ig ra t i on  p rocess .  

Fu r the rmore ,  i t  a ims to  l im i t  negat i ve  con f l i c t s  be tween e thn i c  g roups tha t  a re  o f ten  

assoc i a ted w i th  m i spe rcep t i ons  based on a  l a ck  o f  unde r s tand ing .  Th i s  thes i s  a ims to  

fu r the r  unde r s tand the ro l e  tha t  a r ch i t ec tu re  cou ld  p l ay  i n  the  soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  

o f  I s l am ic  women re fugees l i v i ng  i n  We l l i ng ton .  These women a re  o f ten  fo rced to  make 

s ign i f i c an t  cu l tu r a l  changes th rough the i r  m ig ra t i on  p rocess ,  and a re  faced w i th  the 

ques t i on  o f  wh i ch  pa r t s  o f  the i r  i den t i t y  they ma in ta i n  and wh i ch  pa r t s  they  adapt  to  the 

l oca l  cu l t u re .  T rad i t i ona l  I s l am ic  gende r  ro l e s  a re  cha l l enged th rough the p rocess  o f  

m ig ra t i on ;  whe re  the I s l am ic  woman ,  who was t r ad i t i ona l l y  found w i th i n  the  home ,  i s  now 

becom ing pa r t  o f  the p ro fess iona l  wo rk fo rce .  The con t r a s t i ng  Weste rn  and I s l am ic  

pe rcep t ions  o f  the ve i l  i den t i f y  tha t  the re  a re  l a rge gaps i n  the unde r s tand ing  o f  the  

o the r .   

Bo th  the house and the mosque a re  two a rch i t ec tu ra l  typo log i e s  tha t  p l ay  a  s i gn i f i c an t  

pa r t  i n  the l i v es  o f  I s l am ic  women re fugees ,  and the re fo re  the des ign  case s tudy i s  

d i v i ded i n to  2 pa r t s .  Hous i ng  New Zea l and Co rpo ra t i on  (HNZC) ,  who i s  r e spons ib l e  fo r  

hous i ng  recen t l y - a r r i ved re fugees ,  common ly  p l ace  re fugee m ig ran t s  i n  s ta te  p rope r t i e s .  
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These a re  un respons i ve  to  the  soc io - cu l t u r a l  needs  o f  most  re fugee m ig ran t s  as  they a re  

gene ra l l y  des igned fo r  the New Zea l and cu l t u re .  Due to  the l im i t a t i ons  imposed on and by 

HNZC and the re fugee hous i ng p rocess ,  the most  feas ib l e  so l u t i on  to  th i s  p rob l em fo r  the 

I s l am ic  woman re fugee i s  to  p rov ide  Hous ing  Des ign  Gu ide l i nes  fo r  I s l am ic  Women .  They 

focus  spec i f i c a l l y  on the i r  soc io - cu l t u r a l  needs and cou ld  be used i n  hous i ng  renovat i ons  

and redeve lopments  by HNZC .  The second and l a rge r  pa r t  o f  the des ign  case s tud i e s  

concent ra tes  on the redeve lopment  o f  the K i l b i r n i e  Mosque i n  We l l i ng ton ,  wh i ch  ac t s  as  an 

a rch i t ec tu ra l  symbo l  o f  I s l am ic  i den t i t y .  Un l i k e  the house ,  i t  suppo r t s  the  w ide r  concept  

o f  soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  wh i ch  i nc l udes  cha l l eng ing  the  f r equent l y  negat i ve  

pe rcep t ions  towa rds  the I s l am ic  commun i ty .  Th i s  i s  essen t i a l  i n  fos te r i ng  pos i t i ve  

re l a t i onsh ip s  be tween the m ig ran t  and the hos t  commun i ty ,  wh i ch  can s ign i f i c an t l y  

i n f l uence the re - se t t l ement  p rocess  o f  re fugees .  T rad i t i ona l  I s l am ic  a r ch i t ec tu re  i s  

the re fo re  c r i t i qued i n  the des ign ,  th rough the concept  o f  the ve i l  and the contempo ra ry  

pos i t i on  o f  the I s l am ic  woman ,  i n  o rde r  to  re -negot i a te  t r ad i t i ona l  pe rcep t ions .  



v   

T A B L E  O F  C O N T E N T S  

 

Acknow ledgements……………………………………………………… .………………………… . . i i  

 

Abs t r ac t……………………………………………………………………………………………… i i i  

 

I n t roduc t i on  to  Resea rch…………………………………………… .……………………… .…… . . 1  

 

 

 

P A R T  O N E :  L I T E R A T U R E  &  P R E C E D E N T  R E V I E W  

 

 

Chapte r  1 .1  |  De f i n i ng  Soc io -Cu l tu r a l  Sus ta i nab i l i t y……………………………………………12 

i  |  T he  Fou r  Componen t s  o f  Su s t a i n ab i l i t y  

i i  |  De f i n i n g  Soc i o - Cu l t u r a l  S u s t a i n ab i l i t y  

i i i  |  S o c i o - Cu l t u r a l  S u s t a i n ab i l i t y  a nd  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

 

Chapte r  1 .2  |  The Re fugee Home in  We l l i ng ton…………………………………………………20 

i  |  Gove r nmen t  Re sea r c h  

i i  |  C h ange -Make r s  Re f ugee  Fo r um Re sea r c h  

i i i  |  I s l am i c  Women  &  t he  Wes t e r n  Hou se  

i v  |  HNZC  and  t he  S t a t e  Hou se  

v  |  The  S t a t e  Hou se  i n  We l l i n g t on  

 

Chapte r  1 .3  |  The Home w i th i n  the Contex t  o f  M ig ra t i on……………………………… . . .… . . 38 

i  |  T he  M i g r a n t  Home 

i i  |  T he  I n t e r i o r :  A  S i t e  o f  Cu l t u r a l  Con t i n u i t y    

i i i  |  T he  E x t e r i o r :  A  S i t e  o f  C r o s s -Cu l t u r a l  Nego t i a t i o n  

 



| 
 

v i  

Chapte r  1 .4  |  Ex i l e  & the I s l am ic  Woman……………………………………………………… . . 46 

i  |  E x i l e  &  t h e  Re f ugee  

i i  |  T he  I s l am i c  D i a s po r a  

i i i  |  T he  I s l am i c  Woman  L i v i n g  i n  t h e  Wes t  

 

Chapte r  1 .5  |  I s l am ,  Gende r  & A rch i t ec tu re…………………………………………………… . 54 

i  |  G ende r ,  I s l am  &  t he  Ve i l  

i i  |  T he  Mash r ab i y y a :  An  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Ve i l  

i i i  |  T he  I s l am i c  Domes t i c  

i v  |  A  T r ad i t i o n a l  Domes t i c  C a se  S t udy :  

  The  Ak i l  S am i  Hou se ,  Egyp t  

v  |  A  Con t empo r a r y  Domes t i c  C a se  S t udy :   

  The  Mash r ab i y y a  Hou se ,  J e r u s a l em 

v i  |  T he  T r ad i t i o n a l  Mosque  

v i i  |  A  T r ad i t i o n a l  Mosque  Ca se  S t udy :   

  The  Bu r t a s i  Mosque  &  Mad r a s a ,  T r i p o l i ,  L ebanon  

v i i i  |  T he  Con t empo r a r y  Mosque  &  t h e  Wes t  

i x  |  A  Con t empo r a r y  Mosque  Ca se  S t udy :  

  S tud i o  Z  Mosque  P r opo sa l ,  T u r k ey  

x  |  A  Con t empo r a r y  Wes t e r n  Mosque  Ca se  S t udy :   

  Pa r k  51  (G r ound  Ze r o  Mosque ) ,  New Yo r k  

 

 



v i i   



| 
 

v i i i  

P A R T  T W O :  D E S I G N  C A S E  S T U D I E S  

 

Chapte r  2 .1  |  Des ign  B r i e f  and S i t e  Ana l y s i s…………………………………………… . .……84 

i  |  An  I n t r oduc t i o n  t o  t h e  De s i g n  Ou t comes  

i i  |  S i t e  &  Con t e x t  Ana l y s i s :  K i l b i r n i e ,  We l l i n g t on  

 

Chapte r  2 .2  |  The Hous ing  Component………………………………… . .…………… .……… . . 98 

i  |  T he  Des i g n  P r o ce s s  

i i  |  T he  F i n a l  De s i g n  Ou t come :  Hou s i n g  De s i g n  Gu i d e l i n e s  f o r  I s l am i c  Women 

  

Chapte r  2 .3  |  The K i l b i r n i e  Mosque…………………………………………………………… . . 116 

i  |  T he  E x i s t i n g  Mosque  

i i  |  T he  Des i g n  Concep t  

i i i  |  T he  De s i g n  P r o ce s s  

i v  |  T he  F i n a l  De s i g n  Ou t come :  The  K i l b i r n i e  Mosque ,  We l l i n g t on  

 

 

 

D i s cuss ion  & Conc lu s i ons……………………………………………………………… . . . . . . . .… . 154 

 

 

B ib l i og raphy……………………………………………………………………………………… . . 160 

      Re f e r e n ced  Sou r c e s  

       Un r e f e r e n ced  Sou r c e s  

 

 

L i s t  o f  F igu res…………………………………………………………………………………… . 176  



1   

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  R E S E A R C H  

 
 
I n  the contex t  o f  the I s l am ic  woman re fugee ,  a r ch i t ec tu re  can p l ay  an impo r tan t  ro l e  i n  

the con t i nua t i on  o f  cu l t u r a l  t r ad i t i ons  wh i l e  s imu l t aneous l y  a l l ow ing fo r  t r ans fo rmat ion .  I t  

can a l so  ac t  as  a  cu l t u ra l  med ium tha t  can he lp  i n f l uence pe rcep t ions  towa rds  th i s  e thn i c  

m ino r i t y .  These concepts  a re  exp lo red i n  the thes i s  th rough the l ens  o f  soc io - cu l t u r a l  

sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  wh i ch  a ims to  ensu re  tha t  cu l tu r a l  t r ad i t i ons  a re  ma in ta i ned fo r  commun i t i e s  

wh i l e  a t  the same t ime a l l ow ing fo r  change .  Add i t i ona l l y ,  i t  a ims to  reduce con f l i c t  

f r equent l y  assoc i a ted w i th  m ixed wo r l dv i ews and m ispe rcep t ions  o f  the o the r .  The gene ra l  

concept  o f  sus ta i nab i l i t y  w i th i n  a r ch i t ec tu re  i s ;  howeve r ,  f r equent l y  o r i en ta ted towa rds  the 

phys i ca l  impac t  tha t  bu i l d i ngs  have on the env i r onment .  A b roade r  v i ew ,  endo r sed by the 

Un i ted Nat i ons ,  encompasses  th ree o the r  aspec ts  –  the econom ic ,  soc i a l  and cu l t u r a l  -  

wh i ch  a re  assoc i a ted w i th  a  ho l i s t i c  v i ew o f  sus ta i nab le  deve lopment .  W i th i n  an  

i nc reas i ng l y  g loba l i s ed  wo r l d  the m ig ran t  and re fugee a re  becom ing i nc reas i ng l y  more 

common ;  howeve r ,  the i r  cu l t u r a l  i den t i t y  i s  cha l l enged th rough the p rocess  o f  m ig ra t i ng  

i n to  an un fam i l i a r  commun i ty .  The re fo re  the soc i a l  and cu l tu r a l  a spec ts  o f  sus ta i nab i l i t y  

w i th i n  a r ch i t ec tu re  become s ign i f i c an t l y  more impo r tan t .   

 

The impac t  o f  ex i l e  and d i sp l acement  on the l i ves  o f  I s l am ic  women re fugees i s  an  

impo r tan t  i s sue to  d i s cuss  i n  re l a t i on  to  the concept  o f  soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y .  Th i s  

g roup have o f ten  faced t r auma assoc i a ted w i th  v io l ence f rom wa r  and the lo ss  o f  a  known 

commun i ty  and cu l t u re ;  and they a re  subsequent l y  fo rced i n to  an a l i en  env i ronment  whe re  

they become pa r t  o f  a  m ino r i t y .  The i r  p rev ious l y  known re l i g i on ,  va l ues ,  and ways o f  l i f e  
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o f ten d i f f e r  f rom those o f  the hos t  commun i ty ;  wh i ch  can resu l t  i n  con f l i c t s ,  

m i sunde r s tand ings ,  r ac i sm and d i s c r im ina t i on .  Fo r  the I s l am ic  commun i ty ,  the med i a  p l ays  a  

cons ide rab l e  ro l e  i n  negat i ve l y  i n f l uenc i ng  the pe rcep t ions  towa rds  the i r  g roup .  Th i s  can 

o f ten  l ead to  des t ruc t i ve  soc i a l  r e l a t i onsh ip s  tha t  cha l l enge  the i r  r e - se t t l ement  p rocess .  I n  

add i t i on  to  th i s ,  the I s l am ic  woman re fugee faces  the task  o f  recons t ruc t i ng  he r  l i f e  and 

iden t i t y  i n  an  un fam i l i a r  env i r onment .  She o f ten has  to  choose what  aspec ts  o f  he r  pas t  

l i f e  she wants  to  sus ta i n  and wh i ch  pa r t s  she  must  reeva l ua te  i n  the  contex t  o f  the  new 

cu l tu re .   

 

The house and the mosque a re  both  poten t i a l  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  s i t e s  whe re  the concepts  o f  

soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  cou ld  i n f l uence the re - se t t l ement  p rocess  o f  I s l am ic  women 

re fugees .  They can both  p l ay  a  ro l e  i n  i den t i t y  fo rmat ion ,  cu l tu r a l  con t i nua t i on  and 

t r ans fo rmat ion ,  and the p rocess  o f  i n teg ra t i on  i n to  a  new cu l tu re .  I s l am ic  re fugees a re  a  

peop le  who have been fo rced to  m ig ra te ,  and subsequent l y  l o se  many aspec ts  o f  the i r  

known cu l tu re  unw i l l i ng l y .  The house they i nhab i t  and the i r  mosque become impo r tan t  

med iums th rough wh i ch  they can sus ta i n  cu l t u r a l  t r ad i t i ons  and p rac t i ces ,  and the re fo re  

ma in ta i n  the i r  sense o f  cu l t u r a l  i den t i t y .  Cu r ren t  hous i ng  i n  We l l i ng ton ba re l y  acknow ledges 

the spec i f i c  soc io - cu l t u r a l  needs o f  the I s l am ic  re fugee commun i ty .  They a re  cu r ren t l y  l e f t  

w i th  l im i ted  hous i ng  cho i ce  due to  a f fo rdab i l i t y ,  ava i l ab i l i t y  and the Hous ing  New Zea l and 

(HNZC) hous i ng  p rocess .  Th i s  o f ten fo rces  them to l i v e  i n  homes tha t  do no t  respond to  

the i r  soc io - cu l t u r a l  r equ i r ements ,  a s  most  homes they i nhab i t  a re  des igned fo r  the New 

Zea l and cu l t u re  and a re  un respons i ve  to  the i r  own t r ad i t i ons .  Th i s  can resu l t  i n  fu r the r  

s t re ss  and d i so rde r  du r i ng  the re - se t t l ement  p rocess .  Fo r  th i s  r eason the impo r tance o f  
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add ress i ng  the need to  ma in ta i n  cu l t u r a l  t r ad i t i ons  th rough a rch i t ec tu re ,  wh i l e  

s imu l t aneous l y  a l l ow ing fo r  changes assoc i a ted w i th  m ig ra t i on ,  becomes c r i t i c a l .  The 

mosque w i th i n  the New Zea l and con tex t  ac t s  as  a  symbo l i c  s i t e  o f  I s l am ic  i den t i t y  tha t  can 

not  on l y  he lp  ma in ta i n  cu l tu r a l  t r ad i t i ons ,  bu t  a l so  ac t  as  a  med ium tha t  can i n f l uence the 

pe rcep t ions  towa rds  the I s l am ic  commun i ty .  The re fo re ,  a l t hough the house i s  impo r tan t  to  

add ress ,  the  mosque ho ld s  the po ten t i a l  to  engage w i th  the w ide r  conce rns  o f  soc io -

cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y .   

 

The a im o f  th i s  r e sea rch  i s  the re fo re  to  deve lop a  fu r the r  unde r s tand ing o f  the ro l e  tha t  

a r ch i t ec tu re  cou ld  p l ay  i n  the soc io - cu l t u r a l  needs o f  I s l am ic  women re fugees .  The house 

and the mosque can both  be cons ide red impo r tan t  to  the con t i nua t i on  o f  an  I s l am ic  

woman ’s  known cu l tu re  and way o f  l i f e .  Hous i ng  des ign  cou ld  he lp  th i s  commun i ty  

recons t ruc t  the i r  cu l t u r a l  i den t i t y ,  e f fec t i ve l y  imp rov i ng the i r  we l l be i ng .  As i n t roduced 

ea r l i e r ,  the  mosque can no t  on l y  he lp  th i s  commun i ty  ma in ta i n  the i r  cu l t u r a l  and re l i g i ous  

p rac t i ces ,  bu t  a l so  ac t  as  a  symbo l i c  s i t e  o f  I s l am ic  i den t i t y  tha t  cou ld  i n f l uence  the 

pe rcep t ions  towa rds  th i s  commun i ty .  A l though the mosque i s  t r ad i t i ona l l y  conce i ved as  an 

i n te rna l i zed  space ,  i t s  renegot i a t i on  w i th i n  the Weste rn  con tex t  cou ld  o f fe r  a  new ,  more  

pub l i c  typo logy .  Th i s  i s  espec i a l l y  impo r tan t  i n  the deve lopment  o f  pos i t i ve  re l a t i onsh ip s  

be tween the I s l am ic  commun i ty  and the w ide r  New Zea l and commun i ty .  Contempo ra ry  

gende r  ro l e s ,  wh i ch  have t r ad i t i ona l l y  d i f f e red  be tween I s l am ic  t r ad i t i ons  and the New 

Zea l and cu l t u re ,  p l ay  an impo r tan t  pa r t  i n  unde r s tand ing the ro l e  o f  I s l am ic  women 

re fugees upon m ig ra t i on  and how they a re  pe rce i ved .  
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The resea rch  negot i a tes  i n te r -d i s c i p l i n a ry  bounda r i e s ,  i n c l ud i ng  an th ropo log i ca l  and 

psycho log i ca l  r e sea rch ,  wh i ch  e f fec t i ve l y  p l aces  i t  w i th i n  a  w ide r  soc i a l  and cu l t u ra l  

con tex t .  I t  enab le s  a  ho l i s t i c  v i ew on both the re fugee and the i r  r e l a t i onsh ip  to  

a rch i t ec tu re  w i th i n  New Zea l and .  Joseph Rob in son ,  a  p rom inen t  a r ch i t ec t  who i nves t i ga tes  

the re l a t i onsh ip  be tween a rch i t ec tu re  and an th ropo logy ,  unde r s tands the an th ropo log i ca l  

pe r spec t i ve  as  be ing  comp lementa ry  to  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  theo ry  because “an th ropo logy ,  l i k e  

a r ch i t ec tu re ,  dea l s  w i th  the re l a t i onsh ip  be tween human a r t i f a c t s  and menta l  cons t ruc t s”  

(1991 :  157) .  Anth ropo logy i n  the bu i l t  env i r onment i s  unde r s tood to  be a  med ium fo r  the 

commun ica t i on  and p ropagat i on  o f  cu l t u ra l  i deas ,  wh i ch  can e i t he r  pe rpe tua te  cu l t u ra l  

no rms o r  enab le  change (Rob in son 1991) .  The scope o f  the resea rch  exam ines  p r ima r i l y  

quan t i t a t i ve  l i t e r a tu re ,  wh i ch  i nc l udes :  the concept  o f  soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y ;  ex i s t i ng  

re fugee hous i ng  cond i t i ons  i n  We l l i ng ton ;  a  conceptua l  s tudy o f  the  m ig ran t  home ;  a  mu l t i -

d i s c i p l i n a ry  backg round s tudy o f  the i s sues  su r round ing the re fugee commun i ty  and I s l am ic  

women ;  and the ro l e  o f  gende r  w i th i n  I s l am and i t s  r e l a t i onsh ip  to  a r ch i t ec tu re .  Th i s  

i n c l udes  an ana l y s i s  o f  bo th  contempo ra ry  and t r ad i t i ona l  mosques and I s l am ic  homes .  As 

l im i ted  resea rch  has  been conduc ted on des ign i ng  fo r  the  I s l am ic  re fugee commun i ty ,  i t  i s  

necessa ry  to  ga i n  th i s  c ross -d i s c i p l i n a ry  know ledge to  h igh l i gh t  key cu l t u r a l  a reas  whe re  

the ro l e  o f  a r ch i t ec tu re  as  a  commun ica t i ve  med ium cou ld  become impo r tan t .  The 

l im i t a t i ons  app l i ed  to  the resea rch  i nc l ude de f i n i ng  the concept  o f  cu l tu re  as  re l i g i on ,  as  

I s l am p l ays  a  dom inan t  ro l e  i n  the  va l ues ,  mo ra l s  and ways o f  l i f e  o f  Mus l ims .  My pe r sona l  

backg round as  a  New Zea l ande r ,  w i th  l im i ted i n te rac t i on  w i th  the I s l am ic  commun i ty ,  may 

res t r i c t  my unde r s tand ing  o f  the i r  cu l t u re  bu t  may a l so  p rov ide  an impo r tan t  ex te rna l  
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pe r spec t i ve .  The concept  o f  sus ta i nab i l i t y  i s  p redom ina te l y  exp lo red th rough the soc i a l  and 

cu l t u ra l  a spec ts .   

  

The thes i s  i s  d i v i ded i n to  two pa r t s :  the f i r s t  i s  an  ana l y s i s  o f  the  backg round resea rch ,  

and the second i s  a  rev i ew o f  the des ign  case s tud i e s .  The backg round resea rch  i nvo l ves  

f i ve  key chap te r s ,  each cont r i bu t i ng  to  an i n te rd i s c i p l i n a ry  rev i ew o f  l i t e r a tu re .  The second 

pa r t  i s  a  rev i ew o f  the des ign  case s tud i e s ,  wh i ch  exp lo res  how the concepts  ou t l i n ed  i n  

the l i t e r a tu re  rev i ew can be app rop r i a ted i n to  a rch i t ec tu re .   

 

Chapte r  1 .1  i n t roduces the fou r  components  o f  sus ta i nab i l i t y  and p rov ides  a  de f i n i t i on  o f  

the soc io - cu l t u r a l  a spec ts  to  be re fe r r ed  to  w i th i n  the thes i s .  As  d i s cussed i n  the chapte r ,  

the fou r  e l ements  o f  sus ta i nab i l i t y  have been conce i ved as  the env i r onmenta l ,  soc i a l ,  

cu l t u r a l  and econom ic .  The chap te r  focuses  on the concepts  o f  soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  

as  these p l ay  a  c ruc i a l  ro l e  w i th i n  the m ig ran t  con tex t .  Fo l l ow ing f rom th i s ,  the 

re l a t i onsh ip  o f  soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  to  a rch i t ec tu re  i s  eva l ua ted .   

 

Chapte r  1 .2  i s  a  rev i ew o f  cu r ren t  re sea rch  on hous i ng  fo r  re fugee commun i t i e s ,  and the 

p rob lems assoc i a ted w i th  the I s l am ic  woman l i v i ng  i n  Weste rn  houses .  Th i s  i n c l udes  New 

Zea l and Gove rnment  resea rch ,  I n te rna t i ona l  r e sea rch and i n te rv i ews conduc ted by Change -

Make r s  Re fugee Fo rum .  Resea rch  conduc ted by th i s  o rgan i za t i on ,  wh i ch  i s  es tab l i s hed by 

re fugees fo r  re fugee resea rch ,  i s  d i s cussed i n  compa r i son  to  Gove rnment  resea rch .  Bo th  

pe r spec t i ves  a re  summar i zed and a  compa r i son  i s  made tha t  i den t i f i e s  impo r tan t  gaps 

w i th i n  cu r r en t  Gove rnment  resea rch ,  wh i ch  e f fec t i ve l y  ho ld s  power  ove r  the deve lopment  o f  
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soc i a l  hous i ng  typo log i e s .  Fo l l ow ing f rom th i s ,  the  p rob lems assoc i a ted w i th  I s l am ic  women 

l i v i ng  i n  Weste rn  hous i ng  a re  d i s cussed .  F i na l l y ,  a  su rvey o f  ex i s t i ng  s ta te  hous i ng  i n  

We l l i ng ton i s  ana l yzed i n  re l a t i on  to  the soc io - cu l t u r a l  needs o f  I s l am ic  woman re fugees ,  a s  

these a re  the most  common p rope r t i e s  tha t  they occupy .   

 

Chapte r  1 .3  i s  a  d i s cuss ion  o f  the ro l e  o f  the  home w i th i n  the contex t  o f  m ig ra t i on .  

I n i t i a l l y ,  i t  p rov ides  a  c r i t i que to  the t r ad i t i ona l  no t i on  o f  the home ,  wh i ch  was assoc i a ted 

w i th  f i x ed and s tab le  soc i e t i e s .  Fo l l ow ing f rom th i s ,  the  i n te r i o r  o f  the m ig ran t  home i s  

d i s cussed as  becom ing a  s i t e  tha t  suppo r t s  cu l t u r a l  con t i nua t i on .  F i na l l y ,  the  

ex te r i o r / f acade i s  conceptua l i zed  as  a  s i t e  o f  cu l tu r a l  negot i a t i on ,  whe re  i t  ac t s  as  a  

med ium tha t  i n f l uences  the pe rcep t i ons  towa rds  the i nhab i t an t .   

 

Chapte r  1 .4  i n t roduces the conce rns  re l a ted to  I s l am ic  women re fugees l i v i ng  i n  Weste rn  

count r i e s .  I n i t i a l l y ,  the  i s sues  assoc i a ted w i th  the re fugee commun i ty  a re  es tab l i s hed f rom 

both a  psycho log i ca l  and an th ropo log i ca l  pe r spec t i ve .  Th i s  i n c l udes  the e f fec t  o f  t r auma 

f rom both p re -  and pos t -m ig ra t i on  expe r i ences .  Second ly ,  the conce rns  re l a t i ng  to  the 

I s l am ic  commun i ty  l i v i ng  w i th i n  the West  a re  rev i ewed ,  wh i ch  i n c l udes  the soc i a l  

imp l i c a t i ons  o f  be long ing  to  a  re l i g i ous  m ino r i t y  connec ted to  the even ts  o f  9/11 .  

Fo l l ow ing f rom th i s ,  the conce rns  re l a t i ng  to  the I s l am ic  woman l i v i ng  i n  the West  a re  

exam ined ,  wh i ch  i n t roduces  the i s sues  assoc i a ted w i th  the d i f f e r i ng  cu l tu r a l  pe rcep t i ons  o f  

gende r .  F i na l l y ,  the  p rocess  o f  cu l t u r a l  t r ans fo rmat ion ,  wh i ch  many o f  these women 

expe r i ence th rough the m ig ra t i on  p rocess ,  i s  d i s cussed .   
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Chapte r  1 .5  i n t roduces  the key concepts  o f  I s l am ,  wh i ch  i n c l udes  gende r  and i t s  

subsequent  ro l e  i n  a r ch i t ec tu re .  I n i t i a l l y ,  a  backg round s tudy ou t l i nes  the key concepts  and 

r i t ua l s  assoc i a ted w i th  I s l am .  Second ly ,  the  soc i a l  s t ruc tu re  and gende r  ro l e s  o f  t r ad i t i ona l  

I s l am ic  commun i t i e s  a re  ana l yzed .  The ve i l  becomes a mode o f  exp lo r i ng  the i dea  o f  gende r  

seg rega t i on  th rough a rch i t ec tu re  and d ress .  Fo l l ow ing f rom th i s  the  mash rab i yya ,  wh i ch  i s  

a  t r ad i t i ona l  I s l am ic  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  sc reen ing  dev i ce ,  i s  ana l yzed i n  re l a t i on  to  gende r  

seg rega t i on .  F i na l l y ,  the  key p r i n c i p l e s  o f  bo th  the I s l am ic  house and the mosque a re  

exam ined f rom both a  t r ad i t i ona l  and contempo ra ry  pos i t i on .   

 

Chapte r  2 .1  i n t roduces  the des ign  ou tcomes and s i t e  con tex t  ana l y s i s .  The resea rch  

i nd i ca ted tha t  bo th  the house and the mosque a re  impo r tan t  to  add ress ,  as  they both  p l ay  

a  ro l e  i n  the l i v e s  o f   

I s l am ic  women re fugees .  The mosque ,  as  the most  dom inan t  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  symbo l  o f  I s l am ic  

i den t i t y  i n  We l l i ng ton ,  becomes the s ign i f i c an t  focus  o f  the des ign  case s tudy as  i t  has  

the g rea te r  po ten t i a l  to  i n f l uence the pe rcep t ions  towa rds  the I s l am ic  commun i ty .  The s i t e  

ana l y s i s  i n i t i a l l y  exam ines  the w ide r  We l l i ng ton reg ion  i n  o rde r  to  p l ace the des ign  i n  a  

contex tua l l y  app rop r i a te  a rea ,  th rough a  se r i e s  o f  cu l t u r a l  mapp ing s tud i e s .  Th i s  i s  

fo l l owed by an ana l y s i s  o f  the s i t e s  su r round ing the th ree I s l am ic  cen te r s  i n  the g rea te r  

We l l i ng ton reg ion .  

 

Chapte r  2 .2  ou t l i n es  the des ign  p rocess  and f i n a l  ou tcome o f  the hous i ng  component  o f  

the des ign  case s tud i e s .  I n i t i a l l y ,  the  des ign  p rocess  i s  desc r i bed .  Fo l l ow ing f rom th i s ,  i s  

the f i n a l  des ign  ou tcome ,  wh i ch  was to  p rov ide  Hous i ng  Des ign  Gu ide l i nes  fo r  I s l am ic  
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Women .  As the resea rch  i nd i ca ted tha t  the ma jo r i t y  o f  r ecen t l y  a r r i ved re fugees a re  

housed i n  HNZC p rope r t i e s ,  the  most  feas ib l e  so l u t i on  to  imp rov ing  hous i ng  cond i t i ons  was 

to  p rov ide  these gu ide l i nes  tha t  cou ld  be used i n  renova t i ons  and new deve lopments .   

 

The th i r d  chapte r  ou t l i n es  the redes ign  o f  the K i l b i r n i e  Mosque ,  wh i ch  i s  the  more  

s ign i f i c an t  focus  o f  the des ign  case s tud i e s .  I t  beg in s  w i th  an ana l y s i s  o f  the  ex i s t i ng  

K i l b i r n i e  Mosque .  Th i s  i s  fo l l owed by an out l i ne  o f  the des ign  concept ,  wh i ch  i s  conce rned 

w i th  renegot i a t i ng  the t r ad i t i ona l  concept ion  o f  the mosque w i th  the cu l t u ra l  sh i f t s  

assoc i a ted w i th  m ig ra t i on  and the con tempo ra ry  I s l am ic  woman .  Second ly ,  the  des ign  

p rocess  i s  desc r i bed ,  wh i ch  began by c r i t i qu i ng  the t r ad i t i ona l  ro l e  o f  the  mash rab i yya 

w i th i n  the con tempo ra ry  mosque and the New Zea l and con tex t .  Conc lud i ng  the chapte r  i s  a  

comprehens i ve  d i s cuss ion  o f  the f i na l  des ign  ou tcome .  

 

 

 



9   

 



| 
 

10  

L I T E R A T U R E  R E V I E W  A N D  B A C K G R O U N D  R E S E A R C H  

 

P A R T  O N E  
 



11   



C H A P T E R  1 . 1 :  D E F I N I N G  S O C I O - C U L T U R A L  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y | 
 

12  

Th i s  chap te r  es tab l i s hes  a  backg round and f r amework  o f  i n te rp re ta t i on  to  the concepts  o f  

sus ta i nab i l i t y .  Th i s  i s  to  be app l i ed  th roughout  the rema inde r  o f  the thes i s .  Cu r ren t  theo r i e s  on 

the app l i c a t i on  and i n te rp re ta t i on  o f  sus ta i nab i l i t y  a re  ana l yzed to  ga the r  a  backg round to  the 

concept .  The chap te r  focuses  on the deve lopment  o f  the soc io - cu l t u r a l  a spec ts  o f  sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  

wh i ch  p l ay  a  s ign i f i c an t  pa r t  i n  the contex t  o f  the re fugee ,  ove r  the typ i ca l  emphas i s  p l aced on 

env i ronmenta l  and econom ic  conce rns .  Ana l yz i ng  the re l a t i onsh ip  o f  soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  to  

a rch i t ec tu re  conc l udes  the chapte r .  

 

 

C H A P T E R  1 . 1  
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i | T H E  F O U R  C O M P O N E N T S  O F  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y   

 

The concept  o f  sus ta i nab i l i t y  w i th i n  a r ch i t ec tu re  i s  o f ten  f i x a ted on l im i t i ng  the 

env i ronmenta l  impac t  o f  bu i l d i ngs .  A b roade r  v i ew ;  howeve r ,  a l so  encompasses  soc i a l ,  

cu l t u r a l  and econom ic  aspec ts  tha t  a re  c ruc i a l  to  the deve lopment  o f  a  sus ta i nab l e  

commun i ty .  The fundamenta l  de f i n i t i on  o f  sus ta i nab l e  deve lopment ,  as  i den t i f i ed  by the 

Wor ld  Commiss ion  on the Env i r onment  and Deve lopment  (1987 :23) ,  i s :  “deve lopment  tha t  

meets  the needs o f  the p resen t  w i thou t  comprom is i ng  the ab i l i t y  o f  fu tu re  gene ra t i ons  to  

meet  the i r  own needs .”  S i nce the pub l i c a t i on  o f  th i s  s ta tement  i n  the B rundt l and repo r t  i n  

1987 ,  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  p rac t i ce  and l i t e r a tu re  has  gene ra l l y  focused on econom ic  and 

env i ronmenta l  conce rns  and has  d i s r ega rded  the s ign i f i c ance o f  the soc i a l  and cu l tu r a l  

a spec ts .  These a re ,  howeve r ,  cen t r a l  to  the deve lopment  and sus ta i nment  o f  a  

commun i ty ’s  cu l t u ra l  i den t i t y  and subsequent l y  the i r  we l l be i ng .  A rch i t ec tu re  shou ld  

the re fo re  p l ace g rea te r  emphas i s  on the soc io - cu l t u r a l  a spec ts ,  e spec i a l l y  w i th i n  the  

contex t  o f  m ig ra t i on ,  a s  i t  can p l ay  a  ro l e  i n  cu l t u ra l  con t i nua t i on  and t r ans fo rmat ion .   

 

As ou t l i ned above ,  the soc i a l  and cu l t u ra l  a spec ts  p l ay  an impo r tan t  pa r t  i n  the 

deve lopment  o f  a  sus ta i nab le  commun i ty .  Ch iu  (2004) i den t i f i e s  tha t  soc i a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  

and cu l tu r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  a re  key d imens ions  o f  sus ta i nab l e  deve lopment ,  wh i ch  o f ten 

i n te r tw ine  and a re  somet imes i nd i s t i ngu i shab le .  She no tes  tha t  “when soc i a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  

i s  i n te rp re ted i n  te rms o f  soc i a l  cons t r a i n t s  l im i t i ng  deve lopment ,  cu l tu r a l  f ac to r s  a re  

s i gn i f i c an t ,  a s  cu l tu r a l  va l ues  and cus toms a re  o f ten a t  p l ay  to  se t  soc i a l  no rms”  (Ch iu ,  
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2004 :66) .  A l though Ch iu  (2004) a rgues  tha t  the connec t i on  between soc i a l  and cu l tu r a l  

sus ta i nab i l i t y  i s  o f ten i n te r tw ined ,  she i den t i f i e s  tha t  they both  have d i s t i n c t  a reas  o f  

conce rn .  These can be cons ide red as  the soc i a l  we l l be i ng  o f  peop le  re l a ted to  soc i a l  

sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  and the cont i nua t i on  o f  cu l tu re  assoc i a ted w i th  cu l tu r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y .  She 

fu r the r  exp l a i n s  tha t  many aspec ts  o f  soc i a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  a re  i n tang ib l e ,  such as  soc i a l  

cohes ion  and i nc l u s i on ,  bu t  aspec ts  o f  cu l t u ra l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  may be more tang ib l e  –  such 

as  the a r t s ,  a r ch i t ec tu re ,  mus i c  and re l i g i on .  The re fo re ,  the cu l tu r a l  a spec t  can be equated 

w i th  the tang ib l e ,  and the soc i a l  w i th  the i n tang ib l e .   

 

The re fugee commun i ty  cu r ren t l y  l i v i ng  w i th i n  New Zea l and i s  a  g roup whose i den t i t y  i s  

de f i ned by the i r  cu l t u re  and t r ad i t i ons  wh i ch  have been cha l l enged th rough the p rocess  o f  

fo r ced m ig ra t i on .  The i r  p l a cement  w i th i n  an unknown cu l tu re  and env i ronment  o f ten  causes  

fu r the r  s t r e ss  as  i t  can p l ace  l im i t s  on the i r  known way o f  l i f e .  Th i s  i s  due to  the fac t  

tha t  these con tex t s  a re  gene ra l l y  no t  sens i t i ve  to  the i r  soc i a l  and cu l tu r a l  needs ,  i n  

pa r t i cu l a r  the i r  r e l i g i ous  requ i r ements .  The re fo re ,  fo r  I s l am ic  women re fugees l i v i ng  i n  

We l l i ng ton both the soc i a l  and cu l t u r a l  a spec ts  o f  sus ta i nab i l i t y  p l ay  an impo r tan t  ro l e  i n  

the i r  r e se t t l ement  p rocess .  As Ch iu  (2004) exp l a i n s ,  cu l t u re  a f fec t s  the soc i a l  s t ruc tu re ,  

soc i a l  va l ues  and l i f e s ty l e s  o f  a  commun i ty ,  the re fo re  i t  i s  necessa ry  to  unde r s tand the 

soc i a l  i s sues  tha t  the I s l am ic  re fugee commun i ty  face ,  and how these re l a te  to  the i r  

r e l i g i on  and cu l tu r a l  cond i t i on i ng .  Th i s  w i l l  be  d i s cussed and eva l ua ted i n  Chapte r  1 .4 .  
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As i n t roduced ea r l i e r ,  soc i a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  can be assoc i a ted w i th  soc i a l  cohes ion  and 

i nc l u s i on .  Th rough de f i n i ng  soc i a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  Ch iu  (2004) exam ines  th ree  i n te rp re ta t i ons  

based on p rev ious  l i t e r a tu re .  The f i r s t  i s  deve lopment -o r i en ted ,  the second env i r onment -

o r i en ted ,  the  th i r d  peop le -o r i en ted .  Th i s  thes i s  i n te rp re t s  soc i a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  th rough both  

the f i r s t  and th i r d  i n te rp re ta t i on .  The deve lopment -o r i en ted v i ew re fe r s  to  soc i a l  

cons t r a i n t s  tha t  may l im i t  deve lopment ,  subsequent l y  l i n k i ng  cont i nu i t y  to  p rog ress ion .  The 

th i r d  i n te rp re ta t i on  re fe r s  to  the p rocess  o f  ma in ta i n i ng  and imp rov i ng  the we l l be i ng  o f  

peop le  i n  th i s  and fu tu re  gene ra t i ons .  Ch iu  (2004) e l abo ra tes  on these concepts  and 

iden t i f i e s  tha t  the re  shou ld  a l so  be reduc t i ons  i n  soc i a l  i nequa l i t y ,  e spec i a l l y  i n  te rms o f  

soc i a l  exc l u s i on ,  soc i a l  d i s con t i nu i t y  and des t ruc t i ve  con f l i c t s .  The re fo re ,  i t  can be 

conc luded tha t  ha rmon ious  soc i a l  r e l a t i ons  be tween and w i th i n  g roups i s  a  cen t r a l  i s sue 

conce rned w i th  soc i a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y .   

 

Be fo re  de f i n i ng  the concept  o f  cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  the  i n te rp re ta t i on  o f  cu l t u re  w i th i n  

the thes i s  must  be ou t l i n ed .  De f i n i t i ons  o f  cu l t u re  have been p rov ided by Rapopo r t  (1969 

and 2001) ;  Schusky and Cu lbe r t  (1973) ;  and Thaman (2002) ,  who have i den t i f i ed  cu l tu re  

as  i n co rpo ra t i ng  th ree  aspec ts .  The f i r s t  i s  i t s  aes the t i c  and a r t i s t i c  aspec t ,  wh i ch  

i nc l udes  the f i ne  a r t s ,  a r ch i t ec tu re ,  mus i c  and pe r fo rm ing a r t s .  The second i s  the  

cu l t i v a t i on  o f  m ind and sp i r i t ,  wh i ch  re fe r s  to  be l i e f s ,  r e l i g i on  and ideo log i e s .  The th i r d  

aspec t  i s  f rom the an th ropo log i ca l  pe r spec t i ve  and re fe r s  to  the soc i a l  a spec t  o f  human 

behav io r ,  wh i ch  i n c l udes mora l s ,  va l ues ,  l aws ,  codes ,  and cus toms .  Rob in son (1999 :  157) 
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unde r s tands the concept  o f  cu l tu re  as  “a menta l  cons t ruc t  sha red by a  g roup o f  peop le  

tha t  i s  pe rpe tua ted and man i f e s ted d i r ec t l y  i n  behav io r ,  and i nd i r ec t l y  by means o f  

a r t i f a c t s .”  I t  p rov ides  a  way to  desc r i be  the re l a t i onsh ip  be tween the bu i l t  fo rm and 

soc i e ty ’s  ac t i ons  and va l ues  (Rob in son 1999) .  Ch iu  (2004) fu r the r  unde r s tands cu l tu re  as 

be ing  equa ted to  evo lu t i on  r a the r  than rema in i ng  s ta t i c .  The re fo re  the no t ion  o f  cu l t u r a l  

sus ta i nab i l i t y  shou ld  a l l ow cu l tu res  to  evo l ve  and deve lop  w i th  t ime and g loba l  i n f l uences ,  

wh i l e  s t i l l  ma in ta i n i ng  a  sense o f  cu l t u r a l  i den t i t y .  Fo r  the scope o f  th i s  thes i s ,  cu l t u re  

w i l l  be  de f i ned i n  te rms o f  the I s l am ic  re l i g i on ,  a s  i t  p l ays  a  dom inan t  pa r t  i n  a l l  t h ree  

aspec ts  o f  cu l t u re  de f i ned above .  I t s  phys i c a l  man i f e s ta t i on  w i th i n  a r ch i t ec tu re  and d ress  

a re  eva l ua ted i n  Chapte r  1 .5 ;  fo r  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  fo rm ,  as  p roposed by Rapopo r t  (1969) ,  i s  

g rea t l y  i n f l uenced by cu l tu re .  W i th i n  the con tex t  o f  the re fugee and m ig ran t ,  the hos t  

cu l t u re  w i l l  have an impac t  on both the m ig ran t  cu l t u re  and the i r  a r ch i t ec tu re .  

 

The de f i n i t i on  o f  cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  can the re fo re  be unde r s tood as  re ta i n i ng  pa r t s  o f  a  

cu l t u re  wh i l e  s imu l t aneous l y  a l l ow ing fo r  change .  S im i l a r l y  to  de f i n i ng  soc i a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  

Ch i u  (2004) p rov ides  two i n te rp re ta t i ons  o f  cu l tu r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y .  The f i r s t  r e fe r s  to  the 

cont r i bu t i on  o f  sha red va l ues ,  pe rcep t i ons  and a t t i t udes  to  the ach i evement o f  sus ta i nab l e  

deve lopment .  The second i n te rp re ta t i on  re fe r s  to  the sus ta i nab i l i t y  o f  a  cu l t u re  i t se l f ,  

whe re  cu l t u re  i s  r ega rded as  a  c r i t i c a l  component  o f  deve lopment .  Ch iu  (2004) conc ludes 

tha t  cu l t u re  shou ld  evo l ve  w i th  soc io -econom ic  deve lopments  ove r  t ime ,  and i t s  

evo lu t i ona ry  p rocess  shou ld  be recogn i zed th rough the conse rva t i on  o f  cu l t u ra l  he r i t age .  

The re fo re ,  th i s  thes i s  de f i nes  cu l tu r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  as  ma in ta i n i ng  cu l tu r a l  t r ad i t i ons  wh i l e  

s imu l t aneous l y  a l l ow ing fo r  t r ans fo rmat ion .  
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i i i  | S O C I O - C U L T U R A L  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y  &  A R C H I T E C T U R E  

 
 
As impo r tan t  components  o f  the bu i l t  env i r onment ,  bo th  hous i ng  and the mosque p l ay  a  

c ruc i a l  ro l e  i n  the sus ta i nab l e  deve lopment  o f  the m ig ran t  I s l am ic  commun i ty .  Ozak i  (2002) 

be l i e ves  tha t  hous i ng  i s  no t  on l y  a  phys i ca l  space i n  wh i ch  peop le  l i v e ,  bu t  a l s o  a  space 

whe re  soc i a l  i n te r ac t i ons  and r i t ua l s  take p l ace .  S im i l a r l y ,  Ch iu  (2004) cons ide r s  hous i ng  

as  more than j u s t  about  meet i ng  accommodat ion  demands ;  i t  i s  s imu l t aneous l y  an  

impo r tan t  measu re  o f  soc i a l  deve lopments ,  a  key econom ic  conce rn  and a cu l tu r a l  e l ement .  

She a rgues tha t  soc io - cu l t u r a l  f ac to r s  have a  g rea te r  i n f l uence on hous i ng  des ign  than 

c l imate ,  cons t ruc t i on  techn iques  and cos t .   Th i s  i s  r e i t e r a ted by Rapopo r t  (1969) ,  whe re  

he contends tha t  the fo rm and o rgan i za t i on  o f  a r ch i t ec tu re  i s  more  s t rong ly  i n f l uenced by 

cu l t u ra l  t r ad i t i ons  than c l imat i c  cond i t i ons .  The re fo re ,  Ch iu  (2004 :74)  unde r s tands tha t  

“hous i ng  fo rm ,  espec i a l l y  the ex te rna l  appea rance and i n te rna l  s t ruc tu re ,  has  become an 

impo r tan t  man i f e s ta t i on  and symbo l  o f  a  cu l tu re .  I t s  p re se rva t i on  as  a  fo rm o f  cu l tu r a l  

he r i t age i s  the re fo re  impo r tan t .”  Ch iu  (2004) fu r the r  exp l a i n s  tha t  hous i ng  fo rms o f  

d i f f e ren t  s tages can speak o f  the changes tha t  take p l ace  w i th i n  a  cu l t u re .  She conc ludes 

tha t ,  “ the des ign  o f  res i den t i a l  bu i l d i ngs  based on con tempo ra ry  l oca l  cu l t u r a l  and 

aes the t i c  va l ues  m ixed w i th  those o f  the pas t  en r i ches  and sus ta i n s  the cu l tu r a l  i den t i t y  

o f  a  p l ace”  (Ch iu  2004 :75) .  S im i l a r l y  to  hous i ng ,  these concepts  can be t r ans l a ted to  the 

mosque as  th i s  ac t s  as  a  symbo l  and p roduc t  o f  cu l t u re .  The i r  o rgan i za t i on ,  l i k e  hous i ng ,  

i s  g rea t l y  l i n ked to  soc i a l  i n te rac t i ons ,  r i t ua l s  and the way o f  l i f e  o f  the  I s l am ic  

commun i ty .  These cons ide ra t i ons  r a i se  impo r tan t  ques t i ons  o f  how both the house and the 

mosque a re  des igned fo r  the I s l am ic  m ino r i t y  l i v i ng  w i th i n  We l l i ng ton ,  th rough tak i ng  i n to  
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account  how t r ans fo rmat ions  i n  cu l t u re  w i l l  i n fo rm both the i n te r i o r  and ex te r i o r  fo rm o f  

these typo log i e s .  Th i s  w i l l  be  d i s cussed i n  Chapte r  1 .3 .  

Th i s  chap te r  has  i den t i f i ed  and de f i ned the concepts  o f  soc i a l  and cu l tu r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  

and the i r  r e l a t i onsh ip  to  the I s l am ic  commun i ty  l i v i ng  i n  New Zea l and .  I t  has  exam ined the 

ro l e  tha t  soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  can p l ay  w i th i n  bo th  the house and the mosque ,  

wh i ch  p rov ides  a  f r amework  o f  i n te rp re ta t i on  fo r  the thes i s .   
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Th i s  chap te r  eva l ua tes  the cu r ren t  re fugee hous i ng  cond i t i ons  i n  We l l i ng ton .  I t  con ta i n s  bo th  

New Zea l and and i n te rna t i ona l  r e sea rch  on the cond i t i ons  and su i t ab i l i t y  o f  hous i ng  fo r  r e fugee 

commun i t i e s .  The resea rch  i nc l udes  Gove rnment  pub l i c a t i ons  and i n te rv i ews conduc ted by 

Change -Make r s  Re fugee Fo rum .  Th i s  g i ves  an impo r tan t  pe r spec t i ve  f rom Gove rnment  resea rch ,  

a s  i t  ob ta i n s  d i r ec t  qua l i t a t i ve  i n fo rmat ion .  Th i s  a l so  i den t i f i e s  impo r tan t  gaps i n  cu r ren t  

soc i a l  hous i ng  and resea rch ,  r e l a ted to  the concept o f  soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y .  The 

chap te r  then iden t i f i e s  the key i s sues  fo r  I s l am ic  women l i v i ng  i n  Weste rn  houses .  F i na l l y ,  3  

s ta te  hous i ng  typo log i e s  a re  ana l yzed i n  rega rds  to  the needs o f  the I s l am ic  woman ,  as  these 

a re  the p rope r t i e s  tha t  most  r ecen t l y  a r r i ved re fugees occupy .   
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i | G O V E R N M E N T  R E S E A R C H  

 

Cu r ren t  Gove rnment  resea rch ,  conduc ted by both  the NZ Imm ig ra t i on  Depa r tment  and the 

Depa r tment  o f  Labou r ,  uncove r s  key i n fo rmat ion  about  the p rob l ems assoc i a ted w i th  New 

Zea l and u rban hous i ng  fo r  re fugees .  Cu r ren t l y ,  r e fugees en te r  the count ry  and s tay  fo r  6 

weeks a t  the Mange re  Recept ion  cen t re  i n  Auck l and .  I t  i s  then Hous ing  New Zea l and ’s  

re spons ib i l i t y  to  l oca te  more pe rmanent  hous i ng .  Th i s  i s  p re fe rab l y  i n  s ta te  hous i ng  

p rope r t i e s  bu t  re fugees a re  o f ten  fo r ced to  l i v e  i n  p r i v a te  ren ta l s  due to  a  l a ck  o f  

ava i l ab i l i t y .  Th i s  i s  i nd i c a ted i n  F ig .1 ,  wh i ch  i s  ex t r ac ted f rom the NZ Imm ig ra t i on  

Depa r tment ’s  2004 resea rch  en t i t l ed  “Re fugee Vo i ces .”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F i g .1  |  Tab l e  i nd i ca t i ng  to  whom re fugees pay hous i ng  ren t .  

Refugee  Type

Recent ly  Arr ived  (6  Months)

Quota Convent ion Family  Reunion

Who  Rent  
Was  Paid  

To

n

Establ ished
Total

TOTAL

Private  Landlord

HNZC

Business

Local   
Author i ty  or  
Counci l

Other

% n % % % %n n n

16 26 26

42 69 1

0 0 0 0

3 5 1

0 0 1

61 100 29 100

90

3

3

3

30 61

3 6

11 22

4 8

1 2

72 52

46 33

11 8

8 6

2 1

54 46

43 37

4 3

14 12

2 2

10011710013910049
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The most  common hous i ng  typo logy tha t  re fugees occupy i s  the  f r ees tand ing  house .  Th i s  

i s  fo l l owed by e i the r  an  apa r tment  o r  townhouse .  A l though based on hous i ng  typo log i e s  i n  

Auck l and ,  F ig .  2  i nd i ca tes  the pe rcen tage o f  re fugees l i v i ng  w i th i n  the va r i ous  typo log i e s .  

“Re fugee Vo i ces ,”  i nvo l ved i n te rv i ew ing 135 re fugees on the i r  expe r i ence o f  hous i ng  i n  

New Zea l and .  I t  e s tab l i s hed some impo r tan t  i s sues  re l a t i ng  to  the qua l i t y  o f  hous i ng ,  

i n c l ud i ng  i t s  l o ca t i on ,  s i ze ,  cos t  and cu l tu r a l  app rop r i a teness .  Loca t i on  o f  hous i ng  fo r  

these commun i t i e s  was cons ide red an impo r tan t  i s sue .  F i r s t l y ,  th i s  i s  because they 

gene ra l l y  p re fe r  be ing  loca ted c lo se  to  the i r  e thn i c  commun i ty  as  i t  p rov ides  soc i a l  and 

emot iona l  suppo r t ;  and second ly ,  be i ng  loca ted c lo se  to  a  re l i g i ous  fac i l i t y  was cons ide red 

impo r tan t  as  re l i g i on  p l ays  a  c r i t i c a l  pa r t  i n  the l i v es  o f  many re fugees .  These fac i l i t i e s  

a l so  p rov ide  a  p l ace  fo r  re fugees to  meet  o the r s  f rom the i r  own e thn i c  backg rounds .  The 

l ack  o f  cu l tu r a l  app rop r i a teness  w i th i n  New Zea l and hous i ng  fo r  re fugees was es tab l i s hed ,  

and p r ima r i l y  focused on spa t i a l  l a you ts  tha t  neg lec ted the spec i f i c  needs o f  d i f f e ren t  

re l i g i ons  and cu l tu res .  The s i ze  o f  hous i ng  was cons ide red p rob lemat i c  as  many fam i l i e s  

we re  found to  be l i v i ng  i n  ove rc rowded cond i t i ons .  Emphas i s  was the re fo re  p l aced on both 

the u rban p l acement  and requ i r ement  o f  more  hous i ng  fo r  these g roups ,  w i th  l im i ted de ta i l  

on  spa t i a l  r equ i r ements  and des ign  fo r  spec i f i c  cu l t u r a l  g roups .  

 

I n  2009 ,  the New Zea l and Depa r tment  o f  Labou r  comp i l ed  a  document en t i t l ed  “Long-Te rm 

Set t l ement  fo r  Re fugees :  Themes Emerg ing  f rom the Resea rch .”  Th i s  document  conta i n s  

key themes a r i s i ng  f rom nat i ona l  and i n te rna t i ona l  r e sea rch  i n to  the rese t t l ement  o f  

re fugees .  Peckham ,  Wa l l a ce ,  W i l by  and Nob le  (2004) ,  ou t l i n e  tha t  secu re  hous i ng  i s  

TYPES OF HOUS ING n % 

House 30 41 .5 

Apa r tment  2 3 .1  
Type o f  House i n  

P r i v a te  Ren ta l  
Townhouse 9 12 .5 

House 39 54 .2 

Townhouse 1 1 .4 

Apa r tment  8 11 .1 

Type o f  House i n  

S ta te  Ren ta l  

Sha red House 4 5 .5 

F ig .  2  |  Re fugee Hous ing  Typo log i e s  i n  Auck l and .  
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ex t reme ly  impo r tan t  to  re fugees ,  and sa t i s f ac t i on  w i th  hous i ng  was assoc i a ted w i th  qua l i t y  

o f  l i f e .  Age r  and S t r ang (2004) found tha t  i n te rv i ewees se ldom focused on the phys i ca l  

a spec ts  o f  hous i ng ,  i n s tead they cen te red on the soc i a l  and cu l tu r a l  a spec ts ;  i n c l ud i ng  

sa fe ty  and secu r i t y ,  and the impo r tance o f  re l a t i onsh ip s  w i th  peop le  o f  the  same e thn i c  

g roup .  Ha l ango (2009) cha l l enges tha t  few a reas  i n  New Zea l and have spec i f i c  r e fugee 

hous i ng  s t r a teg i e s ,  ye t  these newcomers  o f ten need more suppo r t .  Th i s  i s  due to  the 

assoc i a ted t r auma o f  fo r ced m ig ra t i on  such as  pub l i c  hos t i l i t y ,  d i s c r im ina t i on  and a  l a ck  o f  

commun i ty  suppo r t ,  wh i ch  i s  d i s cussed i n  Chapte r  1 .4 .  Th i s  es tab l i s hes  a  requ i r ement 

w i th i n  New Zea l and fo r  no t  on l y  a  hous i ng  typo logy tha t  add resses  the spec i f i c  needs o f  

the I s l am ic  re fugee commun i t y ,  bu t  a l so  the impo r tance o f  commun i ty  space ,  such as  the 

mosque .  Th i s  space a l l ows them to meet  w i th  peop le  f rom the i r  e thn i c  g roup ,  ma in ta i n  

cu l t u ra l  t r ad i t i ons ,  and cou ld  a l so  he lp  to  i n f l uence the pe rcep t i ons  towa rds  the I s l am ic  

g roup wh i ch  can l ead to  negat i ve  re l a t i onsh ip s  be tween the hos t  commun i ty  and the 

m ig ran t .   



27   

i i  | C H A N G E - M A K E R S  R E F U G E E  F O R U M  R E S E A R C H  

 

Change -Make r s  Re fugee Fo rum i s  an  o rgan i za t i on  es tab l i s hed by re fugees fo r  the  re fugee 

commun i ty .  They have conduc ted numerous resea rch  p ro j ec t s  i n to  the hous i ng  cond i t i ons  

fo r  the i r  commun i ty  th rough va r i ous  i n te rv i ew p rocesses .  Th rough contac t  w i th  th i s  

o rgan i za t i on ,  fu r the r  i n fo rmat ion  was obta i ned on the i s sues  o f  hous i ng  f rom a re fugee 

pe r spec t i ve .  A l though many i s sues  r a i sed we re  s im i l a r  to  those uncove red by Gove rnment  

resea rch ,  the re  was more  emphas i s  p l aced on the cu l tu r a l  app rop r i a teness  o f  hous i ng  and 

how unde r s tand ing the h i s to ry  and backg round o f  these commun i t i e s  cou ld  be t te r  i n fo rm 

des ign .  Fo r  examp le ,  ove r seas  resea rch  conduc ted by Change -Make r s  sugges ts  tha t  ha l f  o f  

a l l  r e fugees  come f rom ag r i cu l t u r a l  backg rounds ,  the re fo re  many o f  these commun i t i e s  

wou ld  fee l  mo re  a t  home i f  they we re  ab le  to  bu i l d  on ag r i cu l t u r a l  l and i n  o rde r  to  sus ta i n  

themse l ves  i n  sma l l  commun i ty  g roups .  The i r  r e sea rch  i den t i f i ed  tha t  many re fugees  

encounte r  abuse f rom ne ighbo rs ,  espec i a l l y  i n  apa r tment  comp lexes ,  wh i ch  has  a  negat i ve  

impac t  on the i r  i n teg ra t i on  p rocess  and emot iona l  we l l be i ng .  Soc i a l  i so l a t i on  was 

cons ide red a  key i s sue tha t  i s  p reva l en t  w i th i n  cu r ren t  hous i ng  p l acement ,  and the 

impo r tance o f  be ing  l oca ted nea r  o the r  peop le  o f  the  same e thn i c  backg round was 

emphas i zed .  The re fo re ,  th i s  re sea rch  fu r the r  es tab l i s hes  the need fo r  a  hous i ng  typo logy 

tha t  i s  des igned spec i f i c a l l y  to  meet  both  the hous i ng  and u rban needs o f  the I s l am ic  

re fugee commun i ty .  
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i i i  | I S L A M I C  W O M E N  &  T H E  W E S T E R N  H O U S E  
 

One o f  the most  s ign i f i c an t  p rob lems found fo r  I s l am ic  women l i v i ng  i n  Weste rn  hous i ng  i s  

the i s sue o f  p r i v acy .  Many I s l am ic  women encounte r  d i f f i cu l t y  i n  be ing  ab le  to  remove the 

ve i l  w i th i n  Weste rn  houses ,  whe re  t r ad i t i ona l l y  the home has been one o f  the few p l aces  

tha t  a l l owed fo r  th i s .  Vah i j i  and Had j i y ann i  (2009) i den t i f y  tha t  the d i f f i cu l t i e s  some o f  

these women face l i v i ng  i n  U .S .  homes ,  was the l a ck  o f  suppo r t  i n  rega rds  to  p r i vacy 

needs .  One 27 -yea r  o ld  i n te rv i ewee commented tha t  “p r i vacy i s  impo r tan t  because l i v i ng  i n  

Amer i ca  means the re  a re  ce r ta i n  no rms tha t  you need to  p rac t i ce .  Because when I  am 

home ,  I  can t ru l y  be who I  am ,  I  need to  have p r i v acy  to  ma in ta i n  who I  am”  (Vah i j i  and 

Had j i y ann i  2009) .  These d i f f i c u l t i e s  we re  exace rba ted by tempora l  f ac to r s  l i k e  the fac t  

tha t  ha l f  o f  the i r  i n te rv i ewees spen t  much o f  the day i n  the home o f ten ca r i ng  fo r  

ch i l d ren ;  cook ing  and c l ean i ng ;  soc i a l i z i ng ;  and read ing  and wo rk i ng  on the compute r  

(Vah i j i  and Had j i y ann i  2009) .  The open p l ans  p reva l en t  i n  new Weste rn  homes we re  found 

to  be one o f  the des ign  cha rac te r i s t i c s  tha t  most  i n te rv i ewees had t roub le  w i th .  Fo r  

examp le ,  open -p l an  k i t chens res t r i c t  a  woman ’s  f r eedom wh i l e  cook ing  when gues ts  a re  i n  

the house ,  as  they have to  keep the i r  ve i l s  on to  ma in ta i n  p r i v acy .  These spa t i a l  d i v i s i ons  

no t  on l y  ex tend ho r i zon ta l l y ,  bu t  ve r t i c a l l y  as  we l l .  Bed rooms loca ted ups ta i r s  we re  found 

to  p rov ide  a  space to  take o f f  the ve i l .  The p l acement  o f  the  s ta i r c ase  was a l so  

cons ide red impo r tan t ,  a s  i t  must  a l l ow he r  to  go to  the second f l oo r  w i thou t  be ing seen 

f rom both the i n s i de  and outs i de  o f  the house .  Apa r t  f rom spa t i a l  d i v i s i ons  and  the 

p l acement  o f  rooms ,  the s i ze  o f  spaces a l so  impac ted the women ’s  ac t i v i t i e s  i n  the home .  

Typ i ca l l y  when gues ts  v i s i t  gende r  seg rega t i on  ru l e s  take e f fec t .  Hav ing two l a rge  sepa ra te  
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spaces  to  accommodate the two g roups i s  i dea l  fo r  a  ga the r i ng ,  as  women have a  l i v i ng  

space to  themse lves  whe re  they can remove the ve i l .  V i ews i n  f rom the ou ts i de  we re  a l so  

found to  l im i t  the ac t i v i t i e s  o f  the women whe re ,  t r ad i t i ona l l y ,  open ings  and w indows we re  

des igned to  m in im ize  the v i ews i n to  the house wh i l e  s t i l l  a l l ow ing v i ews ou t .  Th i s  concept  

i n t r i c a te l y  connec ts  to  the pe rcep t i on  o f  sa fe ty  and secu r i t y ,  whe re  a  women can fee l  sa fe  

i n s i de  he r  house ,  know ing tha t  she cannot  be v i ewed f rom the ou ts i de .  The re fo re ,  the  

concept  o f  p r i v acy i s  connec ted no t  on l y  to  the ab i l i t y  to  pe r fo rm househo ld  ac t i v i t i e s  

f r ee l y ,  bu t  a l so  to  a  woman ’s  pe rcep t ion  o f  sa fe ty  and secu r i t y .  
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iv  | H N Z C  &  T H E  S T A T E  H O U S E  

 
As Hous ing  New Zea l and (HNZC)  p rope r t i e s  a re  whe re  re fugees a re  p re fe rab l y  p l aced ,  and 

the re fo re  common ly  occup ied  by re fugees ,  th i s  sec t i on  w i l l  p rov ide  a  backg round i n to  

We l l i ng ton s ta te  hous i ng  p rope r t i e s  and w i l l  ana l yze 2 case s tud i e s  i n  rega rds  to  the 

needs o f  I s l am ic  women .  HNZC uses  a  soc i a l  a l l o ca t i on  sys tem tha t  p rov ides  s ta te  hous i ng  

to  those i n  need and i s  measu red i n  te rms o f  i n come ,  emp loyment  s i t ua t i on ,  and 

imm ig ra t i on  s ta tus .  HNZC g i ves  p r i o r i t y  to  peop le  expe r i enc i ng  hous i ng  and f i n anc i a l  s t r e ss  

tha t  i s  seve re ;  u rgen t  and l i k e l y  to  pe r s i s t  ove r  t ime ;  and who have d i f f i cu l t y  func t i on i ng  

i n  the p r i v a te  hous i ng  marke t .  They a re  cons tan t l y  re -eva l ua t i ng  the i r  hous i ng  s tock ,  and 

o f ten  buy o r  l ease  p r i v a te  homes ,  r e l oca te  o r  redeve lop ex i s t i ng  hous i ng ,  o r  bu i l d  pu rpose 

bu i l t  hous i ng  fac i l i t i e s .   

 

W i th i n  the g rea te r  We l l i ng ton reg ion ,  the re  i s  a  concent r a t i on  o f  s ta te  hous i ng  p rope r t i e s  

i n  Po r i r ua ,  Lowe r  Hut t  and the We l l i ng ton C i ty  a rea  as  i nd i ca ted i n  F ig .  3 .  W i th i n  the 

We l l i ng ton C i ty  a rea ,  the re  i s  a  h igh  concent ra t i on  o f  s ta te  hous i ng  p rope r t i e s  i n  B reake r  

Bay and Ka ro r i  West ,  a s  i nd i ca ted i n  F ig .  4 .  I t  a l so  i nd i ca tes  a  mode ra te  concen t ra t i on  o f  

s ta te  hous i ng  i n  Lya l l  Bay ,  Newtown ,  Be rhampo re ,  and No r th l and .  

 

As i n t roduced ea r l i e r ,  the  u rban l ayout  o f  re fugee hous i ng  can i n f l uence how success fu l l y  

these g roups se t t l e  i n to  the i r  new commun i ty .  Imm ig ra t i on  New Zea l and i den t i f i e s  tha t  a  

h igh  concent ra t i on  o f  m ig ran t  and re fugee fam i l i e s  f rom d i ve r se  cu l tu r a l  backg rounds 

w i th i n  a  subu rban a rea  means tha t  they may s t rugg le  to  i n teg ra te  i n to  the w ide r  

F ig .  3  |  Loca t i on  o f  S ta te  Hous i ng i n  the  G rea te r  

We l l i ng ton Reg ion .  

 

 

F ig .  4  |  Loca t i on  o f  S ta te  Hous i ng i n  We l l i ng ton C i t y  

Reg ion .  
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commun i ty .  I n  the pas t ,  HNZC used a s t r a tegy ca l l ed  ‘peppe r -po t t i ng , ’  wh i ch  was an ea r l y  

a t tempt to  ass im i l a te  the Mao r i  commun i ty  i n to  the Eu ropean .  I t  essen t i a l l y  i nvo l ved 

p l ac i ng  Mao r i  f am i l i e s  i n to  Eu ropean ne ighbo rhoods ,  i n  o rde r  to  l e s sen the sepa ra t i on  

be tween the two g roups .  I t  r ece i ved m ixed reac t i ons  f rom both commun i t i e s  –  a l t hough 

re l a t i onsh ip s  be tween Mao r i  and Eu ropeans whe re  fos te red ,  i t  was a l so  found to  resu l t  i n  a  

l o s s  o f  cu l tu r a l  i den t i t y  w i th i n  the Mao r i  commun i ty .  Sch rade r  (2005) unde r s tands tha t  i n  

the 1970 ’s ,  the peppe r -po t t i ng  po l i c y  fe l l  ou t  o f  f avou r  as  po l i t i c i ans  began recogn i z i ng  

tha t  the comp le te  ass im i l i a t i on  o f  Mao r i  i n to  Pakeha soc i e ty  was ne i the r  des i r ab l e  no r  

p rac t i c a l .  
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v  | T H E  S T A T E  H O U S E  I N  W E L L I N G T O N  

 

With in  We l l i ng ton ,  most  s ta te  hous i ng  p rope r t i e s  a re  e i t he r  de tached o r  j o i ned houses ,  o r  

m id - r i s e  apa r tment  bu i l d i ngs .  Th i s  sec t i on  w i l l  ana l yze  these typo log i e s  i n  re l a t i on  to  the 

soc io - cu l t u r a l  r equ i r ements  o f  I s l am ic  women .   

 

J O I N E D  F L A T S  
 

6 2 3 A , B , C , D  E v a n s  B a y  P a r a d e ,  K i l b i r n i e  

 

Th i s  s ta te  p rope r ty  cons i s t s  o f  fou r  one l eve l  un i t s ,  each w i th  an i den t i c a l  f l oo r  p l an .  Th i s  

i n c l udes  3 bed rooms loca ted o f f  the  l i v i ng  a rea ,  and an open p l an  k i t chen and d in i ng  a rea .  

A sma l l  co r r i do r  o f f  th i s  space p rov ides  access  to  the ba th room ,  to i l e t  and l aund ry .  A 

cen t ra l  co r r i do r  p rov ides  access  to  the fou r  un i t s .   

 

I n  rega rds  to  the soc io - cu l t u r a l  conce rns  o f  I s l am ic  woman ,  the re  a re  some e lements  o f  

the l ayou t  tha t  respond to  the i r  needs ,  bu t  o the r s  tha t  a re  unsuppo r t i ve .  The seg rega ted 

ba th room ,  l aund ry  and to i l e t  space a l l ows th i s  to  be sepa ra te  f rom the res t  o f  t he  house .  

Howeve r ,  the re  i s  on l y  one en t rance to  the house ,  wh i ch  does not  suppo r t  the  gende r  

seg rega t i on  requ i r ements ,  espec i a l l y  when the re  a re  gues ts  v i s i t i ng  the p rope r ty .  The 

loca t i on  o f  the bed room o f f  the  ma in  l i v i ng  space a l so  dec reases  the l eve l  o f  p r i v acy 

w i th i n  the bed rooms ,  wh i ch  a re  more su i t ab l y  p l aced away f rom the ma in  l i v i ng  a reas  o f  F ig .  5  |  F ron t  E l eva t i on  and 

F loo r  P l ans  o f  623 Evans  Bay 

Road 
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the house .  The open p l an  k i t chen and d i n i ng  a rea  i s  a l so  p rob l emat i c ,  a s  th i s  doesn ’ t  a l l ow 

the woman to  cook w i thou t  he r  ve i l  wh i l e  the re  a re  v i s i t o r s  i n  the house .    

 

F rom the ex te r i o r ,  the open ings  l oca ted on the façade a l l ow v i ews eas i l y  i n to  the house 

f rom the s t ree t ,  howeve r  the spaces tha t  they look  i n  to  a re  re l a t i ve l y  pub l i c  i n te r i o r  

spaces .  The bed room w indows face towa rds  the back o f  the s i t e  wh i ch  s ign i f i c an t l y  

i n c reases  the p r i v acy o f  these spaces ,  wh i ch  has  been cons ide red by Vah i j i  and Had j i y ann i  

(2009) as  one o f  the few spaces  tha t  the I s l am ic  woman has  u l t imate  p r i v acy .  The k i t chen 

a rea  and ba th room ,  howeve r ,  a re  l oca ted a t  the f ron t  o f  the house  wh i ch  pe rm i t s  pub l i c  

v i ews i n to  these spaces .  The s i ze  and p l acement  o f  the w indows i n  the ba th room , howeve r ,  

l im i t s  v i ews i n to  th i s  room .   
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D E T A C H E D  H O U S I N G  

1 2 7  N e v a y  R o a d ,  M i r a m a r  
 

Th i s  two -s to rey  s ta te  house cons i s t s  o f  3 bed rooms and a ba th room on the uppe r  f l oo r ;  

and an open p l anned l i v i ng  space w i th  a  seg rega ted k i t chen space on the g round f l oo r .  

 

I n  compa r i son to  the Evans Bay Road p rope r ty ,  th i s  i s  mo re  suppo r t i ve  o f  the soc io -

cu l t u r a l  needs o f  the I s l am ic  woman .  The loca t i on  o f  the bed rooms and ba th rooms on the 

uppe r  l eve l  p rov ides  a  p r i v a te  space tha t  i s  de tached f rom the l i v i ng  spaces  l oca ted 

downsta i r s .  The s ta i rwe l l ,  howeve r ,  i s  l o ca ted o f f  the ma in  en t r ance to  the house ,  wh i ch  

dec reases  the p r i vacy o f  the women i f  she w i shes  to  access  ups ta i r s  w i thou t  be ing  seen 

f rom the en t ry .  The re  i s  on l y  one ma in  l i v i ng  space tha t  does no t  a l l ow fo r  the t r ad i t i ona l  

sepa ra t i on  o f  women and men du r i ng  v i s i t s ,  howeve r ,  i t s  sca l e  wou ld  suppo r t  a  re l a t i ve l y  

l a rge  ga the r i ng .  The k i t chen and l aund ry  i s  sepa ra ted f rom the l i v i ng  space ,  wh i ch  wou ld  

a l l ow the women to  cook and c l ean  f r ee l y  w i thou t  wea r i ng  the ve i l .  The re  a re  two 

ent rances  i n to  the house –  one f rom the l aund ry  and anothe r  f rom the ma in  en t ry ,  wh i ch  

suppo r t s  t r ad i t i ona l  gende r  seg rega t i on .   

 

The s t ree t  e l eva t i on  o f  the p rope r ty ,  i l l u s t r a ted i n  F ig .6 ,  i nd i ca tes  tha t  the sca l e  o f  the  

open ings  l im i t  v i ews i n to  both  the l i v i ng  space downsta i r s ,  and the bed rooms ups ta i r s ,  

wh i ch  he lp s  to  ma in ta i n  the sense o f  p r i v acy i n  these rooms .  
F ig .  6 |  F ron t  E l eva t i on  and 

F loo r  P l ans  o f  127 Nevay 

Road .  
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O T H E R  H O U S I N G  T Y P O L O G I E S  

H i g h - R i s e  a n d  M i d - R i s e  A p a r t m e n t s  

 

The re  a re  seve ra l  pe rce i ved advan tages and d i s advan tages fo r  I s l am ic  women l i v i ng  w i th i n  

apa r tment  bu i l d i ngs .   

 

A d v a n t a g e s  f o r  l i v i n g  i n  t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s  i n c l u d e :  

-V iews i n to  the uppe r  l eve l  apa r tments  f rom the s t ree t  wou ld  be d im in i shed due to  the 

d i s t ance f rom the g round to  the rooms ,  wh i ch  wou ld  i nc rease the sense o f  p r i v acy .  

-Apa r tment  comp lexes  cou ld  l im i t  soc i a l  i so l a t i on  as  I s l am ic  re fugees cou ld  be housed w i th  

ex tended fam i l i e s  and f r i ends  i n  the same bu i l d i ng .  

-Cou ld  a l l ow fo r  m ixed e thn i c i t i e s ,  wh i ch  reduces  res i den t i a l  seg rega t i on .  

 

D i s a d v a n t a g e s  f o r  l i v i n g  w i t h i n  t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s  i n c l u d e :  

-The pub l i c  c i r cu l a t i on  space  and en t r ances tha t  a re  used to  access  apa r tments  do not  

a l l ow fo r  gende r  seg rega t i on .  

-The re  i s  gene ra l l y  l i t t l e  p r i v a te  ex te r i o r  space whe re  the women can remove he r  ve i l .   

-The re  i s  an  i nc reased poten t i a l  fo r  d i s c r im ina t i on  and abuse f rom ne ighbo r s  compa red to  a  

de tached house ,  due to  l i v i ng  w i th i n  a  c lo se  p rox im i ty .  

-The re  i s  l im i ted  ab i l i t y  to  exp ress  cu l tu r a l  i den t i t y  w i th i n  a  m ixed -e thn i c i t y  hous i ng  

comp lex .   
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Th i s  chap te r  rev i ewed na t i ona l  and i n te rna t i ona l  r e sea rch  i n to  hous i ng  fo r  r e fugee 

popu l a t i ons  i n  o rde r  to  es tab l i s h  the cu r ren t  gap w i th i n  hous i ng  fo r  these commun i t i e s  

f rom a soc io - cu l t u r a l  pe r spec t i ve .  I t  d rew in fo rmat ion  f rom both gove rnment  and re fugee 

pe r spec t i ves ,  to  ga in  a  ho l i s t i c  mode l  o f  cu r r en t  hous i ng  i s sues  w i th i n  th i s  commun i ty .  The 

s ta te  house ,  whe re  the ma jo r i t y  o f  re fugees a re  p l aced ,  was ana l yzed i n  rega rds  to  the 

needs o f  the  I s l am ic  woman ,  and i den t i f i ed  seve ra l  i s sues  w i th  Weste rn  homes tha t  we re  

un respons i ve  to  the i r  soc io - cu l t u r a l  needs .   
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Th i s  chap te r  re -eva l ua tes  the concept  o f  the home w i th i n  the contex t  o f  m ig ra t i on .  I n i t i a l l y  i t  

c r i t i ques  the t r ad i t i ona l  v i ew o f  the home w i th  tha t  o f  the contempo ra ry  m ig ran t  home .  Second ly ,  

the ro l e  o f  the i n te r i o r  o f  the m ig ran t  home i s  es tab l i s hed i n  te rms o f  i den t i t y  con t i nua t i on  and 

memory ;  and i t s  r e l a t i onsh ip  to  cu l tu re  and home land i s  d i s cussed .  F i na l l y ,  the  ro l e  o f  the ex te r i o r  

o f  the m ig ran t  home i s  es tab l i s hed i n  rega rds  to  symbo l i sm and pe rcep t ion ,  and i s  ana l yzed 

th rough i t s  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i th  the hos t  commun i ty .  These concepts  a re  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  l i n ked to  soc io -

cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  a s  the home p l ays  an impo r tan t  pa r t  i n  bo th  cu l t u ra l  con t i nu i t y  and 

t r ans fo rmat ion ;  and the m in im iza t i on  o f  con f l i c t  be tween the m ig ran t  and hos t  cu l tu re .  
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i  | T H E  M I G R A N T  H O M E  

 

With in  an i nc reas i ng l y  g loba l i s ed  wo r l d  the m ig ran t  i s  becom ing i nc reas i ng l y  more common .  

Th i s  has  vas t  imp l i c a t i ons  fo r  the t r ad i t i ona l  no t i on  o f  home ,  wh i ch  i s  conce rned w i th  f i x ed 

and s tab l e  soc i e t i e s .  Rappo r t  and Dawson (1998) de f i ne  the t r ad i t i ona l  conceptua l i z a t i ons  

o f  home as  be ing  a  sa fe  and s t i l l  p l a ce  to  l eave and re tu rn  to ,  and a  p r i n c i pa l  focus  o f  

one ’s  conce rn  and con t ro l .  Consequent l y ,  they a rgue tha t  to  v i ew the home in  th i s  way i s  

ou tda ted ,  as  i t  p rov ides  l i t t l e  conceptua l  g round ing i n  a  wo r l d  o f  i n c reas i ng  con tempo ra ry  

movement .  S imonot  (2002 :10) fu r the r  be l i e ves  tha t  “ sedan ta r i ness  and roo tedness  a re  

l i n ked w i th  a  conse rva t i ve  v i ew o f  the wo r l d  tha t  doesn ’ t  encompass  changes a t  wo rk  –  

econom ic  and soc i a l  changes ,  no t  to  say the d i s so l u t i on  o f  what  i s  ca l l ed  the househo ld  

un i t .”  Busch (1999 :20)  fu r the r  a rgues  tha t  “any de f i n i t i on  o f  home today must  cons ide r  

how new a t t i t udes  and va l ues  come up aga in s t  the fam i l i a r ;  how ou r  needs a re  se rved by 

what  we know ,  as  we l l  a s  by what  we remember .”  The house fo rm both  enc lo ses  space 

( the house i n te r i o r )  and exc l udes  space (eve ry th i ng  ou ts i de  i t ) .  The re fo re  i t  has  two ve ry  

impo r tan t  and d i f f e ren t  components :  i t s  i n te r i o r  and ex te r i o r / f acade .  “The house the re fo re  

n i ce l y  re f l e c t s  how man sees  h imse l f ,  w i th  both  an i n t imate  i n te r i o r ,  o r  se l f  a s  v i ewed 

f rom w i th i n  and revea l ed  on l y  to  those i n t imates  who a re  i nv i t ed  i n s i de ,  and a  pub l i c  

ex te r i o r  ( the  pe r sona o r  mask ,  i n  Jung i an  te rms)  o r  the  se l f  tha t  we choose to  d i sp l ay  to  

o the r s”  Coope r  (1974 :131) .  These two ro l e s  o f  the house have a  s ign i f i c an t  pa r t  to  p l ay  

w i th i n  the con tex t  o f  the m ig ran t ,  and w i l l  be  d i s cussed i n  the fo l l ow ing pa rag raphs .   
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i i  | T H E  I N T E R I O R :  A  S I T E  O F  C U L T U R A L  C O N T I N U A T I O N   

 

The i n te r i o r  o f  the m ig ran t  home can be conce i ved as  a  s i t e  whe re  symbo l i sm ,  memory and 

r i t ua l  can p l ay  a  pa r t  i n  the cont i nua t i on  o f  a  m ig ran t ’s  cu l tu re .  Rappo r t  and Dawson 

(1998) i den t i f y  tha t  one fee l s  a t  home when they i nhab i t  an  env i r onment  tha t  bes t  a l l ows 

fo r  the rou t i nes  o f  da i l y  l i f e  and th rough wh i ch  they f i nd  the i r  i den t i t y  bes t  med ia ted .  The 

concepts  o f  memory and symbo l i sm w i th i n  the i n te r i o r  o f  m ig ran t  homes can be 

es tab l i s hed as  a  method o f  ensu r i ng  cu l t u ra l  con t i nua t i on .  Coope r  (1974 :  131) unde r s tands 

tha t  i n  o rde r  to  comprehend the i dea o f  se l f ,  “man g rasps  a t  phys i ca l  fo rms o r  symbo l s  

wh i ch  a re  c lo se  and mean ing fu l  to  h im ,  and wh i ch  a re  v i s i b l e  and de f i nab l e .”  Ghat tas  

(1999 :12) ,  v i ews memory as  be ing  the “p r ima ry  means by wh i ch  re fugees es tab l i s h  

cont i nu i t y  be tween the pas t  and the p resen t ,”  and v i ews th i s  as  be ing  c r i t i c a l  to  the 

deve lopment  o f  i den t i t y  i n  the re fugee d i a spo ra .  He ou t l i n es  tha t  the impo r tance o f  sha red 

memory i s  obv ious  –  i n  o rde r  to  recons t i t u te  the i r  l i v e s  memory becomes a c r i t i c a l  l i n k ,  

w i thou t  wh i ch  the i den t i t y  o f  these commun i t i e s  i s  l o s t .  “The reco l l e c t i ons  o f  the pas t  

se rve  as  the ac t i ve  i deo log i ca l  te r r a i n  on wh i ch  peop le  rep resen t  themse lves  to  

themse l ves .  The pas t  acqu i r e s  a  more marked sa l i ence w i th  sub jec t s  fo r  whom ca tego r i e s  

o f  the p resen t  have been made unusua l l y  uns tab le  o r  unp red i c tab l e  as  a  consequence o f  

the d i sp l acement  en fo rced by pos tco lon i a l  and m ig ran t  c i r cumstances”  (Gangu l y  1997 :  29 -

30) .  The re fo re ,  the i n te r i o r  o f  the  m ig ran t  home can be conce i ved as  a  space tha t  

p rovokes  memory and symbo l i c a l l y  l i n ks  a  m ig ran t  back  to  the i r  cu l t u r a l  and re l i g i ous  

t r ad i t i ons .  Th i s  i n c l udes  th i ngs  such as  food ,  mus i c ,  o rnaments  and da i l y  r i t ua l s .  I ng raham 
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(2004 :63)  fu r the r  i den t i f i e s  tha t  the p roduc t i on  o f  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  space i s  neve r  s imp ly  the 

p roduc t i on  o f  abs t r ac t  symbo l i c  space ,  bu t  r a the r  a  cu l t u r a l  negot i a t i on :  “ I t  i s  space 

p roduced ou t  o f  an  en tang led  ne two rk  o f  cu l t u r a l  negot i a t i ons  su r round ing i deas  o f  home ,  

i den t i t y ,  commun i ty ,  p rop r i e ty ,  p rope r ty  owne rsh ip ,  gende r ,  aes the t i c s ,  and a  mu l t i t ude o f  

o the r  i s sues .”  The re fo re  the symbo l i c  i n te r i o r  e l ements  o f  the m ig ran t  house p l ay  an 

impo r tan t  pa r t  w i th i n  i den t i t y  fo rmat ion  and cu l tu r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y .  
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i i i  | T H E  E X T E R I O R :  A  S I T E  O F  C R O S S - C U L T U R A L  

N E G O T I A T I O N  

 

As the m ig ran t  house i s  a  s i t e  i n  wh i ch  the m ig ran t  i s  i n se r ted i n to  a  p re -ex i s t i ng  o rde r  o f  

l anguage ,  i t  r a i se s  some s ign i f i c an t  ques t i ons  about  the spa t i a l  r e l a t i onsh ip s  be tween the 

m ig ran t  house and the hos t  commun i ty .  The house ex te r i o r  becomes a  s i t e  whe re  

p rocesses  o f  negot i a t i on  occu r ,  and cou ld  be seen as  a  med ia to r  be tween two d i f f e ren t  

cu l t u res .  Lozanovska (1997) i n t roduces the ex te r i o r  fo rm o f  the house as  becom ing a 

symbo l  tha t  i n te rac t s  be tween both the m ig ran t  and the hos t  commun i ty .  W i th i n  he r  tex t ,  

she p rov ides  an examp le  o f  an  Aus t r a l i an  m ig ran t  house ,  whe re  l i on  f i gu res  ado rn  the ga te .  

“Fo r  the m ig ran t  these f i gu res  a re  images o f  powe r  and fo rce ,  images o f  

te r r i t o r i a l i z a t i ons ,  o f  a  f ron t i e r  i n  and o f  space .  Ye t  i n  the i r  t r ans fe r  i n to  the subu rban 

env i ronment ,  they become ta rge ts  fo r  the common ges tu re  o f  f i nge r  po in t i ng  –  a  ges tu re  

o f  m i l i t a r y  i n ten t  i n  the cu l t u r a l  ba t t l e f i e l d”  (Lozanovska 1997 :110) .  The re fo re  the 

symbo l i c  ob jec t  may take on d i f f e ren t  mean ings  and pe rcep t i ons  fo r  d i f f e ren t  cu l tu res ,  

o f ten  resu l t i ng  i n  m i sconcept ions  tha t  ho ld  the poten t i a l  to  c rea te  negat i ve  i n te rac t i ons  

be tween the m ig ran t  and the hos t  commun i ty .  Consequent l y ,  i t  i s  impo r tan t  to  ca re fu l l y  

negot i a te  be tween the d i f f e r i ng  pe rcep t i on  o f  mean ing o f  the  symbo l i c  ob jec t ,  i n  o rde r  to  

reduce negat i ve  re l a t i onsh ip s  and e f fec t i ve l y  i n c rease  soc i a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  w i th i n  bo th  the 

m ig ran t  and hos t  commun i t i e s .  
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Th i s  chap te r  p rov ided a  conceptua l  i n te rp re ta t i on  o f  the home w i th i n  the con tex t  o f  

m ig ra t i on .  I t  es tab l i s hed an unde r s tand ing o f  the ro l e  o f  bo th  the i n te r i o r  and ex te r i o r  o f  

the home .  The i n te r i o r  was unde r s tood as  becom ing a  s i t e  tha t  a l l ows fo r  cu l t u r a l  

con t i nua t i on ,  th rough spa t i a l  l ayou t s  and the be long ings  o f  the m ig ran t .  The ex te r i o r  was 

es tab l i s hed as  becom ing a s i t e  whe re  the w ide r  pe rcep t i ons  o f  the i nhab i t an t  we re  

negot i a ted .  The re fo re ,  th i s  chap te r  p rov ides  an impo r tan t  conceptua l  i n te rp re ta t i on  tha t  

w i l l  f u r the r  i n fo rm the des ign  case s tud i e s  i n  Pa r t  Two .  
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Th i s  chap te r  i n t roduces  the concept  o f  ex i l e  and i t s  impac t  on I s l am ic  women l i v i ng  i n  Weste rn  

soc i e t i e s .  I n i t i a l l y ,  the  chap te r  i n t roduces  the concept  o f  the re fugee and the key i s sues  tha t  

they face .  Second ly ,  a  more de ta i l ed  exam ina t i on  o f  the I s l am ic  woman l i v i ng  i n  Weste rn  

count r i e s  i s  d i s cussed .  F i na l l y ,  the  chap te r  i n t roduces the concept  o f  cu l t u ra l  t r ans fo rmat ion ,  a  

p rocess  tha t  many m ig ran ts  f ace wh i l e  adap t i ng  to  the i r  new commun i ty .  
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i  | E X I L E  &  T H E  R E F U G E E  

 

The concept  o f  the re fugee can be cons ide red as  a  pe r son who l i ves  i n  an  i n -be tween 

wo r l d  who su f fe r s  f rom t raumas expe r i enced i n  the i r  home count ry  and th rough the 

m ig ra t i on  p rocess .  Hav i ng  sought  asy l um in  anothe r  coun t ry ,  “ r e fugees  a r r i ve  a t  the 

sp i r i t ua l ,  spa t i a l ,  t empo ra l ,  and emot iona l  equ id i s t an t  o f  no -man ’s - l and m idway - to -nowhe re”  

(Bousquet  1987 :35) ,  and a re  dep r i ved o f  a  sense o f  be long ing .  Re fugees a re  ne i t he r  t rue  

imm ig ran ts  no r  na t i ves ,  who have lo s t  eve ry th i ng  mate r i a l l y  bu t  a t tempt to  ca rve ou t  a  

l i f e  i n  a  fo re ign  count ry  (Ghat tas ,  1999) .  The re fugee commun i ty  d i f f e r s  f rom the m ig ran t  

commun i ty  as  they no t  on l y  f ace negat i ve  pos t -m ig ra t i on  expe r i ences ,  such as  r ac i sm ,  bu t  

a l so  must  comprehend w i th  t r aumas expe r i enced i n  the i r  home count ry  be fo re  m ig ra t i on .  

These t r aumas o f ten  i nvo l ve  v io l ence assoc i a ted w i th  wa r ;  the l o s s  o f  l oved ones ,  a  

f am i l i a r  env i r onment  and a  known cu l tu re ;  a  d im in i shed soc i a l  suppo r t  s t ruc tu re ;  and 

d i s c r im ina t i on  w i th i n  the hos t  commun i ty .  These expe r i ences  o f ten  have an i nd i r ec t  e f fec t  

i n  d im in i sh i ng  the i r  capac i t y  to  cope w i th  accu l tu r a t i on  s t re sso r s  ( Jo rden and An i sman 

2008) .  Va r i ous  s tud i e s  have i nd i ca ted tha t  the ma jo r i t y  o f  re fugees who expe r i ence p re -

m ig ra t i on  t r aumas appea r  to  be a t  r i s k  fo r  psycho log i ca l  d i s tu rbances  ( Jo rden and An i sman 

2008 ,  A roche and Coe l l o  2004) .  These i nc l ude dep ress i on ,  anx i e ty  d i so rde r s  and pos t -

t r aumat i c  s t re ss  d i so rde r .  Supe r imposed upon the i r  t r aumat i c  expe r i ences  i n  the i r  home 

count ry  i s  the  d i s t r e ss  assoc i a ted w i th  adap t ion  to  the hos t  cu l t u re .  A roche and Coe l l o  

(2004) unde r s tand concepts  such as  pos t - t r aumat i c  s t re ss  d i so rde r  and ‘cu l tu r a l  

be reavement ’  as  becom ing most  use fu l  i n  unde r s tand ing  the con t r i bu t i ng  fac to r s  to  a  
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r e fugee ’s  psycho log i ca l  we l l be i ng .  The re fo re  both  e thno -cu l t u ra l  i s sues ,  such as  cu l t u ra l  

d i f f e rences and t r auma assoc i a ted w i th  wa r  and v io l ence ,  p l ay  a  c ruc i a l  ro l e  i n  the  

psycho log i ca l  we l l be i ng  o f  re fugees .  Th i s  accounts  fo r  much o f  the sense o f  l o ss  o f  

con t ro l  and con fus ion  expe r i enced by ex i l ed  popu l a t i ons  i n  f i r s t  wo r l d  count r i e s .   
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i i  | T H E  I S L A M I C  D I A S P O R A  

 

The I s l am ic  d i a spo ra  face a  l a rge numbe r  o f  obs tac l e s  i n  the i r  r e se t t l ement  p rocess  i n  

Weste rn  soc i e t i e s ,  wh i ch  cou ld  be cons ide red g rea te r  than o the r  re l i g i ous  g roups .  I n  

Cas im i ro ,  Hancock and No r thco te ’s  (2007) s tudy ,  they es tab l i s h  tha t  I s l am ic  re fugees and 

m ig ran ts  no t  on l y  f ace  the usua l  r ange o f  i s sues  tha t  most  m ig ran ts  f ace ( such as  

l anguage ,  emp loyment ,  cu l tu re  and i so l a t i on ) ,  bu t  they must  a l so  dea l  w i th  the added 

cha l l enge o f  a  hos t  soc i e ty  tha t  has  become inc reas i ng l y  hos t i l e  to  the i r  fo rm o f  re l i g i ous  

exp ress ion  and t r ad i t i ona l  l i f e s ty l e .  They fu r the r  unde r s tand tha t  the med i a  p l ays  a  c ruc i a l  

ro l e  i n  the  negat i ve  po r t r aya l  o f  I s l am .  McAu l i f f e  (2007) i den t i f i e s  the  med i a  as  p l ay i ng  an 

“ impo r tan t  ro l e  i n  de f i n i ng  communa l  fo rms th rough the se l ec t i ve  dep loyment  o f  

rep resen ta t i ons  o f  peop le  and p l aces .”  I n  pa r t i cu l a r ,  he  unde r s tands tha t  v i sua l  

r ep resen ta t i ons  a re  cen t r a l  i n  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  essen t i a l  s te reo types assoc i a ted w i th  

d i f f e ren t  g roups o f  peop le .  “Mus l im Aus t r a l i a n s  f ace i nc reased soc i a l  p ressu res  as  a  resu l t  

o f  a  d ramat i c  sh i f t  i n  the po l i t i c a l  c l imate  i n  the wake o f  the 2001 Septembe r  11 te r ro r i s t  

a t tacks ,  wh i ch  has  he igh tened rac i a l  tens ions  and c r i t i c i sm o f  Mus l im p rac t i ces  i n  te rms o f  

the i r  compat ib i l i t y  w i th  the ‘Aust ra l i a n  way o f  l i f e ’”  (Cas im i ro ,  Hancock and No r thco te  

2007 :58) .  These v i ews fa i l  to  recogn i ze  te r ro r i s t  g roups ex i s t i ng  as  on l y  a  ve ry  sma l l  

m ino r i t y  o f  the I s l am ic  commun i ty .  These add i t i ona l  p ressu res  have been a rgued by 

Cas im i ro ,  Hancock and No r thco te (2007) to  i nc rease anx i e ty  fo r  a  Mus l im ’s  ab i l i t y  to  adap t  

to  the hos t  soc i e ty .  The re fo re  the impac t  tha t  the med i a  po r t r aya l  o f  I s l am has  on 
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Weste rn  pe rcep t ions  con t r i bu tes  s i gn i f i c an t l y  to  the d i f f i cu l t y  tha t  the I s l am ic  d i a spo ra  

f ace w i th i n  Weste rn  soc i e t i e s .   

 

i i i  | T H E  I S L A M I C  W O M A N  L I V I N G  I N  T H E  W E S T  

 

Trad i t i ona l  gende r  ro l e s  d i f f e r  g rea t l y  be tween the I s l am ic  commun i ty  and the Weste rn  

hos t  commun i ty ,  wh i ch  can  o f ten  impac t  how each g roup i s  pe rce i ved .  Many pe rcep t ions  

towa rds  each cu l tu re  a re  o f ten  m i s i n te rp re ted and based so l e l y  on t r ad i t i ona l  va l ues ,  wh i ch  

do not  negot i a te  the evo lu t i on  o f  cu l t u re ,  ou t l i n ed by Ch iu  (2004) i n  Chapte r  1 .1 .  

Typ i ca l l y ,  I s l am ic  re fugee women come f rom s t rong pa t r i a r cha l  soc i e t i e s  whe re  husbands 

(and o the r  ma le  re l a t i ves )  t r ad i t i ona l l y  exe rc i sed  cons ide r ab l e  i n f l uence ove r  the pub l i c  

ac t i v i t i e s  o f  these women .  Th i s  d i f f e r s  g rea t l y  f rom the gende r  ro l e s  i n  Weste rn  soc i e t i e s ,  

whe re  women have gene ra l l y  exe rc i sed f r eew i l l .  The re fo re ,  f rom a Weste rn  pe r spec t i ve  

I s l am ic  women a re  o f ten pe rce i ved as  be ing  opp ressed and t r ad i t i ona l .  W i th i n  Weste rn  

soc i e t i e s ,  the  ve i l  ac t s  as  a  c l ea r  symbo l  and marke r  o f  I s l am and i t s  assoc i a ted gende r  

re l a t i ons ,  wh i ch  o f ten p rovokes  r ac i sm and d i s c r im ina t i on .  A l though many Weste rne r s  may 

conce i ve  I s l am ic  women as  be ing  opp ressed ,  seve ra l  sou rces  es tab l i s h  tha t  the 

contempo ra ry  s ta tus  o f  the I s l am ic  women i s  becom ing l e s s  o r i en ta ted towa rds  the home ,  

and d i r ec ted more towa rds  educa t i on  and the p ro fess i ona l  wo rk fo rce .  Mah fouz and 

Se rage ld i n  (1990) i den t i f y  tha t  I s l am ic  women l i v i ng  i n  the wes t  a re  as  ac t i ve  as  the i r  

non -Mus l im counte rpa r t s ,  whethe r  i n s i de  o r  ou ts i de  the i r  homes ,  depend ing on the i r  soc io -

econom ic  c l a s s  o r  the i r  l eve l  o f  educa t i on .  Th i s  can be seen as  a  fo rm o f  cu l t u ra l  
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t r ans fo rmat ion  impac ted by m ig ra t i on .  The re fo re ,  the common Weste rn  pe rcep t ions  o f  the 

I s l am ic  woman fa i l  to  recogn i ze  tha t  they a re  becom ing more empowered w i th i n  Weste rn  

soc i e t i e s .  

 

As the concept  o f  cu l t u re  and iden t i t y  can be assoc i a ted w i th  tha t  o f  evo lu t i on  and 

change ,  cu l t u ra l  t r ans fo rmat ion  becomes an impo r tan t  concept  i n  unde r s tand ing  the 

expe r i ence o f  I s l am ic  women l i v i ng  i n  Weste rn  soc i e t i e s .  Be fo re  m ig ra t i ng ,  r e fugees must  

f ace the lo ss  o f  a  known commun i ty  and cu l t u re  bu t  they a l so  ho ld  hope fo r  a  fu tu re  f r ee  

f rom wa r  and v io l ence .  The re fo re  they may become more w i l l i ng  to  adapt  aspec ts  o f  the i r  

cu l t u re  i n to  those o f  the hos t  commun i ty .  Sha r i f y - Funk (2008) unde r s tands tha t  w i th i n  

such a  comp lex  and dense l y  ne two rked wo r l d ,  I s l am ic  and Weste rn  sphe res  cannot  ex i s t  i n  

i so l a t i on ,  as  each o f  the wo r l d ’s  geog raph i c  zones i s  a  compos i t e  o f  ove r l app ing  re l i g i ous ,  

cu l t u r a l ,  e thn i c  and po l i t i c a l  con tex t s .  She i den t i f i e s  tha t  fo r  many Mus l ims ,  mean ing  and 

iden t i t y  fo rmat ion  a re  cons t ruc ted th rough the negot i a t i on  be tween two d i f f e r i ng  

wo r l dv i ews :  the t r ad i t i ona l / r e l i g i ous  and the mode rn i s t / secu l a r .  Women f rom I s l am ic  

soc i e t i e s  f ace  the task  o f  l eav i ng  a  conse rva t i ve  count ry  whe re  the concepts  o f  I s l am p l ay  

a  dom inan t  ro l e  i n  de te rm in i ng  the soc i a l  s t ruc tu re  o f  the commun i ty ,  to  en te r i ng  a  fa r  

more l i be ra l  count ry  i n  Weste rn  soc i e t i e s .  The re fo re ,  many o f  these women have been 

found to  re - i n te rp re t  the  ro l e  tha t  I s l am p l ays  i n  the i r  l i v e s .  Fo r  examp le ,  Ma r r anc i ’s  

(2007 :90)  s tudy i n to  Mus l ims l i v i ng  i n  No r the rn  I r e l and i den t i f i e s  tha t  “ the  emphas i s  on 

re l i g i on  tha t  the women we re  exposed to  i n  No r the rn  I r e l and i n sp i r ed  them to re th i nk  I s l am 

as  be ing an empower i ng  fo rce .”  I t  was a l so  found tha t  I s l am ic  women commun i ty  g roups 

he lped to  re - conceptua l i ze  the i r  r e l i g i on  i n to  an i nnova t i ve  ac t  o f  i den t i t y  r a the r  than a  
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conse rva t i ve  e l ement  i n  the i r  l i v e s .  “Wh i l e  some women iden t i f y  w i th  the g loba l  I s l am ic  

commun i ty ,  the  umma ,  and re fuse  contac t  w i th  non -p rac t i c i ng  Mus l ims ,  o the r  women 

rede f i ne  o r  l oca l l y  cha l l enge re l i g i ous  mean ings  and comb ine  d i f f e ren t  cu l tu r a l  and re l i g i ous  

repe r to i r e s”  (Sa l i h ,  2000 :  333) .  Th i s  ques t i on i ng  o f  the  ro l e  o f  re l i g i on  can be cons ide red 

to  be connec ted to  what  some may ca l l  a  sh i f t ,  t r ans fo rmat ion ,  o r  new syn thes i s  i n  

con tempo ra ry  I s l am ic  i den t i t y  (Sha r i f y - Funk (2008 :19) .  The re fo re  i t  can be unde r s tood 

tha t  many I s l am ic  women l i v i ng  w i th i n  Weste rn  soc i e t i e s  a re  w i l l i ng  to  re -eva l ua te  the i r  

t r ad i t i ona l  ro l e  due to  the i n f l uences  o f  m ig ra t i on  and the hos t  commun i ty .  

 

Th i s  chap te r  es tab l i s hed the p redom inan t  i s sues  tha t  I s l am ic  women re fugees face i n  p re -  

and pos t -  m ig ra t i on  expe r i ences ,  th rough ana l yz i ng  the expe r i ences  o f  re fugees and 

Mus l ims l i v i ng  i n  Weste rn  soc i e t i e s .  Th rough unde r s tand ing the impac t  tha t  ex i l e  p l ays  i n  

the l i v es  o f  re fugees ,  i t  was es tab l i s hed tha t  a  ma jo r  con t r i bu t i ng  aspec t  to  the i r  

we l l be i ng  i s  the con t i nua t i on  o f  the i r  known cu l tu re .  Th i s  he lp s  to  reduce the a l i ena t i on  

and lo ss  o f  con t ro l  a s soc i a ted w i th  fo r ced m ig ra t i on .  Th rough a  more de ta i l ed  exp lo r a t i on  

o f  the I s l am ic  woman and the impac t  tha t  I s l am has on he r  da i l y  ro l e ,  i t  was ga the red tha t  

many o f  these women unde rgo a  t r ans fo rmat ion  p rocess  due to  the cu l tu r a l  d i f f e rences  

be tween the i r  home and the hos t  commun i ty .   
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Th i s  chap te r  eva l ua tes  the ro l e  tha t  the I s l am ic  re l i g i on  p l ays  i n  the da i l y  l i v es  o f  Mus l ims ,  and i t s  

impac t  on gende r  re l a t i ons  and a rch i t ec tu re .  The t r ad i t i ona l  sc reen ing  dev i ce  ca l l ed  the 

mash rab i yya  i s  i n t roduced ,  wh i ch  i s  i n t r i c a te l y  connec ted to  the concept  o f  the ve i l .  Examp les  o f  

bo th  t r ad i t i ona l  and con tempo ra ry  a r ch i t ec tu re  i n  I s l am a re  ana l yzed i n  rega rds  to  the concept  o f  

gende r  seg rega t i on ,  th rough both  the house and the mosque .  F i na l l y ,  the  deve lopment  o f  the 

mosque w i th i n  Weste rn  count r i e s  i s  eva l ua ted ,  wh i ch  cont r i bu tes  to  the concept  o f  cu l tu r a l  

t r ans fo rmat ion .  
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i  | I S L A M ,  G E N D E R  &  T H E  V E I L  

Fo r  Mus l ims ,  I s l am i s  bo th  a  re l i g i on  and cu l tu re ,  a s  i t  i s  a  sou rce o f  bo th  sp i r i t ua l  i deas  

and soc i a l  no rms .  These a re  de r i ved f rom the Qu ’ r an ,  wh i ch  i s  a  tex t  cons ide red to  be the 

exac t  wo rd  o f  the one ,  i n compa rab le  God .  I s l am becomes a  way to  seek an unde r s tand ing 

o f  the be l i e f s  tha t  a f fec t  one ’s  en t i r e  way o f  l i f e .  I t  i s  the p redom inan t  re l i g i on  i n  the 

M idd l e  Eas t ,  No r th  A f r i c a ,  and l a rge  pa r t s  o f  As i a  and Sub -Saha ran  A f r i c a .  Many o f  these 

count r i e s  a l so  compr i se  o f  a  l a rge re fugee popu l a t i on .  Re l i g i ous  p rac t i ces ,  such as  p raye r s ,  

become an i n teg ra l  pa r t  to  the l i f e  o f  Mus l ims .  These i nc l ude the F i ve  P i l l a r s  o f  I s l am ,  

wh i ch  a re  f i ve  ob l i g a to ry  ac t s  o f  wo rsh ip  pe r fo rmed da i l y .   

The gende r  ro l e s  assoc i a ted w i th  the I s l am ic  re l i g i on  va ry  f rom those i n  Weste rn  soc i e t i e s ,  

and a re  re f l e c ted w i th i n  the ve i l .  T rad i t i ona l l y ,  men exe rc i sed a  ce r ta i n  deg ree o f  con t ro l  

ove r  the pub l i c  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  I s l am ic  women ,  and gende r  seg rega t i on  p l ayed an impo r tan t  

pa r t  i n  soc i a l  r e l a t i ons ,  d ress  and a rch i t ec tu re .  A l though f r om a Weste rn  pe r spec t i ve  the 

ve i l  i s  o f ten conce i ved as  a  symbo l  o f  opp ress ion ,  I s l am ic  women wea r  the ve i l  no t  on l y  as  

a  re l i g i ous  requ i r ement  bu t  a l so  as  a  symbo l  o f  the i r  i den t i t y  and upb r i ng i ng .  The ve i l ,  fo r  

Mus l ims ,  r ep resen ts  modes ty ,  p i e ty  and devot i on  to  God .  I t  i s  thought  tha t  men w i l l  

app rec i a te  women more fo r  the i r  i n te l l e c t  and ach i evements  th rough wea r i ng  the ve i l ,  

r a the r  than fo r  he r  phys i ca l  beau ty .  “The h i j ab  i nc reases  the va l ue  o f  women i n  the  eyes  

o f  men ,  he lp i ng  them to be recogn i zed fo r  the i r  ach i evements”  (Vah i j i  and Had j i y ann i  

2009 :41) .  Kenza r i  and E l shesh tawy (2003) i den t i f y  tha t  the ve i l  makes women soc i a l l y  

i nv i s i b l e ,  wh i ch  enab le s  gende r  seg rega t i on  to  be uphe ld  wh i l e  g i v i ng  women access  to  the 
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s t ree ts  and soc i a l  l i f e  ou ts i de  the i r  homes .  I t  a l so  p rov ides  a  l eve l  o f  secu r i t y  amongs t  

s t r ange r s ,  tha t  o the rw i se  wou ld  be lo s t .  Vah i j i  and Had j i y ann i  (2009) conc lude by no t i ng  

tha t  the p rocess  o f  ve i l i ng  i s  “ the pu rpos i ve  ac t  o f  bu i l d i ng  a  wa l l  a round one ’s  body tha t  

ensu res  a  woman ’s  p r i v acy .  Ac t i ng  as  a  means o f  con t ro l ,  the  ve i l  becomes the veh i c l e  

th rough wh i ch  Mus l im women negot i a te  be tween the se l f  they show to o the r s  and the i r  

p r i v a te  se l f .”  The re fo re ,  women choose to  wea r  the ve i l  a s  i t  i s  no t  on l y  a  symbo l  o f  

re l i g i on  and i den t i t y ,  bu t  i t  a l so  ac t s  as  an empower i ng  dev i ce  tha t  p rov ides  a  l eve l  o f  

comfo r t  and secu r i t y  tha t  wou ld  o the rw i se  be lo s t .  
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i i  | T H E  M A S H R A B I Y Y A :  A N  A R C H I T E C T U R A L  V E I L  

 

The concept  o f  amb igu i t y  and p r i vacy found w i th i n  the ve i l  i s  a l so  to  be found w i th i n  the 

I s l am ic  sc reen ing  dev i ce  ca l l ed  the mash rab i yya .  The re  a re  many pe rce i ved pa ra l l e l s  

be tween the ve i l  and the mash rab i yya  as  no ted by E l  Gu ind i  (1999 :95)  who s ta tes :  “ i n  

many ways ,  ve i l i ng  resemb les  a  mash rab i yya ;  bu t  whe reas  the mash rab i yya  i s  s ta t i ona ry ,  

ve i l i ng  i s  mob i l e ,  ca r r y i ng  a  women ’s  p r i v acy to  pub l i c  spaces .”  The mash rab i yya i s  a  

common t rad i t i ona l  techn ique o f  con t ro l l i ng  v i ews i n to  the house v i a  the w indows ,  and i s  

a l so  used as  a  c l imat i c  mode ra t i ng  dev i ce .  A l though f rom a Weste rn  pe r spec t i ve  i t  i s  o f ten 

i n te rp re ted as  a  symbo l  o f  seg rega t i on  and exc l u s i on ,  the  mash rab i yya gua rds  a  f am i l y  and 

women ’s  r i gh t  to  p r i v acy .  I t  a l so  c rea tes  a  sense o f  powe r  f rom the women ’s  pe r spec t i ve ,  

by be ing  ab le  to  see bu t  no t  be seen .  Kenza r i  and E l shesh tawy (2003) unde r s tand tha t  

the re  i s  an  i n te r - connec t i on  be tween the gaze and power ,  a s  spa t i a l  l o ca t i ons  a re  no t  

neu t ra l ,  bu t  a re  i n s tead f r amed and man ipu l a ted by the fema le  v i ewe r .   Th i s  concept  

re l a tes  to  tha t  o f  Foucau l t ’s  i n te rp re ta t i on  o f  Bentham ’s  Panopt i con ,  wh i ch  demonst r a tes  

the power  tha t  one has  ove r  be i ng  ab l e  to  watch w i thou t  be i ng  seen .  As the woman has  

the oppo r tun i t y  to  v i ew ,  bu t  no t  be seen ,  th i s  g ran ts  them a l eve l  o f  powe r  ove r  the man ,  

who i s  unsu re  i f  he  i s  be ing  watched .  “The sub jec t  o f  des i r e  (man)  sees  the sc reen beh ind  

wh i ch  the woman ( the ob jec t  o f  des i r e )  may o r  may not  be s i t t i ng ,  and th i s  p rovokes a  

ce r ta i n  fo rm o f  anx i e ty ,  an  obscu re  fee l i ng  tha t  the house/mash rab i yya i t se l f  i s  somehow 

a l r eady gaz i ng  a t  h im f rom a po in t  tha t  to ta l l y  escapes h i s  v i ew and thus  makes h im 

u t te r l y  he lp l e s s”  (Kenza r i  and E l shesh tawy ,  2003 :23) .  The re fo re  f rom the I s l am ic  woman ’s  
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pos i t i on ,  the gaze connec ted w i th  the mash rab i yya  denotes  power ,  whe re  the woman i s  

ab l e  to  exe r t  con t ro l  ove r  the s i t ua t i on  by occupy ing  the pos i t i on  o f  the maste r .  

Fu r the rmore ,  th rough compa r i ng  the I s l am ic  w indow w i th  the Weste rn  w indow ,  i t  can be 

conce i ved tha t  the I s l am ic  w indow ho ld s  an assymet r i c a l  ba l ance o f  powe r  whe re  the 

Weste rn  concept ion  i s  symmet r i c a l ,  a s  i t  a l l ows v i ews f rom both the i n s i de  and outs i de .  

Kenza r i  and E l sesh tawy (2003) i den t i f y  tha t  un l i k e  the s tanda rd  g l azed w indow ,  the 

mash rab i yya  does no t  recogn i ze  the ‘ l ook i ng  i n ’  and ‘ l ook i ng  ou t ’  po l a r i t y .  The re fo re ,  

a l t hough Weste rne r s  o f ten  pe rce i ve  the mash rab i yya  and the ve i l  a s  symbo l s  o f  opp ress ion ,  

they i n s tead cou ld  be cons ide red as  ob jec t s  tha t  g ran t  the I s l am ic  woman a deg ree o f  

powe r .   

 

The mash rab i yya  i s  common ly  conce i ved as  an o rnamenta l  f ea tu re ,  wh i ch  l i n k s  i t  to  

concept ions  o f  I s l am ic  a r t .  I s l am ic  a r t  has  t r ad i t i ona l l y  focused on the dep i c t i on  o f  

pa t te rns  and A rab i c  ca l l i g r aphy ra the r  than on f i gu res .  Th i s  i s  because i t  i s  thought  by 

many Mus l ims tha t  the dep i c t i on  o f  the human fo rm i s  i do l a t r y  and the reby a  s i n  aga in s t  

A l l ah .  The re  a re  repea t i ng  e l ements  i n  I s l am ic  a r t ,  such as  the use o f  geomet r i c a l  f l o r a l  o r  

vegeta l  des igns  i n  repe t i t i on ,  wh i ch  i s  known as  the a rabesque .  Th i s  i s  o f ten  cons ide red as  

the most  d i s t i n c t i ve  fo rm o f  I s l am ic  a r t ,  whe re  the t r ans fo rmat ion  o f  the na tu ra l  i n to  the 

a rabesque ,  gove rned p l an t s  and l eaves  to  g row acco rd i ng  to  the l aws o f  geomet ry  

(Shahnawaz ,  2003) .  A longs ide  the a rabesque i s  ca l l i g r aph i c  des ign ,  wh i ch  i s  omn ip resen t  i n  

I s l am ic  a r t ,  and i s  usua l l y  exp ressed i n  a  m ix  o f  Qu r ' an i c  ve r ses  and h i s to r i c a l  

p roc l amat ions .  Two o f  the ma in  sc r i p t s  i nvo l ved a re  the symbo l i c  ku f i c  and naskh sc r i p t s ,  

wh i ch  can be found ado rn i ng  and enhanc ing  the v i sua l  appea l  o f  the wa l l s  and domes o f  
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I s l am ic  bu i l d i ngs .  The re fo re ,  I s l am ic  a r t  can be conce i ved as  p l ay i ng  an impo r tan t  pa r t  i n  

I s l am ic  a r ch i t ec tu re ,  and i s  d i r ec t l y  re l a ted to  re l i g i on .  

 

The mash rab i yya  i s  a l so  used t r ad i t i ona l l y  as  a  c l imat i c  mode ra t i ng  dev i ce  cons t ruc ted 

f rom loca l  mate r i a l s .  As most  I s l am ic  count r i e s  a re  s i t ua ted i n  d ry  and a r i d  cond i t i ons  the 

mash rab i yya  i s  used fo r  so l a r  shad ing  wh i l e  a l l ow ing fo r  ven t i l a t i on  th rough the 

pe r fo ra t i ons .  Khan (1980) exp l a i n s  tha t  the open ings  to  the ou ts i de  a re  t r ad i t i ona l l y  on l y  

sma l l  w indows p l aced s t r a teg i ca l l y  on the outs i de  wa l l .  These w indows a re  then sc reened 

by the mash rab i yya .  They we re  t r ad i t i ona l  cons t ruc ted us i ng  loca l l y  ava i l ab l e  t imbe r  o r  

s tone .  Contempo ra ry  examp les  o f  the mash rab i yya (F ig .  11 -13)  use mode rn  mate r i a l s  and 

techno logy ,  such as  va r i ous  meta l s  and p l a s t i c s .  
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F ig s .7 -10 |  Examp les  o f  T rad i t i ona l  Mash rab i yyas .  F rom le f t :  Mash rab i yya  on an o ld  renova ted house i n  Jeddah ,  Saud i  A rab i a ;  Sca l i ng  o f  the 

mash rab i yya ;  I n te r i o r  v i ew o f  the mash rab i yya ;  I n t r i c a te l y  de ta i l ed  s tone mash rab i yya w i th  f l o r a l  pa t te rn  based on I s l am ic  a r t  p r i n c i p l e s .  

 

F ig s .  11 -13 |  Examp les  o f  Contempo ra ry  Mash rab i yyas .  F rom Le f t :  Fa çade deta i l  f r om the AD IC  Headquate r s ,  Abu Dhab i ;  Mechan i ca l l y -ope ra ted meta l  

sc reen f rom the Wor ld  A rab I n s t i t u te  i n  Pa r i s ,  des igned by Jean Nouve l ;  I n te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ve  o f  the Louv re  Abu Dhab i ,  des igned by Jean Nouve l .  
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i i i  | T H E  I S L A M I C  D O M E S T I C  

 

I s l am ic  domest i c  space i s  conce i ved d i f f e ren t l y  to  tha t  o f  Weste rn  soc i e t i e s .  Whe re  

Weste rn  cu l t u res  gene ra l l y  pe rce i ve  the home as  a  secu l a r  p l a ce ,  i n  I s l am the home 

becomes sac red .  The I s l am ic  home i s  a  s i t e  fo r  va r i ous  re l i g i ous  r i t ua l s ,  i n c l ud i ng  da i l y  

p raye r s ,  wedd ings ,  and fune ra l s .  Mazumda r  and Mazumda r  (2004) no te  tha t  fo r  many 

Mus l ims ,  the  home i s  the  co rne r s tone o f  re l i g i ous  i den t i t y ,  the  se t t i ng  whe re  pe r sona l  f a i t h  

i s  p rac t i ced ,  exp ressed ,  t r ansm i t ted ,  and t r ans fo rmed .  Vah i j i  and Had j i y ann i  (2009) exp l a i n  

tha t  the t r ans i t i on  be tween the pub l i c  and p r i va te  w i th i n  I s l am ic  domest i c  space marks  the 

t r ans i t i on  f rom the secu l a r  to  the sac red ,  and has  a  g rea t  deg ree o f  re l i g i ous  s i gn i f i c ance 

compa red to  Weste rn  en t rances .  Acco rd i ng  to  E l i ade (1959 :25) ,  the th resho ld  i s  “ the 

l im i t ,  the  bounda ry ,  the  f ron t i e r  tha t  d i s t i ngu i shes  and opposes  two wo r l d s  –  and a t  the 

same t ime a pa radox i ca l  p l a ce  whe re  those wo r l d s  commun ica te ,  whe re  passage f rom the 

p ro fane to  the sac red becomes poss ib l e .”  The re fo re ,  the concept ion  o f  the home fo r  a  

Mus l im becomes a re l i g i ous  s i t e  tha t  s i gn i f i c an t l y  d i f f e r s  f rom the secu l a r  no t i on  o f  the 

Weste rn  home .  

 

The phys i ca l  fo rmat ion  o f  the t r ad i t i ona l  I s l am ic  home i s  based a round the p r i n c i p l e s  o f  

I s l am ,  wh i ch  i nc l udes  the concept  o f  p r i v acy fo r  bo th the woman and he r  f am i l y .  The re fo re ,  

one o f  the key unde r l y i ng  and c r i t i c a l  mechan i sms o f  the I s l am ic  house i s  gende r  

seg rega t i on .  The en t rance becomes a seconda ry  bounda ry  o r  zone be tween the pub l i c  and 

p r i va te ,  whe re  i t  i s  t r ad i t i ona l l y  des igned to  ensu re  tha t  un re l a ted ma le  v i s i t o r s  to  the 
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house a re  unab le  to  v i ew the women .  I n  o rde r  fo r  men and women to soc i a l i z e  sepa ra te l y ,  

the p r i va te  spaces  o f  bo th  t r ad i t i ona l  and mode rn  I s l am ic  homes a re  o f ten  d i v i ded i n to  two 

segments :  the  ma le  qua r te r  (ma j i l i s )  and the doma in  o f  the  women (ha rem) .  The ha rem 

spaces  i nc l ude the l i v i ng  room ,  bed rooms ,  ba th rooms ,  k i t chen and s to rage a reas .  I s l am ic  

homes o f ten fea tu re  a  backya rd  (haya t ) ,  wh i ch  a re  enmeshed i n  the  d i a l ogue o f  pub l i c  and 

p r i va te .  Th i s  i s  whe re  the woman can take o f f  he r  ve i l  and en joy  the fee l i ng  o f  sun l i gh t  

and w ind i n  the p r i vacy o f  he r  own home (Vah i j i  and Had j i y ann i  2009) .  The not i on  o f  

p r i v acy ex tends to  a l i gn i ng  w indows and open ings  so tha t  v i ews f rom ne ighbo r i ng  

p rope r t i e s  a re  exc l uded ,  wh i l e  v i ews ou ts i de  f rom the i n te r i o r  a re  s t i l l  a l l owed .  P r i v acy  i s  

a l so  exp lo red th rough the mash rab i yya ,  wh i ch  a l l ows the woman to  v i ew the ou ts i de  wo r l d  

w i thou t  be ing  seen .  These a re  l oca ted on ba l con i e s  a t  the pe r imete r s  o f  the house ,  and 

may a l so  be bu i l t  open ing f rom the ha rem onto the recept i on  rooms ,  so  tha t  men ’s  

ga the r i ngs  and fes t i v i t i e s  can be obse rved f rom the sa fe ty  o f  v i ew .  The re fo re ,  th roughout  

the des ign  o f  the t r ad i t i ona l  I s l am ic  house ,  the concepts  assoc i a ted w i th  the ve i l  and 

p r i vacy become appa ren t .  

 

F i g .  14 i l l u s t r a tes  p l ans  o f  i n te r i o r  and ex te r i o r  cou r tya rd  houses  f rom w ide l y  sepa ra ted 

a reas  o f  the I s l am ic  wo r l d .  Howeve r ,  they sha re  common p r i n c i p l e s  o f  spa t i a l  p l ann i ng ,  

wh i ch  re f l e c t s  I s l am ic  pa t te rns  o f  soc i a l  o rgan i za t i on . 	  

 

 
F ig .  14 | Key 

A |  En t r ance p l aced so tha t  the passe rby    C |  Cou r tya rd  

    cannot  see d i r ec t l y  i n to  ha rem .           D |  L i v i ng/S l eep ing A rea 

B |  Men ’s  recept i on  room s i tua ted on the     E  |  S to rage/Se rv i ce  A rea  

    pe r i phe ry  o f  the fam i l y  qua r te r s .          F  |  S tab le  

 

 

F ig .14 |  P l ans  o f  T rad i t i ona l  Houses  i n  I s l am ic  

Contex ts .  
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iv  | A  T R A D I T I O N A L  D O M E S T I C  C A S E  S T U D Y  

A k i l  S a m i  H o u s e ,  E g y p t  

 

The Ak i l  Sam i  House ,  des igned by a rch i t ec t  Hassan Fa thy i n  1978 ,  i s  an  examp le  o f  a  

contempo ra ry  I s l am ic  home des igned i n  a  t r ad i t i ona l  s ty l e .  As i nd i ca ted i n  the p l an  i n  

F ig .16 ,  i t  f ea tu res  an i n te rna l  cou r tya rd  and u t i l i s e s  the concepts  o f  gende r  seg rega t i on .  

The facades a re  des igned i n  o rde r  to  l im i t  v i ews i n to  the p rope r ty .  As i nd i ca ted i n  F ig .16 

& 17 -19 ,  they fea tu re  sma l l  w indows tha t  a re  cove red by wooden mash rab i yyas .  

 

F ig .  15 |  F loo r  p l an  o f  the Ak i l  Sam i  House NTS .  
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F ig s .  16 -19 |  F rom Le f t :  I n te r i o r  photog raph look i ng  ou t  on to i n te rna l  cou r tya rd ;  Ex te r i o r  wa l l  i l l u s t r a t i ng  mash rab i yyas ;  I n te r i o r  photog raph 
i l l u s t r a t i ng  d i f f e ren t  sca l e s  o f  mash rab i yyas ;  I n te rna l  Cou r tya rd .   
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v | A  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  D O M E S T I C  C A S E  S T U D Y   

T h e  M a s h r a b i y y a  H o u s e ,  J e r u s a l e m  
 
 

The Mash rab i yya  House was des igned by Senan Abde lqade r  A rch i t ec t s  i n  2006 and i s  

l o ca ted i n  the A rab Pa l e s t i n i an  v i l l age  Be i t  Sa fa fa ,  s i t ua ted be tween Je rusa l em and 

Beth l ehem .  Be i t  Sa fa fa ,  l i k e  most  v i l l ages  i n  the Je rusa l em a rea ,  cu r r en t l y  f aces  soc i a l  and 

cu l t u ra l  cha l l enges typ i c a l  o f  the t r ans fo rmat ion  f rom a c lo se  v i l l age commun i ty  to  a  

subu rban cen t re .  E ssen t i a l l y ,  the  bu i l d i ng  i s  a  re s i den t i a l  home w i th  a  ga l l e r y  and s tud io  

space ,  as  i nd i ca ted i n  the  p l ans  o f  the  bu i l d i ng  (F ig s .  24 -26 . ) .  The uppe r  l eve l s  o f  the  

bu i l d i ng  con ta i n  apa r tments ,  wh i l e  a  s tone -c l ad  deck a t  the basement  l eve l  accommodates  

a  wo rkshop ,  s tud io  and the new Ga l l e r y  fo r  Pa l e s t i n i an  Cu l tu r a l  Rep resen ta t i on .  

 

The bu i l d i ng  was des igned as  a  contempora ry  re - i n te rp re ta t i on  o f  t r ad i t i ona l  e l ements  o f  

A rab ve rnacu l a r  a r ch i t ec tu re ,  p rov id i ng  new and imag ina t i ve  so l u t i ons  fo r  the t r ans fo rm ing 

soc i a l  and cu l tu r a l  l andscape o f  the v i l l age  on the b r i n k  o f  u rban i za t i on .  I n  th i s  con tex t ,  

the bu i l d i ng  p rov ides  an o r i g i na l  so l u t i on  by comb in i ng a  t r ad i t i ona l  bu i l d i ng  fo rm w i th  

mode rn  u rban apa r tment  l i v i ng .  The typ i ca l  l i gh t  and po rous e f fec t  o f  the mash rab i yya  i s  

r e - i nven ted th rough the pos i t i on i ng  o f  s tones a t  i r r egu l a r  spac i ng ’s ,  wh i ch  fo rms the 

enve lope o f  the bu i l d i ng .  The a r r angement  o f  sma l l  and l a rge open ings  p rov ides  v i ews f rom 

the i n te r i o r s  ou t  on to the l andscape ,  wh i l e  ca re fu l l y  ma in ta i n i ng  p r i v acy .  

 

Beyond the fo rma l  r e fe rences  to  A rab ve rnacu l a r  t r ad i t i ons ,  the bu i l d i ng  exp lo res  and 

deve lops  concepts  tha t  can p romote an agenda o f  env i r onmenta l  sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  wh i l e  

F i g .  20 -23 |  C lockw i se  f rom top :  Image 

o f  house f rom the s t ree t ;  Look ing  ove r  

cen t ra l  cou r tya rd  space ;  V iew f rom west  

edge o f  the p rope r ty ;  I n te r i o r  space .  
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ma in ta i n i ng cu l t u ra l  t r ad i t i ons .  The mash rab i yya ac ts  as  no t  on l y  a  t r ad i t i ona l  th resho ld  

be tween pub l i c  and p r i va te  spaces ,  bu t  i t  a l so  p rov ides  an e l ement  o f  c l imat i c  con t ro l .  The 

s tone mass ,  wh i ch  ac ts  as  a  c l imat i c  bu f fe r ,  i s  sepa ra te  f rom the i nne r  bu i l d i ng  and 

fo l l ows a  d i f f e ren t  s t ruc tu ra l  g r i d .  The gap be tween the l aye r s  a l l ows a i r  to  c i r cu l a te ,  

con t r i bu t i ng  to  pass i ve  coo l i ng .  The re fo re  the Mash rab i yya House can be conce i ved as  an 

examp le  o f  a  contempo ra ry  I s l am ic  bu i l d i ng  tha t  re ta i n s  aspec ts  o f  t r ad i t i on ,  bu t  a l so  

re sponds to  mode rn  l i v i ng  cond i t i ons  and techno log i e s .   

 

F ig s .  24 -26 |  F l oo r  P l ans  o f  the Mash rab i yya  House .  F rom Le f t :  Basement ;  Leve l  One ;  and Pen thouse Leve l .  
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vi | T H E  T R A D I T I O N A L  M O S Q U E  

 

The t r ad i t i ona l  mosque i n  I s l am ic  count r i e s  ac t s  as  a  s i gn i f i c an t  focus  po in t  w i th i n  the  

u rban fab r i c .  I t  p rov ides  no t  on l y  a  p l ace  fo r  p raye r  bu t  a l so  ac t s  as  an o rgan i ze r  o f  space 

and soc i e ty .  I t  i s  t r ad i t i ona l l y  an  i n t rove r ted space  whe re  v i ews i n to  the mosque a re  

re s t r i c ted f rom the ou ts i de ,  s im i l a r l y  to  the house .  Se rage ld i n  (1992) unde r s tands the 

mosque as  a  p l ace whe re  impo r tan t  mat te r s  fo r  the commun i ty  a re  d i s cussed and dec ided ,  

and i s  a  space tha t  i n teg ra tes  both  the sp i r i t ua l  and the tempo ra l .  The o r i en ta t i on  o f  

mosques p l ays  a  dom inan t  pa r t  i n  the i r  des ign  and l ayou t .  As Mecca marks  the geog raph i c  

and sp i r i t ua l  cen te r  o f  the I s l am ic  wo r l d ,  mosques a re  e rec ted to  fo rm a d i r ec t  ax i a l  

connec t i on  w i th  i t ,  fo rm ing a  c l ea r  phys i ca l  ges tu re  towa rds  o r i en ta t i on .  The m ina re t ,  

dome ,  ga teway ,  and m ih rab a re  a l l  key symbo l i c  e l ements  o f  t r ad i t i ona l  mosque 

a rch i t ec tu re .  Se rage ld i n  (1992) be l i e ves  tha t  they speak to  a l l  Mus l ims (and even non -

Mus l ims )  w i th  a  powe r fu l  symbo l i sm tha t  t r anscends space and t ime .  T rad i t i ona l l y ,  mosques 

we re  gene ra l l y  occup ied  on l y  by men ,  as  i t  was thought  tha t  women cou ld  pe r fo rm the i r  

p raye r s  a t  home .  I n  some I s l am ic  commun i t i e s ,  howeve r ,  women we re  i nv i t ed  to  use the 

mosque .  Kenza r i  and E l shesh tawy (2003) i den t i f y  tha t  i n  these mosques ,  women ’s  p raye r  

p l aces  we re  sepa ra ted f rom men ’s .  They we re  o f ten  p l aced beh ind ,  i n  a  mezzan ine  above ,  

o r  to  the s i de ;  whe re  they we re  no t  v i s i b l e  bu t  cou ld  s t i l l  see  the ma le  wo rsh ippe r s  and 

the imam .  The t r ad i t i ona l  concept i on  o f  the mosque can the re fo re  be conce i ved as  an 

u rban focus  po in t ,  and i t s  des ign  o f ten ma in ta i n s  the concept  o f  gende r  seg rega t i on ,  wh i ch  

i s  p reva l en t  w i th i n  domest i c  space .  
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vi i | A  T R A D I T I O N A L  M O S Q U E  C A S E  S T U D Y  

T h e  B u r t a s i  M o s q u e  &  M a d r a s a ,  T r i p o l i ,  L e b a n o n  

 

 

The Bu r tas i  Mosque and Mad rasa  i n  T r i po l i  was  cons t ruc ted ea r l y  i n  the 12th cen tu ry ,  and 

i s  an  examp le  o f  a  mosque tha t  i s  i den t i f i ab l e  by t r ad i t i ona l  symbo l i sm .  Th i s  can be 

obse rved i n  the e l eva t i ons  o f  the mosque i n  F ig s .  30 & 31 ,  wh i ch  i l l u s t r a te  the key 

symbo l i c  e l ements  o f  the t r ad i t i ona l  mosque –  th ree domes o f  va ry i ng  sca l e s ,  a  m ina re t  

and a rched po r ta l s .  The mosque i s  h igh l y  o rnamented ,  w i th  both  deco ra t i ve  e l ements  

de r i ved f rom I s l am ic  a r t  and i n sc r i p t i ons .   

 

The Bu r tas i  Mosque and Mad rasa  has  been i den t i f i ed  by Sa l am-L i eb i ch  (1983) as  o r i g i na l l y  

ho ld i ng  the func t i on  o f  a  mada rasa  whe re  F r i day  p raye r  i s  a l so  taken p l ace ,  the re fo re  i t  

ho ld s  the dua l  f unc t i on  o f  bo th  a  mosque and a  mad rasa .  The f l oo r  p l an  i nd i ca tes  a  

cen t ra l ,  cove red cou r tya rd  tha t  has  a  cen t ra l  oc tagona l  ma rb l e  foun ta i n  used fo r  

ab l u t i ons 1 .  The two rooms to  the eas t  and to  the west  a re  rec tangu l a r  ha l l s  w i th  s imp le  

vau l t i ng ,  one tha t  may have been used as  a  seconda ry  p raye r  ha l l  fo r  women .  The l a rge r  

i n te r i o r  space ex tends the w id th  o f  the bu i l d i ng  and i s  used as  the ma in  p raye r  ha l l .   

 

 

 

 

1 A b l u t i o n s  i s  t h e  p r o ce s s  o f  c l e a n s i n g  be f o r e  p r a ye r s  a r e  conduc t ed .  

F i g s .  27 -29 |  F rom top :  Ex te r i o r  v i ew 

o f  the mosque ,  w i th  c i t y  i n  the 

backg round ;  Photog raph o f  the m ih rab ,  

i l l u s t r a t i ng  I s l am ic  o rnamenta t i on ;  

Photog raph o f  the  dome ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  

ex tens i ve  de ta i l i ng  to  s tone wo rk .  
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F ig s .  30 -32 |  E leva t i ons  and F loo r  P l an  o f  the Mosque .  F rom Le f t :  No r th  E l eva t i on ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  t r ad i t i ona l  mosque symbo l i sm ;  Eas t  E l eva t i on ;  

F l oo r  p l an  i l l u s t r a t i ng  t r ad i t i ona l  spa t i a l  l a you t .  
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vi i i  | T H E  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  M O S Q U E  &  T H E  W E S T  

 

The contempo ra ry  mosque w i th i n  Weste rn  con tex t s  i s  t r ans fo rm ing i n  i t s  concept i on  f rom 

be ing no t  on l y  a  p l ace  o f  p raye r ,  bu t  to  a  s i t e  tha t  hos t s  va r i ous  commun i ty  func t i ons .  

Ho lod and Khan (1997) i den t i f y  tha t  i n  add i t i on  to  be ing p l ace s  fo r  p raye r ,  Weste rn  

mosques o f ten  take the fo rm o f  a  comp lex  i n tended to  se rve a l l  t he  soc io - r e l i g i ous  needs 

o f  the commun i ty  –  such as  f am i l y  func t i ons  and  educa t i on .  These mosques have become a 

repos i to ry  o f  i den t i t y  and au then t i c i t y  fo r  those who have found themse lves  d i s t anced 

f rom the i r  home count r i e s .  “Mus l ims f rom a va r i e ty  o f  r eg ions  w i th  d i spa ra te  cu l t u r a l  roo ts  

have c rea ted i n  the i r  new mosques a  l ocus  o f  new iden t i t y  and th rough them a connec t i on  

w i th  the i r  new phys i ca l  su r round ings ;  tha t  i den t i t y  has  come to  be i nc reas i ng l y  rep resen ted 

i n  hyb r i d i zed ,  ‘c reo l i zed ’  fo rms i n  today ’s  pos t  mode rn  c l imate ,”  Ho lod  and Khan 

(1997 :12) .  They fu r the r  be l i eve  tha t  i t  i s  th rough the mosque tha t  each d i a spo ra  

commun i ty  (m ig ran t ,  r e fugee ,  em ig ran t  o r  se t t l ed )  connec ts  to  the l a rge r  non - I s l am ic  

soc i e ty ,  and i s  r ep resen ted th rough i t s  ve ry  fo rm and loca t i on (Ho lod and Khan (1997) ) .  

Th i s  imp l i e s  tha t  the mosque becomes a  mode th rough wh i ch  cu l tu r a l  i den t i t y  i s  sus ta i ned ,  

and a l so  as  an ob jec t  o f  negot i a t i on  be tween Mus l ims and the w ide r  commun i ty .  The re fo re ,  

the not i on  o f  symbo l i sm p resen t  w i th i n  the ex te r i o r  o f  the m ig ran t  house becomes an 

equa l l y  impo r tan t  pa r t  i n  the pe rcep t ion  o f  the mosque f rom the Weste rn  pe r spec t i ve .  As 

the most  impo r tan t  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  symbo l  o f  I s l am w i th i n  Weste rn  con tex t s ,  the fo rm o f  the 

mosque can e i t he r  nega t i ve l y  o r  pos i t i ve l y  i n f l uence the pe rcep t i on  o f  I s l am f rom both 

commun i t i e s .  I n  rega rds  to  the t r ans fo rmat ion  o f  cu l t u re  assoc i a ted w i th  m ig ra t i on ,  the  

Weste rn  mosque cou ld  beg in  respond ing to  th i s  evo lu t i on  and pa r t i cu l a r l y  to  the 
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t r ans fo rmat ion  tha t  women l i v i ng  i n  Weste rn  soc i e t i e s  expe r i ence ,  a s  ou t l i n ed i n  Chapte r  

1 .4 .  As i n t roduced i n  th i s  chap te r ,  I s l am ic  women a re  i nc reas i ng l y  becom ing pa r t  o f  the 

wo rk fo rce ,  wh i ch  subsequent l y  impac ts  the i r  ro l e  i n  the  home .  The re fo re ,  th i s  cou ld  beg in  

to  i n f l uence the contempo ra ry  no t i on  o f  the mosque whe re  i t  cou ld  re spond to  these 

cu l t u ra l  sh i f t s .  I n  th i s  rega rd ,  the  mosque may p rov ide  fac i l i t i e s ,  l i k e  ch i l d ca re ,  tha t  enab le  

the I s l am ic  woman to  wo rk .   
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i x  | A  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  M O S Q U E  C A S E  S T U D Y  

S t u d i o  Z  M o s q u e  P r o p o s a l ,  T u r k e y  

 

The S tud io  Z  mosque p roposa l  c r i t i ques  the t r ad i t i ona l  symbo l i sm o f  the mosque by 

re j ec t i ng  the fo rms o f  the  m ina re t ,  m ih rab and the dome .  The des ign  i s  i n s tead de r i ved 

f rom t r ad i t i ona l  mosque p ropo r t i ons ,  and i s  essen t i a l l y  a  cub i c  she l l  w i th  an  o rnamenta l  

s tee l  s t ruc tu re  based on the geomet r i c  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  I s l am ic  a r t .  Th i s  s t ruc tu re ,  wh i ch  i s  

c l ad  w i th  a  sem i -opaque mate r i a l ,  can  be seen as  a  contempo ra ry  re - i n te rp re ta t i on  o f  the 

mash rab i yya whe re  i t  becomes comb ined w i th  a  s t ruc tu ra l  pu rpose .  The p raye r  space i s  

l o ca ted i n s i de  the l a rge  conc re te  sphe re ,  wh i ch  cou ld  be seen as  an i n te r i o r  co re  o r  a  

space o f  i n t rove r s i on .  A l though the p raye r  space i s  t r ad i t i ona l l y  r ec t i l i n ea r  w i th  an 

o r i en ta t i on  towa rds  Mecca ,  the re  ex i s t s  no ru l e  imp ly i ng  tha t  i t  cannot  be c i r cu l a r ,  r a the r  

o r i en ta t i on  can be imp l i ed  i n  o the r  ways .  The space c rea ted between the i nne r  dome and 

the ex te r i o r  fo rm ,  c rea tes  a  space fo r  seconda ry  func t i ons ,  whe re  i t  becomes a  th resho ld  

be tween the pub l i c / secu l a r  space and the i nne r ,  p r i v a te  and sac red space .  

 

The p rog ram comb ines  the p raye r  space w i th  a  con fe rence space ,  l i b r a ry  and exh ib i t i on  

space ,  wh i ch  p rov ides  fac i l i t i e s  tha t  ca te r  fo r  o the r  necess i t i e s  o f  con tempo ra ry  l i f e .  The 

educa t i ona l  a reas  o f  the  p roposa l  p rov ide  space fo r  i n fo rmat ion  to  be passed be tween 

gene ra t i ons ,  wh i ch  he lp s  to  ensu re  cu l tu r a l  con t i nua t i on .  

 

F i g s .33 -35 |  F rom Top :  I n te r i o r  

pe r spec t i ve  f rom uppe r  l eve l ;  

Ex te r i o r  pe r spec t i ve  i l l u s t r a t i ng  

cube fo rm ;  I n te r i o r  pe r spec t i ve  

i l l u s t r a t i ng  cen t ra l  p raye r  space .  
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The cub i c  fo rm o f  the mosque a l l udes  to  tha t  o f  Mecca ,  i l l u s t r a ted i n  F ig .  37 ,  wh i ch  cou ld  

be i n te rp re ted as  c rea t i ng  a  more d i r ec t  connec t i on  w i th  the p l ace  tha t  Mus l ims cons ide r  

the sp i r i t ua l  cen t re  o f  the wo r l d .   

 

F ig .  36 & 37 |  F rom Le f t :  Sec t i on  th rough the S tud io  Z  Mosque P roposa l ;  The cen t re  o f  Mecca .  
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F ig .  38 |  O r thog raph i c  P l ans  o f  the S tud io  Z  Mosque P roposa l .  
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x  | A  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  W E S T E R N  M O S Q U E  C A S E  S T U D Y  

P a r k  5 1 :  G r o u n d  Z e r o  M o s q u e ,  N e w  Y o r k  

 

The p roposed g l a s s  and s tee l  bu i l d i ng  i s  i n tended to  se rve as  an I s l am ic  commun i ty  cen t re .  

The p rog ram cons i s t s  o f  a  p raye r  space ,  a  500-sea t  aud i to r i um ,  thea te r ,  pe r fo rm ing a r t s  

cen te r ,  f i t ness  cen te r ,  sw imm ing poo l ,  baske tba l l  cou r t ,  ch i l d ca re  se rv i ces ,  books to re ,  

cu l i n a ry  schoo l ,  and a  food cou r t .  Th i s  re f l e c t s  the mu l t i - u se  p rog ram found i n  many 

contempo ra ry  mosques .  I t s  u rban loca t i on  nea r  the s i t e  o f  the Tw in  Towers  has ;  howeve r ,  

r a i sed a  cons ide rab l e  amount  o f  con t rove r sy  th rough the p ro j ec t ’s  concept ion .  

 

Th i s  con t rove r sy  focuses  excess i ve l y  on the p roposa l ’s  p rox im i ty  to  the Septembe r  11 

s i t e .  The Pa rk  51 I s l am ic  cen t re  i s  p roposed to  s tand 170m f rom the s i t e  o f  the Tw in  

Towers ,  a s  i nd i ca ted i n  F ig .  41 .  A l though the p roposed bu i l d i ng  wou ld  no t  be v i s i b l e  f rom 

the Wor l d  T rade Cente r  s i t e ,  opponents  o f  the Pa rk  51 p ro jec t  have sa id  tha t  bu i l d i ng  a  

mosque so c lo se  to  G round Ze ro  i s  o f fens i ve  to  the v i c t ims o f  9/11 .  The re fo re ,  th i s  case  

s tudy c l ea r l y  i den t i f i e s  tha t  the u rban app rop r i a t i on  o f  a  mosque i n to  a  Weste rn  con tex t  

needs to  be ca re fu l l y  cons ide red .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F ig .  39 & 40 |  F rom Top :  Ex te r i o r  

pe r spec t i ve ;  and i n te r i o r  pe r spec t i ve  o f  

p roposa l .  
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F ig .41 |  D i ag ram ind i ca t i ng  the p rox im i ty  o f  the  p roposa l  to  the Wor ld  T rade Cente r  s i t e .  
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Th i s  chap te r  i n t roduces  the des ign  ou tcomes and s i t e  con tex t  ana l y s i s .  As the resea rch  ana l yzed 

both  hous i ng  and the mosque ,  the des ign  case s tud ie s  a re  d i v i ded i n to  two pa r t s :  the  hous i ng  

component ,  and the re -des ign  o f  the K i l b i r n i e  Mosque .  As the mosque i s  the most  dom inan t  

a r ch i t ec tu ra l  symbo l  o f  I s l am in  We l l i ng ton ,  i t  becomes i n f l uen t i a l  to  no t  on l y  the w ide r  

pe rcep t ions  o f  the I s l am ic  commun i ty .  The re fo re ,  i t  becomes the most  s ign i f i c an t  focus o f  the 

des ign .   

 

C H A P T E R  2 . 1  
  

 

D E S I G N  O U T C O M E S  A N D  S I T E  C O N T E X T  A N A L Y S I S  
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i  | I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  T H E  D E S I G N  O U T C O M E S  

 

The hous i ng  component  o f  the des ign  case s tudy p rov ides  a  feas ib l e  so l u t i on  tha t  HNZC 

cou ld  use to  he lp  imp rove the hous i ng  cond i t i ons  fo r  I s l am ic  women .  A des ign  gu ide  

summar i zes  the key f i nd i ngs  f rom the resea rch  tha t  w i l l  he lp  to  i n fo rm des igne r s  and 

gove rnment  agenc i e s  on the spec i f i c  needs o f  these woman ,  as  th i s  i s  the most  use fu l ,  

p r ac t i c a l  and feas ib l e  so l u t i on .  Th i s  w i l l  i n c l ude so lu t i ons  fo r  bo th  renova t i ons  and new 

deve lopments .   

The re -des ign  o f  the K i l b i r n i e  Mosque on Queen ’s  D r i ve  becomes the ma in  focus  o f  the 

des ign  case s tudy .  F i r s t l y ,  th i s  i s  because the l im i t a t i ons  imposed by HNZC and the 

re fugee hous i ng  p rocess  l im i ted  the a rch i t ec tu ra l  ou tcome .  Second ly ,  a l t hough the house 

was found to  be ab le  to  he lp  suppo r t  cu l t u ra l  con t i nua t i on ,  i t  was l e s s  i n f l uen t i a l  towa rds  

the Weste rn  pe rcep t i ons  o f  the I s l am ic  commun i ty .  The mosque ;  howeve r ,  i s  a  s i t e  tha t  

no t  on l y  suppo r t s  cu l t u r a l  con t i nua t i on  and t r ans fo rmat ion ,  bu t  a l so he lp s  i n f l uence the 

pe rcep t ions  towa rds  the I s l am ic  commun i ty .  Th i s  i s  because i t  i s  the most  dom inan t  

a r ch i t ec tu ra l  symbo l  o f  con tempora ry  I s l am ic  cu l tu re .  The re fo re ,  the des ign  seeks  to  

cha l l enge the t r ad i t i ona l  concept i on  o f  the mosque th rough i t s  r e l a t i onsh ip  to  the 

contempo ra ry  woman and i t s  u rban i n teg ra t i on  i n  the We l l i ng ton contex t .   
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i i  | S I T E  &  C O N T E X T  A N A L Y S I S  

K i l b i r n i e ,  W e l l i n g t o n  

 

 

Th i s  s i t e  ana l y s i s  i s  conduc ted to  i den t i f y  the most  su i t ab l e  l oca t i on  fo r  bo th  hous i ng  and 

the mosque w i th i n  the We l l i ng ton reg ion .  

 

The s i t e  ana l y s i s  i n i t i a l l y  i nves t i ga tes  the w ide r  We l l i ng ton reg ion  i n  o rde r  to  de te rm ine 

the cu r ren t  concen t r a t i ons  o f  M idd l e  Eas te rn/A f r i c an/La t i n  Amer i c a  c i t i zens ,  and the re fo re  

the most  su i t ab l e  p l acement  o f  the mosque and hous i ng .  Th i s  i s  i l l u s t r a ted  i n  F ig .  42 .  A 

se r i e s  o f  cu l tu r a l  maps (F ig s .  43 -48)  dep i c t  the cu r ren t  e thn i c  concen t r a t i ons  o f  the 

We l l i ng ton subu rbs .  Th i s  p rov ides  an i nd i ca t i on  o f  wh i ch  a reas  a re  cu r r en t l y  more 

e thn i ca l l y  d i ve r se ,  and the re fo re  may more accept i ng  o f  o the r  cu l tu res .  These maps we re  

de r i ved f rom the 2006 census da ta ,  conduc ted by S ta t i s t i c s  New Zea l and .  
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Lowe r  Hu t t  I smae l i  C en t r e  

K i l b i r n i e  Mosque  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
0 - 0 . 5  
0 . 5 - 1  
1 - 1 . 5  
1 . 5 - 2  
2 - 2 . 5  
2 . 5 - 3  
3 - 3 . 5  
3 . 5 - 4  
4 - 4 . 5  
4 . 5 - 5  
5 - 5 . 5  
5 . 5 - 6  
6 - 7 . 5  
n / a  
 
 

P o r i r u a  I smae l i  C en t r e  

F i g .  42 |  Map o f  the G rea te r  We l l i ng ton reg ion  i nd i ca t i ng  the Concent ra t i on  o f  

M idd l e  Eas te rn/La t i n  Amer i c an/A f r i c an  C i t i zens .  I n  pe rcen tage o f  to ta l  

popu l a t i on .  
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0 - 0 . 5  
0 . 5 - 1  
1 - 1 . 5  
1 . 5 - 2  
2 - 2 . 5  
2 . 5 - 3  
3 - 3 . 5  
3 . 5 - 4  
4 - 4 . 5  
4 . 5 - 5  
5 - 5 . 5  
5 . 5 - 6  
6 - 7 . 5  
n / a  

F i g .  43 |  Concent ra t i on  o f  M idd l e  Eas te rn/La t i n  

Amer i can/A f r i c an  C i t i zens .  I n  pe rcen tage o f  to ta l  popu l a t i on .  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
0 - 2 . 5  
2 . 5 - 5  
5 - 7 . 5  
7 . 5 - 10  
10 - 12 . 5  
12 . 5 - 15  
15 - 17 . 5  
17 . 5 - 20  
20 - 22 . 5  
22 . 5 - 25  
n / a  

F i g .  44 |  Concent ra t i on  o f  As i an  C i t i zens .  I n  pe rcen tage o f  

to ta l  popu l a t i on .  
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0 - 2 . 5  
2 . 5 - 5  
5 - 7 . 5  
7 . 5 - 1 0  
1 0 - 1 2 . 5  
1 2 . 5 - 1 5  
n / a  

F i g .  45 |  Concent ra t i on  o f  Mao r i  C i t i zens ,  i n  pe rcen tage o f  

to ta l  popu l a t i on .  

 

 
 
 
 
 
4 5 - 5 0  
5 0 - 5 5  
5 5 - 6 0  
6 0 - 6 5  
6 5 - 7 0  
7 0 - 7 5  
7 5 - 8 0  
8 0 - 8 5  
8 5 - 9 0  
n / a  

F i g .  46 |  Concent ra t i on  o f  New Zea l and Eu ropeans ,  i n  pe rcen tage o f  

to ta l  popu l a t i on .  
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0 - 2 . 5  
2 . 5 - 5  
5 - 7 . 5  
7 . 5 - 10  
10 - 12 . 5  
12 . 5 - 15  
15 - 17 . 5  
17 . 5 - 20  
n / a  
 

F i g .  47 |  Concent ra t i on  o f  Pac i f i c  I s l and C i t i zens ,  i n  pe rcen tage o f  

to ta l  popu l a t i on .  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
0 - 2 . 5  
2 . 5 - 5  
5 - 7 . 5  
7 . 5 - 10  
10 - 12 . 5  
12 . 5 - 15  
15 - 17 . 5  
17 . 5 - 20  
20 - 22 . 5  
22 . 5 - 25  
n / a  

F i g .  48 |  Concent ra t i on  o f  Othe r  E thn i c i t y  C i t i zens ,  i n  pe rcen tage 

o f  to ta l  popu l a t i on .  
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I n  add i t i on  to  the cu l tu r a l  maps i nd i ca t i ng  e thn i c  concent ra t i ons ,  the  s i t e s  su r round ing  the 

3 I s l am ic  cen te r s  i n  the w ide r  We l l i ng ton reg ion  we re  ana l yzed .  Th i s  i nvo l ved a  

p rog rammat i c  mapp ing s tudy o f  the s i t e s  w i th i n  a  300m rad iu s  o f  the I s l am ic  cen t res .  Th i s  

was conduc ted i n  o rde r  to  l oca te  the mosque w i th i n  a  s i t e  tha t  w i l l  enab le  s i gn i f i c an t  

i n te rac t i on  w i th  the w ide r  commun i ty .  The th ree  s i t e s  i n c l uded Po r i r ua ,  Lowe r  Hut t  and 

K i l b i r n i e .  The Po r i r ua  and Lowe r  Hut t  s i t e s ,  a s  i nd i ca ted by the F ig s .49 & 50 ,  a re  

su r rounded p r ima r i l y  by res i den t i a l  p rope r t i e s .  Th i s  l im i t s  the i r  po ten t i a l  fo r  i n te rac t i on  

w i th  the w ide r  commun i ty .  The K i l b i r n i e  s i t e ,  howeve r ,  i s  l o ca ted i n  a  re l a t i ve l y  busy u rban 

env i ronment  and i s  su r rounded by a  m ix  o f  re s i den t i a l ,  commerc i a l  and i ndus t r i a l  

p rope r t i e s .  The subu rb  o f  K i l b i r n i e  was a l so  i den t i f i ed  by the i n i t i a l  cu l t u r a l  mapp ing 

s tud i e s  as  be ing  a  re l a t i ve l y  e thn i ca l l y  d i ve r se  a rea .  Th i s  i nd i ca tes  tha t  the K i l b i r n i e  s i t e  

may be more accept i ng  o f  the mosque than o the r  subu rbs .   
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R e s i d e n t i a l  
C omme r c i a l   
C h u r c h  
I sm a e l i  C e n t r e  

F i g .  49 |  P rog rammat i c  s tudy o f  the  s i t e  su r round ing the 300m rad iu s  
o f  the Lower  Hut t  I smae l i  Cen t re .  

 

F i g .  50 |  P rog rammat i c  s tudy o f  the  s i t e  su r round ing the 300m rad iu s  

o f  the Po r i r ua  I smae l i  Cen t re .  
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R e s i d e n t i a l  
C omme r c i a l  
S u p e rm a r k e t  
P e t r o l  S t a t i o n  
I n d u s t r i a l  
K i l b i r n i e  M o s q u e  
5m  Co n t o u r s  
S u b u r b  B o u n d a r y  

F i g .  51 |  P rog rammat i c  s tudy o f  the  s i t e  su r round ing the 300m rad iu s  o f  the  K i l b i r n i e  Mosque .  

 

B a y  R o a d  

C o u t t s  S t r e e t  

   Q u e e n ’ s  D r i v e  
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The pu rpose o f  th i s  chap te r  i s  to  ou t l i n e  the key p r i n c i p l e s  o f  the hous i ng  component  o f  the 

des ign  case s tudy .  The p rocess  o f  des ign  i s  i n i t i a l l y  desc r i bed ,  wh i ch  focuses  on s ta te  hous i ng  

p rope r t i e s ,  a s  these a re  whe re  re fugees a re  p re fe rab l y  p l aced upon a r r i v a l  to  New Zea l and .  

Conc lud i ng  the chapte r  i s  the f i n a l  des ign  ou tcome .   

 

C H A P T E R  2 . 2  
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i  | T H E  D E S I G N  P R O C E S S  

 

I n i t i a l l y ,  2  u rban l ayouts  whe re  deve loped i n  o rde r  to  exp lo re  the i r  impac t  on the ex i s t i ng  

u rban env i r onment .  Th i s  i s  because resea rch  conduc ted i n  Chapte r  1 .2  i nd i ca ted tha t  the  

u rban loca t i on  o f  re fugee hous i ng  was cons ide red impo r tan t  to  add ress  i n  te rms o f  soc io -

cu l t u r a l  r equ i r ements .  The f i r s t  typo logy exp lo res  a  l ow - r i s e  apa r tment  comp lex  tha t  wou ld  

be occup ied  by m ixed e thn i c i t i e s ,  a s  i nd i ca ted i n  F ig .52 .  Th rough ana l yz i ng  th i s  typo logy 

i n  re l a t i on  to  Chapte r  1 .2  pa rag raph 17 ,  th i s  concept  was no t  deve loped any fu r the r .  Th i s  

was s ign i f i c an t l y  due to  the l a ck  o f  p r i v acy assoc i a ted w i th  the ex te r i o r  space o f  

apa r tment  l i v i ng ,  and the g rea te r  po ten t i a l  fo r  abuse f rom ne ighbou r s .  As a  m ixed -

e thn i c i t y  deve lopment ,  i t  a l so  l a cked the ab i l i t y  to  ac t  as  an a rch i t ec tu ra l  symbo l  tha t  

cou ld  i n f l uence the pe rcep t i ons  towa rds  the I s l am ic  g roup ,  wh i ch  i s  a  key concept  o f  

soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y .  An apa r tment  comp lex  i nhab i ted p r ima r i l y  by I s l am ic  re fugees 

was no t  exp lo red as  i t  cou ld  be negat i ve l y  pe rce i ved as  a  cu l t u r a l  enc l ave .  

 

The second l ayou t  exp lo res  the concept  o f  peppe r -po t t i ng ,  wh i ch  was i n t roduced i n  

Chapte r  1 .2  pa rag raph 9 .  Th i s  des ign  i nvo l ves  p l ac i ng  recen t l y  a r r i ved re fugees w i th i n  

i nd i v i dua l  hous i ng  un i t s ,  bu t  un l i k e  the techn ique used h i s to r i c a l l y  by Hous i ng  New Zea l and ,  

they wou ld  be p l aced i n  a  re l a t i ve l y  c l o se  p rox im i ty  to  each o the r .  Th i s  wou ld  enab le  them 

to fos te r  r e l a t i onsh ip s  more eas i l y  w i th  peop le  o f  the i r  same e thn i c i t y ,  wh i l e  a l so  

i n te rac t i ng  w i th  the w ide r  We l l i ng ton commun i ty .  The hous i ng  i s  p l aced w i th i n  the 300m 

rad iu s  o f  the  K i l b i r n i e  Mosque ,  as  a  c lo se  p rox im i ty  to  the i r  r e l i g i ous  fac i l i t y  i s  impo r tan t ,  

F i g .  52 |  Concept  ske tch o f  l ow - r i s e  apa r tment  

comp lex .  

F ig .  53 |  Peppe r -po t t i ng  l ayou t .  
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as  i nd i c a ted by resea rch  i n  Chapte r  1 .2  pa rag raph 2 .  The deve lopment  i nvo l ved an ana l y s i s  

tha t  i den t i f i ed  seve ra l  de re l i c t  houses  w i th i n  the  300m rad iu s  o f  the  K i l b i r n i e  mosque ,  as  

i nd i ca ted i n  F ig s .  54 -59 .  I t  was thought  tha t  th i s  i n te rven t i on  wou ld  rev i t a l i z e  the 

ne ighbo rhood th rough demo l i sh i ng  and rebu i l d i ng  these p rope r t i e s ,  e f f ec t i ve l y  c rea t i ng  a  

pos i t i ve  impac t  on the K i l b i r n i e  s i t e .  
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F ig s .  54 -59 |  C lockw i se  f rom le f t :  S i t e  map o f  300m rad iu s  su r round ing the K i l b i r n i e  Mosque 

i nd i ca t i ng  run -down res iden t i a l  p rope r t i e s ;  Images o f  run -down res iden t i a l  p rope r t i e s .  
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The p rope r ty  a t  69 Onepu Road was then re -deve loped i n  o rde r  to  exp lo re  how the house 

cou ld  be redes igned to  meet  the needs o f  the I s l am ic  woman re fugee .  The mash rab i yya ,  

wh i ch  i s  a  dev i ce  tha t  i s  i n t r i c a te l y  connec ted to  the I s l am ic  woman and he r  ve i l  a s  

i n t roduced by E l  Gu ind i  (1999) i n  Chapte r  1 .5  pa rag raph 2 ,  was exp lo red  i n  the des ign .  

Th i s  i nvo l ved the use o f  o rnamenta l  sc reens  tha t  we re  de r i ved f rom p r i n c i p l e s  o f  I s l am ic  

a r t .  The pe r fo ra t i ons  we re  des igned to  d im in i sh  i n  s i ze  i n  o rde r  to  fu r the r  res t r i c t  v i ews 

i n to  the more p r i v a te  doma ins  o f  the house .  The ex te r i o r  f acades a l l ow fo r  movement  and 

adapt i on ,  wh i ch  enab le s  the woman to  cont ro l  he r  amount  o f  p r i v acy .  Th i s  des ign  was 

i n f l uenced by the concept ion  o f  the ro l e  o f  the  ex te r i o r  o f  the  m ig ran t  home ,  as  ou t l i ned  

i n  Chap te r  1 .3 ,  pa rag raph 3 ,  whe re  i t  becomes a  s i t e  o f  pe rcep t i on  and negot i a t i on  

be tween the m ig ran t  and the w ide r  commun i ty .  I t s  f l e x i b i l i t y  and po ros i t y  was des igned to  

re f l e c t  how the re fugee i s  w i l l i ng  to  adapt  aspec ts  o f  the i r  cu l t u re  to  tha t  o f  the  hos t  

commun i ty ,  howeve r  i t s  o rnamenta t i on  i s  a  c l ea r  i nd i ca to r  o f  i den t i t y  and t r ad i t i on .  

Spa t i a l l y ,  the  house i s  o rgan i zed a round the t r ad i t i ona l  r equ i r ements  o f  gende r  seg rega t i on  

and p r i vacy .  Th i s  t r ad i t i ona l  i n te r i o r  i s  de r i ved f rom the ro l e  o f  the i n te r i o r  o f  the home 

as  i n t roduced i n  Chapte r  1 .3  pa rag raph 2 ,  whe re  i t  suppo r t s  t r ad i t i ona l  r i t ua l s  and 

p rov ides  a  symbo l i c  connec t i on  to  the pas t .  The cou r tya rd ,  a  t r ad i t i ona l  space i n  I s l am ic  

a r ch i t ec tu re ,  was i n t roduced i n  the des ign  as  the cen t re  o f  the home ,  and i s  conce i ved as  

a  space tha t  p rov ides  a  sense o f  secu r i t y ,  wh i ch  can be cons ide red ex t reme ly  impo r tan t  

fo r  the re fugee .   

 

 

 

F ig s .  60 -62 |  Images o f  69 Onepu Road .  F rom top :  

Ex te r i o r  f a çade f rom s t ree t ;  No r the rn  fa çade ;  Ex i s t i ng  

P l an  o f  69 Onepu Road .  
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F ig s .  63 -65 |  Images o f  the Des ign  P roposa l  fo r  69 Onepu Road .  F rom Le f t :  S i t e  D i ag ram ;  P l an ;  Ex te r i o r  pe r spec t i ve  f rom s t ree t  i l l u s t r a t i ng  f l e x i b l e  

po l yca rbona te  facades and o rnamenta ted sc reens .  
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F ig s .66 -68 |  I n te r i o r  and Ex te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ves  o f  the  p roposa l .  F rom Le f t :  Ex te r i o r  pe r spec t i ve  l ook i ng  towa rds  cou r tya rd  f rom back edge o f  the  s i t e ;  
I n te r i o r  pe r spec t i ve  o f  a  bed room i l l u s t r a t i ng  p r i v a te  cou r tya rd ;  I n te r i o r  pe r spec t i ve  o f  ha l lway space w i th  v i ew onto ma in  cou r tya rd . 
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Th rough fu r the r  ana l y s i s  o f  the resea rch  i t  was dec ided tha t  i t  wou ld  be un feas ib l e  fo r  

HNZC to demo l i sh  and rep l ace  ex i s t i ng  houses ,  bu t  r a the r  renova t i ons  we re  cons ide red as  a  

be t te r  a l t e rna t i ve .  Th i s  a l so  re sponds to  the i dea tha t  re fugees want  to  accept  and be 

pa r t  o f  the New Zea l and cu l tu re ,  r a the r  than comp le te l y  impose the i r  cu l t u re  on the 

commun i ty .  I t  a l so  ensu res  tha t  the s ta te  house ,  as  an impo r tan t  cu l tu r a l  a r t i f a c t ,  i s  

p rese rved and t rea ted i n  a  pos i t i ve  way .  The re fo re ,  p rov id i ng  Hous i ng  Des ign  Gu ide l i nes  fo r  

the I s l am ic  Woman was cons ide red the most  feas ib l e  and p rac t i c a l  so l u t i on ,  a s  these cou ld  

be app l i ed  to  both  renova t ions  and fu tu re  deve lopments  by Hous ing  New Zea l and .   
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F ig .  69 |  Cross  sec t i on  th rough p roposa l ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  va ry i ng  l eve l s  acco rd i ng  to  p r i v acy needs .  

 



111   

i i  | F I N A L  D E S I G N  O U T C O M E  

H o u s i n g  D e s i g n  G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  I s l a m i c  W o m e n  

 

These gu ide l i nes  a re  based on the Pac i f i c  Hous i ng  Des ign  Gu ide l i ne  pub l i s hed by Hous i ng  

New Zea l and i n  2004 .  I t  seeks  to  i n fo rm how hous i ng  i n  New Zea l and cou ld  fu r the r  re spond 

to  the cu l tu r a l  and soc i a l  needs o f  I s l am ic  women ,  f rom both m ig ran t  and re fugee 

backg rounds .  Essen t i a l l y ,  i t  i s  a  summary o f  the key f i nd i ngs  o f  the resea rch .    

 

The a ims o f  th i s  Des ign  Gu ide  a re  to :  

 

- Imp rove unde r s tand ing  o f  the spec i f i c  needs o f  I s l am ic  hous i ng  i n  New Zea l and ;  

-H igh l i gh t  the cu l tu r a l  needs ,  dynam ics ,  and p ressu res  ac t i ng  on I s l am ic  women and the i r  

hous i ng  env i r onments ;  

- E s tab l i s h  pe r fo rmance -based gu ide l i nes  fo r  app rop r i a te  so lu t i ons ;  

- I n fo rm and ass i s t  a l l  hous i ng  s takeho lde r s  ( i n c l ud i ng  a rch i t ec t s ,  des igne r s ,  and p rope r ty  

deve lope r s  i n  the pub l i c  and p r i va te  sec to r s )  i n  the p rocess  o f  p rov id i ng  res i den t i a l  

hous i ng  fo r  Mus l ims i n  New Zea l and ;  

- I n fo rm des igne r s ,  and encou rage the deve lopment o f  new ,  i nnova t i ve ,  and c rea t i ve  hous i ng  

des ign  so lu t i ons  fo r  Mus l ims .  
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The rev i ew o f  l i t e r a tu re  h igh l i gh ted some key i s sues  on the cu r ren t  s ta te  o f  hous i ng  fo r  

I s l am ic  re fugees and m ig ran t s  l i v i ng  i n  New Zea l and .  These i nc l ude :  

 

1 .  P r i v acy requ i r ements .  

2 .  La rge r  f am i l i e s  and fam i l y  r eun ions .  

3 .  Warmer  l i v i ng .  

4 .  Ma in ta i n i ng  cu l tu r a l  I den t i t y .  

 

 

 

As most  I s l am ic  count r i e s  a re  ho t  and a r i d ,  the  change f rom th i s  c l imate  to  the New 

Zea l and c l imate  can o f ten cause d i s comfo r t  fo r  I s l am ic  f am i l i e s .  The re fo re ,  o r i en ta t i on  o f  

l i v i ng  spaces  towa rds  no r th  to  ensu re  max imum sun l i gh t  access  i s  essen t i a l .  Add i t i ona l l y ,  

the  use o f  wa rm co lou r s  and mate r i a l s ,  such as  t imbe r ,  w i l l  he lp  to  p rov ide  a  sense o f  

wa rmth i n  a l l  i n te r i o r  spaces .   

 

1 .  L IV ING SPACES 

 

The I s l am ic  home i s  common ly  used as  a  s i t e  fo r  r i t ua l s  and l a rge  ga the r i ngs .  These 

i nc l ude da i l y  p raye r s ,  wedd ings ,  and fune ra l s .  The re fo re ,  i n  o rde r  to  a l l ow enough space 

fo r  ex tended fam i l y ,  whe re  poss ib l e ,  i t  i s  necessa ry  to  p rov ide  l a rge l i v i ng  spaces .   

 

 I N D O O R  S P A C E S  
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I t  i s  i dea l  tha t  p raye r  spaces ,  wh i ch  may be loca ted i n  the l i v i ng  a reas  o f  the house ,  a re  

o r i en ta ted towa rds  Mecca .   

 

I s l am ic  houses  shou ld  i nco rpo ra te  two l i v i ng  spaces  –  one fo r  ma le s  and one fo r  fema le s  –  

i n  o rde r  to  ma in ta i n  the t r ad i t i ona l  r equ i r ement  o f  gende r  seg rega t i on .  Add i t i ona l l y ,  v i ews 

i n to  the fema le  l i v i ng  space must  be h idden f rom v iew f rom the ou ts i de  and f rom the ma le  

l i v i ng  space .   

 

2 .  K ITCHEN AREAS 

 

The k i t chen must  be sepa ra ted f rom the l i v i ng  spaces .  Th i s  i s  to  ensu re  tha t  the woman 

can cook w i thou t  wea r i ng  the ve i l  when v i s i t o r s  a re  w i th i n  the house .   

 

3 .  BATHROOM AND TO ILETS 

 

The to i l e t  must  be l oca ted a t  a  d i s t an t  p rox im i ty  to  the k i t chen a rea ,  a s  th i s  space i s  

r ega rded as  unc l ean .  I t  i s  a l so  p re fe rab l e  tha t  the  to i l e t  i s  l oca ted i n  a  sepa ra te  room to 

the ba th room .  

 

4 .  BEDROOMS 

 

As many m ig ran ts  o f ten have fam i l y  reun ions ,  l a rge  s l eep ing spaces  tha t  may be 

pa r t i t i oned cou ld  be p rov ided i n  o rde r  to  a l l ow fo r  fu tu re  fam i l y  g rowth .  
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I dea l l y ,  bed rooms shou ld  be loca ted i n  a  more  p r i v a te  a rea  o f  the house ,  away f rom 

ent rances  and whe re  v i ews f rom the s t ree t  a re  l im i ted .   

 

5 .  CONNECT ING SPACES 

 

The re  shou ld  be two ent rances  to  the house ,  and access  to  the fema le  l i v i ng  spaces and 

bed rooms shou ld  be unseen by any ma le  v i s i t o r s .   

 

 

 

The ou tdoo r  spaces  o f  the I s l am ic  house shou ld  a l l ow the woman to  take o f f  he r  ve i l  

w i thou t  be ing  seen .  The re fo re ,  f ema le  ou tdoo r  l i v i ng  spaces  shou ld  be h idden f rom v i ew 

f rom the ma le  spaces and the s t ree t  by sc reen ing  and spa t i a l  o r i en ta t i on .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

O U T D O O R  S P A C E S  
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1 .  NEW HOUS ING 

 

New hous i ng  deve lopments  shou ld  unde r s tand the key p r i n c i p l e s  o f  gende r  seg rega t i on ,  bu t  

a l so  a l l ow fo r  changes tha t  cou ld  occu r  th rough fu tu re  cu l tu r a l  sh i f t s  o r  new inhab i t an t s .  

The re fo re ,  adapt i ve  so l u t i ons  fo r  p r i v acy such as  removab le  and adaptab le  sc reens and 

wa l l s  cou ld  a l l ow fo r  fu tu re  use and a l so  fo r  d i f f e ren t  e thn i c  g roups tha t  may move i n to  

the p rope r ty .   

 

2 .  EX IST ING HOUS ING 

 

S im i l a r l y  to  new deve lopments ,  r emovab le  sc reen ing dev i ces  a re  a l so  a  key so l u t i on  to  

adapt i ng  ex i s t i ng  houses .  I dea l l y ,  these cou ld  be i n s ta l l ed  and removed by the 

requ i r ements  o f  the  use r .  They a l so  cou ld  be loca ted i n  bo th i n te r i o r  and ex te r i o r  spaces .   

 

The des ign  o f  the sc reens  cou ld  i nco rpo ra te  o rnamenta l  pa t te rn  based on I s l am ic  a r t  

p r i n c i p l e s ,  tha t  wou ld  he lp  to  ma in ta i n  a  sense o f  cu l tu r a l  i den t i t y .  T imbe r ,  pa t te rned 

opaque g l a ss ,  p l a s t i c s ,  and va r i ous  meta l s  cou ld  be exp lo red mate r i a l l y .  

K E Y  S O L U T I O N S  
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Th i s  chap te r  ou t l i n es  the des ign  concept ,  p rocess  and ou tcome o f  the re -des ign  o f  the 

K i l b i r n i e  Mosque .  As the most  dom inan t  a rch i t ec tu ra l  symbo l  o f  I s l am ic  i den t i t y  i n  We l l i ng ton 

tha t  can i n f l uence the w ide r  conce rns  o f  soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  th i s  i s  the more 

s ign i f i c an t  focus  o f  the des ign  case s tud i e s .  I n i t i a l l y  the  chap te r  p rov ides  an ana l y s i s  o f  the  

ex i s t i ng  K i l b i r n i e  Mosque .  Fo l l ow ing f rom th i s ,  the  des ign  concept  i s  ou t l i ned ,  wh i ch  i s  fo l l owed 

by a  desc r i p t i on  o f  the des ign  p rocess .  Conc lud i ng  the chapte r  i s  a  comprehens i ve  d i s cuss ion  

o f  the f i n a l  des ign  ou tcome .   

 

C H A P T E R  2 . 3  
 

T H E  K I L B I R N I E  M O S Q U E  
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i  | T H E  E X I S T I N G  M O S Q U E  

 

The ex i s t i ng  mosque i n  K i l b i r n i e  was o r i g i na l l y  bu i l t  i n  1971 as  a  s ta t i ona ry  s to rage 

fac i l i t y  fo r  the Bank o f  New Zea l and ,  and was renova ted i n  2004 .  As i nd i ca ted by the 

p l ans  and images o f  the bu i l d i ng  i n  F ig s .70 -75 ,  the  renova t i ons  i nc l uded a l t e r i ng  non -

s t ruc tu ra l  i n te r i o r  wa l l s  and the re -des ign  o f  the no r the rn  façade .  The o the r  3 facades o f  

the mosque re ta i n  the o r i g i na l  i ndus t r i a l  f acades  o f  the s ta t i ona ry  s to rage fac i l i t y  as  

i nd i ca ted i n  F ig .  71 .   

 

The no r the rn  façade was des igned w i th  t r ad i t i ona l  I s l am ic  mosque symbo l i sm ,  wh i ch  

i nc l udes  domes ,  po r ta l  a r ches  and a m ina re t  tha t  i s  a l i gned w i th  Bay Road .  These symbo l i c  

qua l i t i e s  he lp  i den t i f y  to  both  Mus l ims and non -Mus l ims the func t i on  o f  the space ,  as  

no ted by Se rage ld i n  (1992) i n  Chapte r  1 .5  pa rag raph 13 ;  howeve r ,  i t  does not  re spond to  

the t r ans fo rmat ion  o f  the I s l am ic  cu l t u re  th rough the m ig ra t i on  p rocess  o r  i t s  New Zea l and 

contex t .  The re fo re ,  the  w ide r  pe rcep t i on  o f  the mosque may assoc i a te  the I s l am ic  

commun i ty  as  be ing  conse rva t i ve  and t r ad i t i ona l i s t ,  wh i ch  does no t  re f l e c t  the cu l t u ra l  

t r ans fo rmat ions  tha t  take p l ace fo r  I s l am ic  re fugees .  I t  a l so  doesn ’ t  r e spond to  the 

repos i t i on i ng  o f  the  I s l am ic  woman i n  the contex t  o f  m ig ra t i on .  

 

 P rog rammat i ca l l y ,  the  mosque ca te r s  fo r  the g row ing I s l am ic  commun i ty  i n  We l l i ng ton and 

ac ts  as  a  mu l t i - pu rpose space .  I t  i s  a  p l ace  fo r  p raye r  and wo rsh ip ,  wedd ings ,  commun i ty  

ga the r i ngs ,  Ramadan d inne r s ,  Sunday schoo l  c l a s ses  and ho l i d ay  p rog rams ;  and i t  a l so  

F ig s .  70 & 71 |  Photog raphs o f  the  Ex i s t i ng  

Mosque .  F rom Top :  No r the rn  f a çade and en t r ance to  

the ex i s t i ng  Mosque ;  The sou th -wes t  co rne r  o f  the 

mosque ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  the i ndus t r i a l  f acades .  
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hos ts  tou r s ,  schoo l  v i s i t s ,  open days  and e thn i c  food fa i r s  i n  an  e f fo r t  to  open i t s  doo r s  

to  the w ide r  commun i ty .  The re fo re ,  the p rog ram responds to  the con tempo ra ry  no t i on  o f  

the mosque and a l so  i t s  New Zea l and con tex t .  

 

F ig .72 |  O r i g i na l  Basement  P l an  NTS .  

 

F ig .73 |  Or ig i na l  Leve l  One P l an  NTS .  

 

F ig .  74 |  Renova ted Basement  P l an  NTS .  

F ig .  75 |  Renova ted Leve l  One P l an  NTS .  
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i i  | T H E  D E S I G N  C O N C E P T  

 

The re -des ign  o f  the K i l b i r n i e  mosque i s  an  exp lo ra t i on  o f  the key resea rch  f i nd i ngs ,  wh i ch  

i nc l udes  the ove r - a r ch i ng  concept  o f  soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  and the cu l t u ra l  

r epos i t i on i ng  o f  the  I s l am ic  woman re fugee upon m ig ra t i on .  As i n t roduced i n  Chapte r  1 .1 ,  

soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  a ims fo r  ensu r i ng  cu l t u r a l  con t i nua t i on ,  wh i l e  s imu l t aneous l y  

a l l ow ing fo r  t r ans fo rmat ion .  I n  add i t i on  to  th i s ,  i t  seeks  to  l im i t  nega t i ve  con f l i c t s  tha t  

can occu r  be tween d i f f e ren t  cu l t u ra l  g roups tha t  a re  o f ten  i n f l uenced by pe rcep t ions  based 

on a  l a ck  o f  know ledge and unde r s tand ing .  Th i s  concept  p l ays  an impo r tan t  ro l e  i n  the  

deve lopment  o f  the des ign  concept .   

 

The repos i t i on i ng  o f  the I s l am ic  woman i n  Weste rn  con tex t s  becomes a  c r i t i c a l  d r i ve r  o f  

the des ign  concept ,  whe re  Weste rne r s  have o f ten pe rce i ved he r  as  be ing opp ressed and 

o r i en ta ted towa rds  the home .  Howeve r ,  a s  s ta ted by Mah fouz and Se rage ld i n  (1990) i n  

Chapte r  1 .4  pa rag raph 3 ,  the I s l am ic  woman i s  becom ing i nc reas i ng l y  more ac t i ve  i n  the 

Weste rn  wo rk fo rce .  Th i s  d i f f e r s  g rea t l y  f rom the Weste rn  op in i on  towa rds  he r ,  wh i ch  i s  

common ly  i n fo rmed by the pe rcep t i on  o f  the ve i l .  Th i s  can be cons ide red as  m i sgu ided ,  as  

the ve i l  i n s tead a l l ows the woman to  be j udged on he r  cha rac te r  and i n te l l e c t  r a the r  than 

he r  phys i ca l  appea rance ,  as  no ted by  Vah i j i  and Had j i y ann i  (2009) i n  Chapte r  1 .5  

pa rag raph 2 .  I t  a l so  ac t s  as  an exp ress i on  and symbo l  o f  i den t i t y  and an empower i ng  

dev i ce ;  and becomes vo lun ta ry  to  wea r  i n  Weste rn  contex t s .   The des ign  the re fo re  seeks  

to  re - i n fo rm the Weste rn  pe rcep t i on  o f  the  I s l am ic  woman th rough empower i ng  the 
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f em in i ne  aspec ts  o f  t r ad i t i ona l  I s l am ic  a r ch i t ec tu re .  The u rban i n teg ra t i on  o f  the mosque 

a l so  p l ays  an impo r tan t  pa r t  i n  the des ign  concept .  I t  seeks  to  c r i t i que the t r ad i t i ona l  

mosque ,  wh i ch  was gene ra l l y  an  i n t rove r ted space ,  and i n s tead a l l ow fo r  a  g rea te r  

i n te rac t i on  be tween the su r round ing  contex t  and the mosque .   

 

The re l a t i onsh ip  be tween the mash rab i yya  and the cu l t u ra l  r epos i t i on i ng  o f  the I s l am ic  

woman re fugee i s  exp lo red as  the most  impo r tan t  des ign  i n f l uence .  The mash rab i yya ,  as  

no ted by Kenza r i  and E l shesh tawy (2003) i n  Chapte r  1 .5  pa rag raph 3 ,  i s  used as  a  gende r  

seg rega t i on  dev i ce  and i s  the re fo re  i n t r i c a te l y  connec ted to  the women and he r  ve i l .  

T rad i t i ona l l y ,  i t  has  been added to  the open ings  o f  bu i l d i ngs ,  the re fo re  imp ly i ng  tha t  i t  i s  

a  removab le  a t tachment  because i t  i s  no t  pa r t  o f  the  s t ruc tu re  o r  the ove ra l l  fo rm .  L i co  

(2001 :30)  unde r s tands tha t  “ the  unde r - r ep resen ta t i on  o f  the  women ’s  body and 

expe r i ence i n  spa t i a l  s t ruc tu res  c rea tes  a  poss ib l e  se t t i ng  fo r  subo rd i na t i on  and 

exp lo i t a t i on .”  The re fo re  the mash rab i yya  i s  c r i t i qued i n  the des ign ,  and i s  t r ans fo rmed 

f rom be ing  mere l y  an a t tachment  to  s ign i f i c an t l y  i n f l uenc i ng  the fo rm and s t ruc tu re .  Th i s  

empowers  the fem in i ne  aspec t  o f  t r ad i t i ona l  I s l am ic  a r ch i t ec tu re ,  wh i ch  re f l e c t s  the 

empowerment  o f  the contempo ra ry  I s l am ic  woman .   
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i i i  | T H E  D E S I G N  P R O C E S S  

 

The des ign  p rocess  o f  the  mosque began as  an ex tens ion  to  the re -des ign  o f  69 Onepu 

Road ,  desc r i bed i n  Chapte r  2 .2 ,  as  many aspec ts  o f  the  house cou ld  be t r ans l a ted i n to  the 

mosque .  The deta i l i ng  o f  the mash rab i yya  was fu r the r  exam ined th rough the New Zea l and 

contex t .  Pa t te rn  was exp lo red th rough the ko ru/ fe rn ,  a  na t i ve  p l an t  to  New Zea l and ,  as  

the mash rab i yya  i s  o f ten  de r i ved f rom fauna based on I s l am ic  p r i n c i p l e s .  To many ,  the ko ru  

i s  cons ide red symbo l i c  o f  new l i f e ,  wh i ch  re f l e c t s  the re fugee commun i ty  who come to New 

Zea l and seek i ng  a  new beg inn i ng .  Fu r the rmore ,  the  use o f  the  ko ru  a r r anged th rough 

I s l am ic  geomet ry  recogn i zes  tha t  re fugees a re  w i l l i ng  to  take on  aspec ts  o f  New Zea l and 

cu l t u re  wh i l e  s imu l t aneous l y  ma in ta i n i ng  e l ements  o f  the i r  pas t  t r ad i t i ons .  The ko ru  was 

exp lo red th rough the go lden sec t i on  and I s l am ic  geomet ry ;  wh i ch  i nvo l ved bas i c  p r i n c i p l e s  

o f  ro ta t i on ,  t r anspos i t i on  and sca l e .  These resu l t ed  i n  a  se r i e s  o f  2-d imens iona l  sc reens ,  

i nd i ca ted i n  F ig s .76 -78 .  The sc reens  we re  fu r the r  exp lo red and abs t r ac ted th rough mu l t i p l e  

2D and 3D geomet r i c  va r i a t i ons  o f  the a rc ,  a s  i l l u s t r a ted i n  F ig s .79 & 80 .   

 

Fo l l ow ing f rom the exp lo r a t i on  o f  the mash rab i yya ,  a  se r i e s  o f  maquet tes  we re  p roduced 

wh i ch  exp lo red o rnamenta t i on  i n  3D fo rm .  A mode l  was cons t ruc ted us i ng  the ko ru  

a r r anged i n  go lden ra t i o  as  i l l u s t r a ted i n  F ig s .80 & 81 .  These we re  p l aced on  two p l anes  

and each a rc  was d i v i ded by a  9 -deg ree ang le .  The two p l anes  we re  chosen  th rough the 

o r i en ta t i on  o f  the s i t e .  One was used as  a  g round p l ane ,  the o the r  i n  the d i r ec t i on  o f  

Mecca .  The po in t s  c rea ted by the 9 -deg ree d i v i s i ons  we re  then l i n ked w i th  th read ,  wh i ch  

 

 

F ig s .76 -80 |  Deve lopment o f  sc reens  th rough 

the geomet r i c  abs t r ac t i on  o f  the ko ru .  
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c rea ted a  3 -d imens iona l  fo rm .  Th i s  mode l  h igh l y  i n f l uenced the concept ion  o f  fo rm w i th i n  

the mosque .   

Pa t te rn  was fu r the r  exp lo red th rough the Sp i rog raph .  Th i s  dev i ce  i s  de r i ved f rom 

mathemat i ca l  p r i n c i p l e s  and c rea tes  pa t te rn  th rough the revo lu t i on o f  a  temp la te  w i th i n  a  

gu ide .  A rec tangu l a r  gu ide  i n  go lden ra t i o  was cons t ruc ted and the temp la tes  used sp i r a l s  

tha t  we re  a l so  cons t ruc ted th rough go lden ra t i o  p ropo r t i ons .  Each revo lu t i on  was reco rded ,  

as  i den t i f i ed  i n  F ig .83 ,  and a  3 -D mode l  was cons t ruc ted (F ig .  84)  wh i ch  i l l u s t r a ted the 

p rocess  o f  each revo lu t i on .  A l though th i s  p rov ided some in te res t i ng  resu l t s ,  i t  was no t  

taken fu r the r  i n to  the des ign  as  the ou tcome became too abs t r ac ted and l acked any 

symbo l i c  I s l am ic  qua l i t i e s .   

 

The concepts  su r round ing  the ea r l i e r  conceptua l  mode l ,  i l l u s t r a ted i n  F ig .  81 & 82 ,  we re  

then app l i ed  to  the deve lopment  o f  the mosque ;  whe re  the de ta i l  w i th i n  the  mash rab i yya 

was used as  a  d r i ve r  fo r  no t  on l y  the deco ra t i on  o f  the sc reen ing ,  bu t  a l so  the ove ra l l  

f o rm .  Th i s  r e fe r s  to  the re -pos i t i on i ng  o f  the I s l am ic  women w i th i n  con tempo ra ry  Weste rn  

soc i e ty ,  a s  i n t roduced i n  the  des ign  concept .  Th i s  was fu r the r  exp lo red th rough compute r  

mode l i ng ,  a s  i l l u s t r a ted i n  F ig s .  85 -92 .  The o rnamenta l  pa t te rn  was fu r the r  abs t r ac ted 

f rom the i n i t i a l  exp lo r a t i ons  i n to  pa t te rn  w i th  the ko ru th rough th i s  p rocess .  To re f l e c t  

gende r  equa l i t y  ye t  the i ndependence o f  the I s l am ic  woman re fugee ,  the fo rm was 

man ipu l a ted as  a  negot i a t i on  be tween the cu rved and the s t r a i gh t  e l ements ;  and a l so  the 

so l i d  and the o rnamented .  The re l a t i onsh ip  be tween these fo rms and the p rog ram was then 

negot i a ted .   

F i g .81 & 82 |  Exp lo ra t i on  o f  the ko ru  

th rough 3D fo rm .  
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F ig .  83 |  Photog raph i c  se r i e s  o f  the  Sp i rog raph mode l  i l l u s t r a t i ng  the pa t te rn  c rea ted by each subsequent  revo lu t i on .  

 

F ig .  84 |  3D conceptua l i z a t i on  o f  the Sp i rog raph se r i e s  i l l u s t r a ted i n  F ig .83 above .  
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F ig s .  85 -92 |  Deve lopment o f  the K i l b i r n i e  Mosque .  F rom Le f t :  I n i t i a l  man ipu l a t i on  o f  fo rm i l l u s t r a t i ng  the go lden - sec t i on  gu ides  i n f l uenced by the 

mode l  i n  F i g s .  80 & 81 ;  deve lopment  o f  fo rm ;  same s tage o f  deve lopment  i l l u s t r a t i ng  cen t ra l  p raye r  space co re ;  cu rved mash rab i yya  component ;  

man ipu l a t i on  o f  cu rved mash rab i yya  component  i n to  fo rm ;  subsequent  app l i c a t i on  o f  th i s  i n to  the mosque ;  fu r the r  deve lopment  o f  the mosque w i th  

i n i t i a l  l andscape des ign ;  fu r the r  deve lopment o f  l andscape and su r round ing  u rban contex t ,  i n c l ud i ng  ch i l d ca re  cen t re .     
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iv | T H E  F I N A L  D E S I G N  O U T C O M E  

T h e  K i l b i r n i e  M o s q u e ,  W e l l i n g t o n  

 

The re -des ign  o f  the K i l b i r n i e  mosque ac t s  as  a  cu l t u r a l  med ium tha t  responds to  the 

concepts  o f  soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y .  I t  maps the sh i f t  i n  cu l t u re  tha t  occu r s  th rough 

the p rocess  o f  m ig ra t i on ,  whe re  the t r ad i t i ona l  mosque i s  cha l l enged th rough both  the ro l e  

o f  the con tempo ra ry  I s l am ic  woman l i v i ng  i n  Weste rn  soc i e t i e s ,  and i t s  u rban app rop r i a t i on  

w i th  the We l l i ng ton con tex t .  Th i s  p rov ides  a  new and contempo ra ry  mosque typo logy .   

 

Spat i a l l y ,  the  mosque d raws i t s  l ayou t  f rom the resea rch  conduc ted on the m ig ran t  home ,  

as  the re  a re  many pe rce i ved pa ra l l e l s  be tween the home and the mosque w i th i n  the 

m ig ran t  con tex t .  Fo r  examp le ,  the  I s l am ic  home i s  cons ide red a  sac red p l ace  whe re  many 

r i t ua l s  a re  pe r fo rmed ,  i n c l ud i ng  p raye r s ,  wh i ch  l i n k s  i t  to  the mosque .  The i n te r i o r  o f  the  

m ig ran t  house ,  as  d i s cussed by Rappo r t  and Dawson (1998) i n  Chapte r  1 .3  pa rag raph 2 ,  

ac t s  as  a  s i t e  o f  cu l t u r a l  con t i nua t i on  tha t  fo rms a  connec t i on  to  a  re fugee ’s  home land 

th rough memory and r i t ua l .  I t ’s  ex te r i o r ,  a s  d i s cussed by Lozanovska (1997) i n  Chapte r  

1 .3  pa rag raph 2 ,  becomes a  s i t e  o f  c ross - cu l t u r a l  negot i a t i on  tha t  can i n f l uence the 

pe rcep t ions  o f  the  hos t  commun i ty  towa rds  the m ig ran t  cu l tu re .  The re fo re ,  the  p raye r  

space ,  as  the i n te r i o r  co re  o f  the bu i l d i ng ,  ma in ta i n s  i t s  t r ad i t i ona l  spa t i a l  concept ion  o f  

gende r  seg rega t i on .  The p raye r  space a l so  uses  the ex i s t i ng  basement  space tha t  can be 

i den t i f i ed  i n  the p l ans  a t  the beg inn i ng  o f  the chap te r  (F ig s .72 -75) .  The su r round ing 

i n te r i o r  spaces  and the s t ree t  edge becomes the bounda ry  o f  the commun i t i e s ,  and ac ts  as  
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a s i t e  o f  i n te rac t i on .  The o rnamenta l  and pe r fo ra ted façade a l l ows fo r  pub l i c  v i ews i n s i de ,  

wh i ch  cha l l enges the t r ad i t i ona l  i n t rove r ted na tu re  o f  the mosque .   

 

The re -des ign  o f  the K i l b i r n i e  mosque i s  a  commun i ty  f ac i l i t y  tha t  p rog rammat i ca l l y  

suppo r t s  the needs o f  I s l am ic  re fugees and the contempo ra ry  ro l e  o f  the  I s l am ic  woman .  I t  

cons i s t s  o f  gende r  seg rega ted p raye r  & ab lu t i on  spaces ,  ch i l d ca re  f ac i l i t i e s ,  mu l t i - pu rpose 

space ,  c l a s s room ,  o f f i c e  and to i l e t s ,  i nd i c a ted i n  F ig s .93 -95 .  As i n t roduced ea r l i e r ,  I s l am ic  

women we re  t r ad i t i ona l l y  o r i en ta ted towa rds  the home and we re  ab le  to  l ook  a f te r  the i r  

ch i l d ren .  I n  con tempo ra ry  soc i e ty  howeve r ,  these i nc reas i ng l y  i ndependent  women a re  now 

becom ing pa r t  o f  the wo rk fo rce  and a re  unab le  to  ca re  fo r  the i r  ch i l d r en  du r i ng  the day ,  

as  i nd i c a ted by Mah fouz and Se rage ld i n  (1990) i n  Chapte r  1 .4 ,  pa rag raph 3 .  The re fo re ,  the 

mosque p rov ides  ch i l d ca re  f ac i l i t i e s  tha t  a l l ows the woman to  wo rk  and a l so  he lp s  he r  

ch i l d ren  to  i n te rac t  w i th  the w ide r  We l l i ng ton commun i ty .  Fu r the rmore ,  the  c l a s s room 

space responds to  the needs o f  m ig ran ts  and re fugees ,  who must  o f ten  l ea rn  Eng l i s h  and 

the way o f  l i f e  i n  New Zea l and .  

 

The re -des ign  o f  the mosque cha l l enges i t s  t r ad i t i ona l  concept i on  th rough i t s  i n te rac t i on  

w i th  the su r round ing u rban con tex t .  Whe re  the t r ad i t i ona l  mosque was an i n t rove r ted 

space ,  the re -des ign  cha l l enges th i s  and a l l ows pub l i c  access  th rough the s i t e ,  and v i ews 

i n to  the i n te r i o r  spaces  th rough the pe r fo ra ted facade .  Th i s  a l l ows fo r  a  more  po rous  

bounda ry  be tween the I s l am ic  commun i ty  and the w ide r  We l l i ng ton contex t  wh i ch  he lp s  to  

gene ra te  a  more  pos i t i ve  and open pe rcep t i on  o f  I s l am .  The  ex i s t i ng  s i t e ,  a s  ana l yzed i n  

Chapte r  2 .1 ,  i s  s i t ua ted i n  a  l i gh t  i ndus t r i a l  and commerc i a l  b l ock  o f  K i l b i r n i e .  I t s  
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p rox im i ty  to  the She l l  Pe t ro l  S ta t i on  to  the no r th  o f  the mosque demeans i t s  s i gn i f i c ance 

as  a  re l i g i ous  bu i l d i ng .  The re fo re ,  th i s  s i t e  i s  r edeve loped as  pa r t  o f  scheme .  Cu r ren t l y ,  

the pe t ro l  s ta t i on  ac ts  as  a  hub o f  the commun i ty ,  and th i s  no t i on  i s  r e ta i ned i n  the 

redeve lopment .  The ch i l d ca re  cen t re  rep l aces  the ex i s t i ng  pe t ro l  s ta t i on  s i t e ,  a s  i t  i s  a  

commun i ty  bu i l d i ng  tha t  no t  on l y  i n te rac t s  w i th  the w ide r  commun i ty  bu t  a l so  ho ld s  a  

more sens i t i ve  re l a t i onsh ip  to  the mosque .  The ex i s t i ng  mosque occup ie s  the back  edge o f  

the s i t e ,  wh i ch  i s  r e ta i ned i n  the redeve lopment  as  i t  ho ld s  a  l e s s  p rom inen t  u rban 

pos i t i on  bu t  i s  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  f rom the su r round ing contex t .  Th i s  r e sponds to  the impo r tance 

o f  ma in ta i n i ng  a  sens i t i ve  u rban app rop r i a t i on  i n  Weste rn  contex t s ,  a s  add ressed i n  the 

New Yo rk  Mosque Case S tudy i n  Chapte r  1 .5 .  Landscap ing ,  i n c l ud i ng  t rees ,  g rass ,  sh rubs  

and re f l e c t i on  poo l s ,  become an impo r tan t  pa r t  o f  the re -deve lopment  o f  the s i t e .  Th i s  

i n c reases  the qua l i t y  o f  the  su r round ing  env i ronment ,  whe re  the cu r ren t  s i t e  i s  l a ck i ng  i n  

any na tu ra l  f ea tu res .  Landscap ing and wate r  fea tu res  we re  a l so  an i n teg ra l  pa r t  o f  many 

t r ad i t i ona l  mosques .   

 

By negot i a t i ng  the ove ra l l  des ign  th rough the o rnamenta l  de ta i l i ng  o f  the mash rab i yya ,  as  

ou t l i n ed i n  the des ign  concept ,  th i s  r e i n te rp re t s  the mosque i n to  a  con tempo ra ry  fo rm 

tha t  responds to  the chang ing ro l e  o f  the I s l am ic  woman re fugee .  As s ta ted i n  Chapte r  

1 .5 ,  the mash rab i yya  i s  t r ad i t i ona l l y  no t  on l y  a  gende r  seg rega t i on  dev i ce  bu t  a l so  a  

c l imat i c  mode ra to r .  As the We l l i ng ton c l imate  i s  s i gn i f i c an t l y  d i f f e ren t  to  many I s l am ic  

count r i e s ,  the  c l imat i c  func t i on  o f  the  mash rab i yya was renegot i a ted th rough the des ign .  I t  

ma in ta i n s  i t s  t r ad i t i ona l  pe r fo ra t i ons  bu t  the use o f  a  g l a s s  cu r ta i n  wa l l  benea th  the 

o rnamented s t ruc tu re  p rov ides  fo r  env i r onmenta l  she l t e r .  Th i s  cu r ta i n  wa l l  has  ad ju s tab l e  
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l o uve r s  tha t  can be used when necessa ry  to  a l l ow fo r  ven t i l a t i on .  W i th i n  the co lde r  

We l l i ng ton env i ronment ,  the  sca l e  and shape o f  the pe r fo ra t i ons  a l l ow more sun l i gh t  i n to  

the space ,  wh i l e  s imu l t aneous l y  p reven t i ng  ove r -hea t i ng .  The mash rab i yya ’s  mate r i a l i t y  a l so  

unde rgoes change th rough mode rn  techno logy and i t s  Weste rn  con tex t .  T rad i t i ona l l y ,  a s  

ou t l i n ed i n  Chapte r  1 .5  pa rag raph 4 ,  mash rab i yya ’s  we re  hand -cons t ruc ted f rom e i the r  

wood o r  s tone ;  howeve r ,  th i s  i s  un respons i ve  to  mode rn  cons t ruc t i on  techno log i e s  and 

mate r i a l s .  The re fo re ,  the mash rab i yya  i s  cons t ruc ted o f  a  sem i - t r ans l ucen t  f i b re  re i n fo r ced 

p l a s t i c .  Th i s  mate r i a l  a l so  p rov ides  a  more comp lex  i n te rac t i on  be tween l i gh t  and shade ,  

and du r i ng  the n igh t  w i l l  become i l l um ina ted .   

 

The o rnamented s t ruc tu ra l  e l ements  o f  the mosque a re  i n te rwoven w i th  the so l i d  fo rm o f  

the conc re te  s t ruc tu re .  These two e l ements  a re  i den t i f i ed  as  bo th the fem in i ne  and 

mascu l i ne  e l ements  o f  the mosque respec t i ve l y .  The negot i a t i on  be tween the two maps the 

contempo ra ry  re l a t i onsh ip  be tween the I s l am ic  man and woman ,  whe re  the ve i l ,  o r  

mash rab i yya ,  i s  cons ide red a  c r i t i c a l  pa r t  o f  I s l am ic  i den t i t y .  The cu rved e l ement  i s  

de ta i l ed  so tha t  i t  s tands sepa ra te l y  f rom the mascu l i ne  s t ruc tu re ,  wh i ch  re f l e c t s  the 

i nc reas i ng  i ndependence o f  the I s l am ic  woman re fugee .  The so l i d a r i t y  o f  the conc re te  

s t ruc tu re  a l so  a l l ows fo r  a  sense o f  pe rmanence i n  re l a t i on  to  the contex t  o f  the  re fugee .  

 

The m ina re t  w i th i n  the des ign  unde rgoes a  s i gn i f i c an t  t r ans fo rmat ion  i n  the We l l i ng ton 

contex t .  The m ina re t  i s  t r ad i t i ona l l y  used as  a  towe r  whe re  the ca l l  to  p raye r  i s  

announced ,  whe re  the a rch i t ec tu ra l  fo rm i s  g rea t l y  i n f l uenced by the s ta i r s  o r  r amps 

l ead ing  to  the top .  I n  Weste rn  con tex ts ;  howeve r ,  the  ca l l  to  p raye r  i s  no t  used wh i ch  
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cha l l enges i t s  t r ad i t i ona l  concept ion .  The des ign  the re fo re  re - conceptua l i ze s  the m ina re t  as  

a  scu lp tu ra l  e l ement  tha t  ac t s  as  a  v i sua l  symbo l  o f  the  mosque .  I t s  fo rm i s  de r i ved f rom 

the o rnamenta t i on  o f  the  mash rab i yya and ,  l i k e  t r ad i t i ona l  m ina re t s ,  i s  o r i en ta ted towa rds  

Mecca .  I t s  pos i t i on  re ta i n s  i t s  o r i g i na l  l o ca t i on  on the l i nea r  ax i s  o f  Bay Road ,  wh i ch  i s  a  

heav i l y  popu l a ted re ta i l  s t r ee t .  Th i s  ac t s  as  the mosques most  dom inan t  i n te rac t i on  w i th  

the u rban cen t re  o f  K i l b i r n i e ,  whe re  i t  i s  a  sub t l e  ye t  respec t fu l  acknow ledgement  o f  the 

mosque w i th i n  the su r round ing con tex t .   
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F ig .93 |  Leve l  One N .T .S  

 

1 .  Ch i l d ca re  Space 

2 .  Ex te r i o r  P l ay  A rea  

3 .  Ma le  To i l e t s  

4 .  Fema le  To i l e t s  

5 .  S to rage/K i t chen  

6 .  Ca rpa rk i ng  

7 .  Men ’s  Ab lu t i on  

8 .  Men ’s  P raye r  Space  
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F ig .94 |  Leve l  Two N .T .S .  

 

9 .  En t r ance Foye r  

10 .  Fema le  To i l e t s  

11 .  Ma le  To i l e t s  

12 .  C l a s s room 

13 .  Mu l t i - pu rpose Space 

14 .  Women ’s  Ab lu t i ons  

15 .Women ’s  P raye r  Space  

16 .  Ex te r i o r  Cou r tya rd  

17 .  M ina re t  
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F ig .95 |  Leve l  Th ree N .T .S .  

 

18 .  O f f i c e  
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F ig .96 |  Photog raph o f  mode l ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  ove ra l l  des ign .  
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F ig s .  97 -100 |  Photog raphs o f  mode l .  F rom Le f t :  Sec t i on  th rough P raye r  Space ;  V iew f rom South -West  Co rne r ;  Sec t i on  th rough Mode l ;  V iew f rom No r th -

West  Co rne r .  
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F ig .  101 |  C lose -up o f  Mosque ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  roo f  fo rm .  
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F ig .  102 |  V iew towa rds  the Mosque f rom the co rne r  o f  Queen ’s  D r i ve  and Cout t s  S t ree t .  
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F ig .  103 |  Ex te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ve  o f  En t rance f rom Queen ’s  D r i ve .  
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F ig s .104 -106 |  Ex te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ves .  F rom Le f t :  South Cou r tya rd  Space ;  M ina re t ;  V iew in to  Ch i l d ca re  Cent re .  
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F ig .  107 |  Ex te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ve  o f  the Weste rn  Fa çade .  
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F ig s .  108 -110 |  I n te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ves .  F rom Le f t :  Mu l t i pu rpose Space ;  V iew ascend ing s ta i r s  

f rom men ’s  p raye r  space ;  En t r ance Foye r .  
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F ig .  111 |  Sec t ion  B -B th rough Mu l t i - Pu rpose space and o f f i c e .  
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F ig .  112 |  Sec t ion  A -A th rough P raye r  Space and Mu l t i - Pu rpose Space .  
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F ig s .  113 -115 |  I n te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ves .  F rom Le f t :  V iew w i th i n  P raye r  Space f rom Lower  

Leve l ;  V i ew w i th i n  P raye r  Space f rom Women ’s  A rea ;  V iew w i th i n  Women ’s  Ab lu t i on  Space .   
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F ig .  116 |  Photog raph o f  sc reen de ta i l i ng ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  sem i - t r ans l ucen t  mate r i a l i t y .  

 



155   



D I S C U S S I O N  &  C O N C L U S I O N S  | 
 

156  

D I S C U S S I O N  &  C O N C L U S I O N S  

 

Th i s  thes i s  se t  ou t  to  unde r s tand the ro l e  tha t  a r ch i t ec tu re  cou ld  p l ay  i n  the soc io -

cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  o f  I s l am ic  women re fugees .  As i n t roduced ea r l i e r ,  t h i s  i s  essen t i a l l y  

conce rned w i th  ma in ta i n i ng  cu l t u ra l  t r ad i t i ons  wh i l e  s imu l t aneous l y  a l l ow ing fo r  change ,  and 

dec reas i ng  con f l i c t  assoc i a ted w i th  m i spe rcep t i ons  be tween e thn i c  g roups .  Th i s  was 

exp lo red th rough two a rch i t ec tu ra l  t ypo log i e s  tha t  have a  s ign i f i c an t  re l a t i onsh ip  to  the 

I s l am ic  woman re fugee –  the house and the mosque .  A l though the resea rch  focused 

p redom inan t l y  on the house i t  was found tha t  the mosque ,  as  the most  dom inan t  

a r ch i t ec tu ra l  symbo l  o f  I s l am ic  i den t i t y  i n  We l l i ng ton ,  he ld  the g rea te r  au tho r i t y  to  

i n f l uence the pe rcep t i ons  towa rds  the commun i ty .  The mosque was ab le  to  take on many 

e l ements  o f  the home ,  such as  the ro l e  o f  the i n te r i o r  a s  ma in ta i n i ng  cu l t u ra l  con t i nua t i on ,  

and the ex te r i o r  as  a  s i t e  o f  pe rcep t i on  and negot i a t i on  be tween cu l tu res .  The house 

p rov ided more l im i ted  des ign  ou tcomes due to  the res t r i c t i o ns  imposed by HNZC and the 

re fugee hous i ng  p rocess .  The house was a l so  found to  ex i s t  more  as  a  symbo l  o f  an  

i nd i v i dua l  r a the r  than o f  a  cu l tu r a l  g roup ,  the re fo re  i t  he ld  l e s s  i n f l uence ove r  the 

pe rcep t ions  towa rds  the I s l am ic  commun i ty  compa red to  the mosque .  The impac t  o f  these 

negat i ve  pe rcep t i ons  towa rds  m ig ran t  cu l tu res  was found to  have a  s ign i f i c an t  impac t  on 

the rese t t l ement  p rocess ,  the re fo re  th i s  was c r i t i c a l  to  add ress  th rough the des ign .    

 

The resea rch  uncove red tha t  hous i ng  fo r  r ecen t l y  a r r i ved re fugees i s  l a rge l y  gove rned by 

Hous i ng New Zea l and (HNZC) ,  who p re fe rab l y  p l aces  them in  s ta te  p rope r t i e s  bu t  due to  a  

l a ck  o f  ava i l ab i l i t y  o f ten p l aces  them in  p r i v a te  ren ta l  p rope r t i e s .  These houses  a re  
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gene ra l l y  des igned fo r  the ave rage New Zea l and f am i l y ,  and a re  un respons i ve  to  the un ique 

soc io - cu l t u r a l  r equ i r ements  o f  the I s l am ic  woman .  Th i s  i s  typ i ca l l y  due to  the i r  t r ad i t i ona l  

need fo r  p r i v acy  and gende r  seg rega t i on .  The i r  open p l an  l ayou ts  fo rce  these women to 

wea r  the ve i l  w i th i n  the house ,  whe re  th i s  space was t r ad i t i ona l l y  des igned to  a l l ow fo r  

the remova l  o f  the ve i l .  The re fo re ,  these homes we re  found to  negat i ve l y  impac t  the i r  

r e se t t l ement  p rocess ,  a s  they d id  no t  suppo r t  the i r  cu l t u r a l  r equ i r ements .  Due to  the 

l im i t a t i ons  imposed by HNZC ,  the  re fugee hous i ng  p rocess ,  f i n anc i a l  imp l i c a t i ons  and the 

s i ze  o f  the I s l am ic  commun i ty  i n  We l l i ng ton ;  p rov id i ng  Des ign  Gu ide l i nes  fo r  the spec i f i c  

needs o f  the  I s l am ic  Woman was the most  feas ib l e  so l u t i on .  As i nd i ca ted i n  the  des ign  

case s tudy ,  r emovab le  sc reen ing  tha t  cou ld  be i n s ta l l ed  i n to  ex i s t i ng  p rope r t i e s  to  he lp  

ma in ta i n  p r i v acy and gende r  seg rega t i on  was one so l u t i on  tha t  cou ld  be used .  The re fo re ,  

th i s  p rov ides  a  p rac t i c a l  ou tcome tha t  cou ld  be used by HNZC and des igne r s  to  he lp  to  

imp rove hous i ng  cond i t i ons  fo r  th i s  commun i ty .   

 

The K i l b i r n i e  Mosque ,  as  a  cu l tu r a l  med ium tha t  can he lp  i n f l uence the Weste rn  pe rcep t ions  

towa rds  I s l am ,  became the more dom inan t  des ign  case s tudy .  The an th ropo log i ca l  

i nves t i ga t i on  conduc ted i n  Chap te r  1 .4  uncove red tha t  the pe rcep t i ons  towa rds  the I s l am ic  

commun i ty  we re  o f ten based on the f r equent l y  negat i ve  po r t r aya l  o f  the g roup by the 

med i a .  A l though no t  necessa r i l y  i n ten t i ona l ,  th i s  po r t r aya l  f a i l s  to  recogn i ze  the ma jo r i t y  

o f  the g roup who rema in  peace fu l  and w i l l i ng  to  embrace aspec ts  o f  the i r  hos t  commun i ty .  

The con tempo ra ry  repos i t i on i ng  o f  t r ad i t i ona l  I s l am ic  gende r  ro l e s ,  a s  fu r the r  i den t i f i ed  i n  

Chapte r  1 .4 ,  p rov ided a  c r i t i que to  the concept i on  o f  the t r ad i t i ona l  mosque wh i ch  usua l l y  

r e f l e c t s  t r ad i t i ona l  gende r  ro l e s  i n  i t s  des ign .  Th i s  chap te r  a l so  add ressed the need fo r  
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r educed con f ron ta t i ons  be tween cu l tu res ,  a s  re fugees we re  found to  not  on l y  expe r i ence 

t r auma i n  the i r  home land bu t  a l so  i n  the i r  hos t  commun i ty ,  wh i ch  g rea t l y  i n f l uences  the i r  

r e se t t l ement  p rocess .  The re fo re ,  th i s  fu r the r  de te rm ined the impo r tance o f  the  mosque as  

a  cu l tu r a l  med ium tha t  can he lp  i n f l uence the pe rcep t ions  towa rds  th i s  g roup ;  as  a  

re fugee ’s  i n te rac t i ons  w i th  the w ide r  commun i ty  can s ign i f i c an t l y  a f fec t  the i r  r e - se t t l ement  

p rocess .  I t  can  be conc luded tha t  re l i g i ous  and commun i ty  spaces ,  r a the r  than hous i ng ,  

o f fe r  g rea te r  po ten t i a l  to  add ress  the w ide r  conce rns  o f  soc io - cu l t u r a l  sus ta i nab i l i t y  w i th i n  

the con tex t  o f  the re fugee .  

 

Th rough resea rch  i n to  both  con tempo ra ry  and t r ad i t i ona l  I s l am ic  a r ch i t ec tu re  i n  Chapte r  

1 .5 ,  i t  was uncove red tha t  the not i on  o f  the  ve i l  cou ld  be found w i th i n  the  a rch i t ec tu ra l  

sc reen ing  dev i ce ,  the  mash rab i yya .  Th i s  was found to  have a  d i r ec t  re l a t i onsh ip  to  the 

ve i l ,  t he  woman ,  and he r  need fo r  p r i v acy ;  and i t s  pa t te rn i ng  was found to  re l a te  to  the 

key p r i n c i p l e s  o f  I s l am ic  a r t .  The mash rab i yya was the re fo re  used as  the key des ign  d r i ve r  

o f  the K i l b i r n i e  mosque ,  whe re  i t  was c r i t i qued i n  re l a t i on  to  the repos i t i on i ng  o f  the  

I s l am ic  woman i n  m ig ran t  con tex ts .  I t s  ro l e  w i th i n  a r ch i t ec tu re  the re fo re  sh i f t ed  f rom 

be ing an a t tachment  to becom ing a  key s t ruc tu ra l  e l ement  and a  d r i ve r  o f  the ove ra l l  fo rm 

o f  the mosque .  The mash rab i yya ,  wh i ch  can be cons ide red as  a  fem in i ne  a r t i f a c t  o f  

t r ad i t i ona l  I s l am ic  a r ch i t ec tu re ,  was negot i a ted a longs ide  the mascu l i n i t y  o f  the conc re te  

f r ame ,  whe re  the i r  r e l a t i onsh ip  ma rks  the con tempo ra ry  pos i t i on  o f  I s l am ic  gende r  re l a t i ons  

w i th i n  m ig ran t  con tex t s .  The re fo re ,  the des ign  p rov ides  a  new in te rp re ta t i on  o f  the 

mosque tha t  cha l l enges i t s  t r ad i t i ona l  concept ion  and subsequent l y  the pe rcep t ions  

towa rds  the I s l am ic  commun i ty .  I t  can be conc l uded tha t  the re  ex i s t s  many pa ra l l e l s  
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between a rch i t ec tu re  and cu l tu re ,  and the re fo re  a r ch i t ec tu re  can success fu l l y  ac t  as  a  

med ium tha t  can both  i n f l uence and re f l e c t  change .  

 

By deve lop i ng  the resea rch  th rough the an th ropo log i ca l  pe r spec t i ve ,  th i s  he lped to  i n fo rm 

how a rch i t ec tu re  cou ld  ac t  as  a  cu l t u ra l  med ium in  the con tex t  o f  the I s l am ic  woman 

re fugee .  Th i s  imp l i e s  tha t  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  r e sea rch  tha t  i nves t i ga tes  an th ropo logy as a  means 

to  i n f l uence des ign  cou ld  p l ay  a  g rea te r  ro l e  i n  con tempo ra ry  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  d i s cou r se ,  a s  i t  

p rov ides  a  c lo se r  r e l a t i onsh ip  be tween a rch i t ec tu re  and i t s  su r round ing cu l t u r a l  con tex t .  

The resea rch  focused p redom inan t l y  on the  I s l am ic  woman re fugee and he r  pos i t i on  w i th i n  

Weste rn  contex t s .  To some deg ree th i s  neg lec ted he r  con tempo ra ry  re l a t i onsh ip  to  the 

I s l am ic  man ,  wh i ch  cou ld  be i nves t i ga ted th rough fu tu re  resea rch  to  ga i n  a  r i che r  

unde r s tand ing  o f  the re l a t i onsh ip  be tween gende r s  w i th i n  I s l am ic  commun i t i e s  and how th i s  

i n f l uences  a rch i t ec tu re .  The re fo re  the Hous i ng  Des ign  Gu ide l i nes  fo r  I s l am ic  Women wou ld  

need to  be fu r the r  i nves t i ga ted th rough the needs o f  the  I s l am ic  man i n  o rde r  to  ga i n  a  

more ho l i s t i c  mode l .  Add i t i ona l l y ,  a s  these gu ide l i nes  a re  a  re sea rched p roposa l  fo r  the  

adapta t i on  o f  the house ,  ac tua l  tes t i ng  on s i t e  and use r  feedback wou ld  he lp  es tab l i s h  

them as  a  re l evan t  and wo rkab l e  so l u t i on  fo r  HNZC .    



D I S C U S S I O N  &  C O N C L U S I O N S  | 
 

160  



161   



B I B L I O G R A P H Y  |  
 

162  

B I B L I O G R A P H Y   

R E F E R E N C E D  S O U R C E S  

 

 

Age r ,  A . ,  & S t rang ,  A .  (2004) .  The Expe r i ence o f  I n teg ra t i on :  A Qua l i t a t i ve  S tudy o f  

Re fugee I n teg ra t i on  i n  the Loca l  Commun i t i e s  o f  Po l l o k shaws and I s l i ng ton .  London :  

Home Of f i ce .  

 

A rmst rong ,  H .  B .  (2002) .  Landscapes o f  Hope :  M ig ran t  Spaces on the Ma rg i n s .  I n  S .  Akkach 

(Ed . ) ,  De-P l ac i ng  D i f f e rence :  A rch i t ec tu re ,  Cu l tu re ,  and Imag ina t i ve  Geog raph i e s  

(pp .  203 -215) .  Ade l a i de :  The Cent re  o f  As i an  and M idd l e  Eas te rn  A rch i t ec tu re ,  The 

Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ade l a i de .  

 

A roche ,  J . ,  & Coe l l o . ,  M .  (2004) .  E thno -Cu l tu r a l  Cons ide ra t i ons  i n  the T rea tment  o f  

Re fugees and Asy lum Seeke r s .  I n  J . P .  W i l son  and B .  D rozdek (eds . ) ,  Broken Sp i r i t s :  

The T rea tment  o f  T raumat i zed Asy lum Seeke r s ,  Re fugees ,  War  and To r tu re  V i c t ims  

(pp .53 -80) .  New Yo rk :  B runne r  -  Rout l edge .   

 

Bousquet ,  G .  (1987) .  L i v i ng  i n  a  S ta te  o f  L imbo :  A Case S tudy o f  V ie tnamese Re fugees i n  

Hong Kong Camps .  I n  S .  Mo rgan and E .  Co l son (Eds . ) ,  Peop le  i n  Upheava l  (pp .34 -

53) .  New Yo rk :  Cen t re  fo r  M ig ra t i on  S tud i e s .   

 

Busch ,  A .  (1999) .  Geog raphy o f  Home :  Wr i t i ngs  on Whe re  We L i ve .  New Yo rk :  P r i n ce ton .  

 

Ca i r n s ,  S .  (2004) .  D r i f t i ng .  I n  S .  Ca i r n s  (Ed . ) ,  Dr i f t i ng :  M ig rancy and A rch i t ec tu re  (pp .  17 -

47) .  London :  Rout l edge .  

 

Cas im i ro ,  S . ,  Hancock ,  P . ,  & No r thco te ,  J .  (2007) .  I so l a t i on  and I n secu r i t y :  Rese t t l ement  

I s sues  Among Mus l im Re fugee Women i n  Pe r th ,  Weste rn  Aus t r a l i a .  Aust ra l i an  

Jou rna l  o f  Soc i a l  I s sues ,  42 (1 ) ,  55 -71 .  



163   

 

Ch iu ,  R .  (2004) .  Soc io -Cu l tu r a l  Sus ta i nab i l i t y  o f  Hous i ng :  A Conceptua l  Exp lo ra t i on .  

Hous ing ,  Theo ry  and Soc i e ty ,  21 (2 ) ,  65 -76 .  

 

Coope r ,  C .  (1974) .  The House as  Symbo l  o f  the Se l f .  I n  Lang .  J . ,  Bu rne t te ,  C . ,  & 

Mo le sk i .W . ,  (Eds . ) .  Des ign i ng fo r  Human Behav iou r :  A rch i t ec tu re  and the Behav io r a l  

Sc i ences .  S t roudsbu rg ,  PA :  Dowden ,  Hutch in son & Ross .  

 

Depa r tment  o f  Labou r .  (2009) Long -Te rm Set t l ement  fo r  Re fugees :  4 .  Themes Emerg ing  

f rom the Resea rch .  Re t r i eved 18 .03 .2010 ,  f rom 

        h t tp : //www.do l . gov t . nz/pub l i c a t i ons/ resea rch/ab l t s r /ab l t s r -1 -9 . a sp 

 

E l i ade ,  M .  (1959) .  The Sac red and the P ro fane :  The Natu re  o f  Re l i g i on .  New Yo rk :  Ha rcou r t  

B ruce Jovanov i ch  I nc .   

 

E l  Gu ind i ,  F .  (1999) .  Ve i l :  Modes ty ,  P r i v acy ,  and Res i s t ance .  Ox fo rd  UK :  Be rg  Pub l i s h i ng .  

 

Gangu ly ,  K .  (1997) .  M ig ran t  I den t i t i e s :  Pe r sona l  Memory and the Cons t ruc t i on  o f  Se l f hood .  

Cu l tu ra l  S tud i e s ,  6 (1 ) ,  27 -50 .  

 

Ge ron ,  A .  (2010) .  The Mash rab i yya House :  Res iden t i a l  House w i th  Commerc i a l  and S tud io .  

Re t r i eved 21 .05 .2010 ,  f rom ht tp : //eu ropaconco r s i . com/p ro jec t s/18116 -The -

Mash rab i ya -House 

 

Ghat tas ,  R .  (1999) .  Pe rmanent  Tempora r i ness :  Pa l e s t i n i an  Re fugee Hous i ng .  I n  S .  Akkach ,  

S .  Fung & P .  Sc r i ve r  (Eds . ) ,  Se l f ,  P l a ce  and Imag ina t i on :  C ross  Cu l tu r a l  Th i nk i ng  i n  

A rch i t ec tu re .  (pp .  18 -25) .  Ade l a i de :  Cen t re  fo r  As i an  & M idd l e  Eas te rn  

A rch i t ec tu re ,  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Ade l a i de .   

 

Had j i y ann i ,  T .  P .  (2009) .  Sac red P l aces :  Cu l tu r a l l y  Sens i t i ve  Hous i ng Des igns  fo r  Hmong 



B I B L I O G R A P H Y  |  
 

164  

and Soma l i  Re fugees .  Jou rna l  o f  Fam i l y  and Consumer  Sc i ences ,  101 (1 ) ,  30 .  

 

Ha l ango ,  A .  (2007) .  The Hous i ng  Expe r i ences  o f  the Auck l and Soma l i  Popu l a t i on  and the i r  

Impac t  on the Rese t t l ement  P rocess .  Unpub l i s hed Mas te r s  o f  A r t s  (MA) Hea l th  

Se rv i ces  thes i s ,  Auck l and Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Techno logy ,  Auck l and .  

 

Ho lod ,  R . ,  & Khan ,  H .  (1997) .  The Mosque and The Mode rn  Wor ld :  A rch i t ec t s ,  Pa t rons  and     

Des igns  s i nce  the 1950 ’s .  London :  Thames & Hudson .  

 

Hous i ng New Zea l and .  (2004) .  Pac i f i c  Hous i ng  Des ign  Gu ide .  Re t r i eved 25 .05 .2010 f rom 

www.hnzc . co .nz/hnzc/web/hous i ng - imp rovements -& -deve lopment/p rope r ty -

imp rovement/des ign -gu ide l i nes . h tm 

 

I ng raham ,  C .  (2004) .  A rch i t ec tu re  as  Ev idence .  I n  S .  Ca i r n s  (Ed . ) ,  Dr i f t i ng :     

             A rch i t ec tu re  and M ig rancy  (pp .  61 -81) .  London :  Rou t l edge .  

 

Jo rden ,  S . ,  Matheson ,  K . ,  & An i sman ,  H .  (2009) .  Suppo r t i ve  and Unsuppo r t i ve  Soc i a l  

I n te rac t i ons  i n  Re l a t i on  to  Cu l tu ra l  Adapta t i on  and Psycho log i ca l  D i s t r e ss  Among 

Soma l i  Re fugees Exposed to  Co l l e c t i ve  o r  Pe r sona l  T raumas .  Jou rna l  o f  C ross -

Cu l tu r a l  P sycho logy ,  40 (5 ) ,  853 -874 .  

 

Kenza r i ,  B . ,  & E l shesh tawy ,  Y .  (2003) .  The Amb iguous Ve i l .  On T ranspa rency ,  the 

Mash rab i yya ,  and A rch i t ec tu re .  Jou rna l  o f  A rch i t ec tu ra l  Educa t i on ,  56 (4 ) ,  17 -25 .  

 

L i co ,  G R .  A rch i t ec tu re  and Sexua l i t y :  The Po l i t i c s  o f  Gende red Space .  Human i t i e s  D i l iman 

Janua ry - June 2001 .  2 :1 ,  30-44 .  

 

Lozanovska ,  M .  (1997) .  Ab jec t i on  and A rch i t ec tu re :  The M ig ran t  House i n  Mu l t i cu l t u r a l  

Aus t r a l i a .  I n  G .  Na lban tog lu  & W . Tha i  (Eds . )  Pos tco lon i a l  Space  (pp .  101 -131) .  

New Yo rk :  P r i n ce ton A rch i t ec tu ra l  P ress .   



165   

 

Mah fouz ,  A . ,  & Se rage ld i n ,  I .  (1990) .  Women and Space i n  Mus l im Soc i e t i e s .  I n  H .  Sa l am 

(Ed . ) ,  Exp ress ions  o f  I s l am in  Bu i l d i ngs  (pp .  54 -79) .  S i ngapo re :  Concept  Med i a/Aga 

Kahn Award  fo r  A rch i t ec tu re .  

 

Ma r r anc i ,  G .  (2007) .  M ig ra t i on  and the Cons t ruc t i on  o f  Mus l im Women ' s  I den t i t y  i n  

No r the rn  I r e l and .  I n  C .  A i th i son ,  P .  Hopk in s  & M . -P .  Kwan (Eds . ) ,  Geog raph ie s  o f  

Mus l im Iden t i t i e s :  D i a spo ra ,  Gende r  and Be long ing  (pp .  79 -92) .  Hampsh i r e ,  Eng l and :  

Ashgate  Pub l i s h i ng .  

 

Mazumda r ,  S . ,  & Mazumda r ,  S .  (2004) .  The A r t i cu l a t i on  o f  Re l i g i on  i n  Domest i c  Space :  

R i t ua l s  i n  the Imm ig ran t  Mus l im Home .  I n  P .  J .  S tewa r t  & A .  S t r a the rn  (Eds . ) ,  

Contes t i ng  R i tua l s :  I s l am and P rac t i ces  o f  I den t i t y -Mak ing  (pp .  22 -39)  Du rham ,  NC :  

Ca ro l i n a  Academ ic  P ress .  

 

McAu l i f f e ,  C .  (2007) .  V i s i b l e  M ino r i t i e s :  Cons t ruc t i ng  and Decons t ruc t i ng  the 'Mus l im 

I r an i an '  D i a spo ra .  I n  C .  A i t ch i son ,  P .  Hopk in s  & M .P .  Kwan (Eds . ) ,  Geog raph ie s  o f  

Mus l im Iden t i t i e s :  D i a spo ra ,  Gende r  and Be long ing  (pp .  29 -56) .  Hampsh i r e ,  Eng l and :  

Ashgate .  

 

New Zea l and Imm ig ra t i on  Se rv i ce  (2004) .  Re fugee Vo i ces :  A Jou rney Towa rds  Rese t t l ement .  

Re t r i eved 19 .03 .2010 f rom 

ht tp : //www. imm ig ra t i on .gov t . nz/m ig ran t/gene ra l /gene ra l i n fo rmat ion/ resea rch/Re fug

ees/ re fugeevo i ces/  

 

Ozak i ,  R .  (2002) .  Hous i ng  as  a  Re f l e c t i on  o f  Cu l tu re :  P r i v a t i sed  L i v i ng  and P r i v acy i n  

Eng l and and Japan .  Hous ing S tud ie s ,  17 (2 ) ,  209 -227 .  

 



B I B L I O G R A P H Y  |  
 

166  

Peckham ,  D . ,  Wa l l a ce ,  E . ,  W i l by ,  C . ,  & Nobe l ,  J .  (2004) .  The Impac t  o f  Home Of f i ce  Funded 

Se rv i ces  fo r  Re fugees :  F i nd i ngs  f rom an Exp lo r a to ry  Su rvey o f  C l i en t s .  London :  

Home Of f i ce .  

 

Rapopo r t ,  A .  (1969) .  House fo rm and cu l tu re .  Eng l ewood C l i f f s ,  N . J :  P ren t i ce -ha l l   

 

Rapopo r t ,  A .  (2001) .  Theo ry ,  Cu l tu re  and Hous ing .  Hous ing ,  Theo ry  and Soc i e ty ,  17 (4 ) ,  

145 -  165 .  

Rappo r t ,  N . ,  & Dawson ,  A .  (Eds . ) .  (1998) .  M ig ran ts  o f  I den t i t y :  Pe rcep t i ons  o f  Home in  a  

Wor ld  o f    

         Movement .  New Yo rk :  Be rg  Pub l i s h i ng .  

 

Rob in son ,  J .  W .  (1991) .  P rem ises ,  P rem ises :  A rch i t ec tu re  as  Cu l tu r a l  Med ium .  I n  G .  

Rockcas t l e  (Ed . ) ,  Type and the ( Im)Poss ib i l i t i e s  o f  Convent i on .  M inneso ta :  

Un i ve r s i t y  o f  M inneso ta  Co l l ege o f  A rch i t ec tu re  and Landscape A rch i t ec tu re .  

 

Sa l am-L i eb i ch ,  H .  (1983) .  The A rch i t ec tu re  o f  the Mam luk  C i t y  o f  T r i po l i .  Cambr i dge :   The 

Aga Khan P rog ram fo r  I s l am ic  A rch i t ec tu re .  

 

Sa l i h ,  R .  (2000) .  Sh i f t i ng  Bounda r i e s  o f  Se l f  and Othe r .  The Eu ropean Jou rna l  o f  Women ' s  

S tud ie s ,  7 ,  321 -335 .  

 

Sch rade r ,  B .  (2005) .  We Ca l l  i t  Home :  A H i s to ry  o f  S ta te  Hous ing  i n  New Zea l and .  

Auck l and :  Reed Pub l i s h i ng .  

 

Schusky ,  E .  L . ,  & Cu lbe r t ,  T .  P .  (1973) .  I n t roduc i ng  Cu l tu re .  New Je r sey :  P ren t i ce -Ha l l .  

 

Se rage ld i n ,  I .  (1990) .  Contempo ra ry  Exp ress ions  o f  I s l am in  Bu i l d i ngs :  The Re l i g i ous  and 

the Secu l a r .  I n  H .  Se rage ld i n  (Ed . ) ,  Exp ress ions  o f  I s l am in  Bu i l d i ngs  (pp .  79 -102) .  

S i ngapo re :  Concept  Med i a/Aga Kahn Award fo r  A rch i t ec tu re .  



167   

 

Shahnawaz ,  S .  (2003) .  A rabesque .  Re t r i eved 6 .07 .2010 f rom 

www.v i c to rynewsmagaz ine . com/Arabesque .h tm  

 

Sha r i f y - Funk ,  M .  (2008) .  Encounte r i ng  the T ransna t i ona l :  Women ,  I s l am and the Po l i t i c s  o f  

I n te rp re ta t i on .  Co rnwa l l ,  G rea t  B r i t a i n :  TJ  I n te rna t i ona l .  

 

S imonot ,  B .  (2002) .  S t r a teg ie s  and Tac t i c s .  I n  M .  B raye r  & B .  S imonot  (Eds . ) ,  Arch iLab ' s  

Fu tu rehouse :  Rad i ca l  Expe r iments  i n  L i v i ng  Space .  New Yo rk :  Thames & Hudson .  

Thaman ,  K .  H .  (2002) .  Sh i f t i ng  S igh ts :  The Cu l tu r a l  Cha l l enge o f  Sus ta i nab i l i t y .  H ighe r  

Educa t i on   

         Po l i c y ,  15 (2 ) ,  133 -142 .  

 

Vah i j i ,  S . ,  & Had j i y ann i ,  T .  (2009) .  The Spat i a l i t y  o f  Ve i l i ng  -  Mus l im Women L i v i ng  

P rac t i ces  i n  M inneso ta  Hous i ng .  I n te rna t i ona l  Jou rna l  o f  A rch i t ec tu ra l  Resea rch ,  

3 (2 ) ,  35 -50 .  

 

Un i ted Nat i ons  Wor ld  Commiss i on  on Env i r onment  and Deve lopment  (1987) .  Our  Common 

Fu tu re .  Ox fo rd :  Ox fo rd  Un i ve r s i t y  P ress .  

 



B I B L I O G R A P H Y  |  
 

168  

U N R E F E R E N C E D  S O U R C E S  

 

Abdu l l ah i ,  M .  D .  (2001) .  Cu l tu re  and Cus toms o f  Soma l i a .  Wes tpo r t ,  CT :  G reenwood P ress .  

 

Adam , R .  (2008) .  T rad i t i ona l  A rch i t ec tu re :  Why Commun i t i e s  Need I t .  I n  R .  Adam & M .  

Ha rdy (Eds . ) ,  Trad i t i on  Today :  Cont i nu i t y  i n  A rch i t ec tu re  and Soc i e ty .  Sou th  

Hampton ,  Bos ton :  W IT P ress .  

 

A j rouch ,  K .  J .  (2007) .  G loba l  Contex t s  and the Ve i l :  Mus l im I n teg ra t i on  i n  the Un i ted 

S ta tes  and F rance .  Soc io logy o f  Re l i g i on ,  68 (3 ) ,  321 -325 .  

 

A lba rn ,  K . ,  Sm i th ,  J .  M . ,  S tee l e ,  S . ,  & Wa l ke r ,  D .  (1974) .  The Language o f  Pa t te rn .  

London :  Thames and Hudson .  

 

Ate r ,  R .  (1998) .  Menta l  Hea l th  I s sues  o f  Rese t t l ed  Re fugees .  Re t r i eved 18 .03 .2010 ,  f rom 

ht tp : //e thnomed .o rg/c l i n i c a l /menta l - hea l th/menta l - hea l th .  

 

Awad ,  A .  (2010 ,  14 Janua ry ) .  Adam Awad :  Re fugees want  to  pa r t i c i pa te  fu l l y  i n  NZ l i f e .  

The New Zea l and He ra l d .  Re t r i eved f rom 

        h t tp : //www.nzhe ra l d . co .nz/nz/news/a r t i c l e . c fm?c_ id=1&ob jec t i d=10619991 .  

 

Azzam ,  K .  (2008) .  T rad i t i on  i n  the A rch i t ec tu re  o f  I s l am .  I n  R .  Adam & M .  Ha rdy (Eds . ) ,  

Trad i t i on  Today :  Cont i nu i t y  i n  A rch i t ec tu re  and Soc i e ty .  Sou th  Hampton ,  Bos ton :  

W IT P ress .  

 

Bas tea ,  E .  (Ed . ) .  (2004) .  Memory and A rch i t ec tu re .  A lbuque rgue :  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  New Mex i co  

P ress .  

 



169   

Be l l ,  B . ,  & Wake fo rd ,  K .  (2008) .  Expand ing  A rch i t ec tu re :  Des ign  as  Act i v i sm .  New Yo rk :  

Met ropo l i s  Books .  

 

Be rg ,  P .  (1997) .  Sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  I den t i t y  and the Rede f i n i t i on  o f  Se l f .  Trans i t i on  (56) ,  32 -

33 .  

 

Bhu i ,  K . ,  Abd i ,  A . ,  Abd i ,  M . ,  Pe re i r a ,  S . ,  Dua l eh ,  M . ,  Robe r t son ,  D . ,  e t  a l .  (2003) .  

T raumat i c  Even ts ,  M ig ra t i on  Cha rac te r i s t i c s  and Psych i a t r i c  Symptoms among 

Soma l i  Re fugees .  Soc i a l  p sych i a t r y  and psych i a t r i c  ep idem io logy ,  38 (1 ) ,  35 -43 .  

 

Bonde r ,  J .  (2009) .  On Memory ,  T rauma ,  Pub l i c  Space ,  Monuments ,  and Memor i a l s .  P l aces ,  

21 (1 ) ,  62 -69 .  

 

Bo r r i n i - Feye rabend ,  G . ,  & Buchan ,  D .  (1997) .  Beyond Fences :  Seek i ng  Soc i a l  Sus ta i nab i l i t y  

i n  Conse rva t i on .  G l and ,  Sw i t ze r l and :  IUCN .  

 

Boy l e ,  E .  H . ,  & A l i ,  A .  (2010) .  Cu l tu re ,  S t ruc tu re ,  and the Re fugee Expe r i ence i n  Soma l i  

Imm ig ran t  Fam i l y  T rans fo rmat ion .  I n te rna t i ona l  M ig ra t i on ,  48 (1 ) ,  47 -79 .  

 

B ram ley ,  G . ,  & Power ,  S .  (2009) .  U rban Fo rm and Soc i a l  Sus ta i nab i l i t y :  The Ro le  o f  Dens i t y  

and Hous i ng  Type .  Env i ronment  and P l ann ing  B :  P l ann ing  and Des ign ,  36 (1 ) ,  30 -48 .  

 

B ra t t ,  R .  G .  (2002) .  Hous i ng  and Fam i l y  We l l - Be i ng .  Hous ing S tud ie s ,  17 (1 ) ,  13 -26 .  

 

Bu l l o ck ,  K .  (2002) .  Re th i nk i ng  Mus l im Women and the Ve i l :  Cha l l eng ing  H i s to r i c a l  & Mode rn  

S te reo types .  He rndon ,  VA :  I n te rna t i ona l  I n s t i t u te  o f  I s l am ic  Thought .  

 

Cam ino ,  L . ,  & K ru l f e l d ,  R .  (1994) .  Recons t ruc t i ng  L i ves ,  Recap tu r i ng  Mean ing :  Re fugee 

Iden t i t y ,  Gende r ,  and Cu l tu re  Change .  Base l ,  Sw i t ze r l and :  Go rdon and B reach .  

 



B I B L I O G R A P H Y  |  
 

170  

Ca r te r ,  P .  (2004) .  Myth fo rms .  I n  S .  Ca i r n s  (Ed . ) ,  Dr i f t i ng :  A rch i t ec tu re  and M ig rancy  (pp .  

82 -98) .  London :  Rout l edge .  

 

Ca r te r ,  T .  S . ,  Po l evychok ,  C . ,  & Osbo rne ,  J .  (2009) .  The Ro le  o f  Hous i ng  and 

Ne ighbou rhood i n  the Re -Se t t l ement  P rocess :  A Case S tudy o f  Re fugee Househo ld s  

i n  W inn ipeg .  The Canad i an  Geog raphe r ,  53 (3 ) ,  305 .  

 

Chan ,  E . ,  & Lee ,  G .  (2008) .  C r i t i c a l  Fac to r s  fo r  Imp rov i ng Soc i a l  Sus ta i nab i l i t y  o f  U rban 

Renewa l  P ro j ec t s .  Soc i a l  I nd i ca to r s  Resea rch ,  85 (2 ) ,  243 -256 .  

 

Chod i ko f f ,  I .  (2006) .  Contempora ry  I den t i t i e s .  The Canad i an  A rch i t ec t ,  51 (11) ,  82 .  

 

Coope r -Ma rcus ,  C .  (1995) .  House as  a  m i r ro r  o f  se l f :  Exp lo r i ng  the deepe r  mean ing o f  

home .   

         Be rke l ey ,  CA :  Cona r i  P ress .  

 

Dav i e s ,  M . ,  & Webb ,  E .  (2000) .  P romot i ng the Psycho log i ca l  We l l - Be i ng  o f  Re fugee 

Ch i l d ren .  C l i n i c a l  Ch i l d  Psycho logy and Psych i a t r y ,  5 (4 ) ,  541 .  

 

Dawson ,  A . ,  & Johnson ,  M .  (2004) .  M ig ra t i on ,  Ex i l e  and Landscapes o f  the Imag ina t i on .  I n  

S .  Ca i r n s  (Ed . ) ,  Dr i f t i ng :  A rch i t ec tu re  and M ig rancy .  New Yo rk :  Rou t l edge .  

 

Day ,  C .  (2004) .  P l aces  o f  the  Sou l :  A rch i t ec tu re  and Env i r onmenta l  Des ign  as  a  Hea l i ng  

A r t .  London :  The Aqua r i an  P ress .  

 

De Jong ,  J .  (2002) .  Trauma ,  War ,  and V io l ence :  Pub l i c  Menta l  Hea l th  i n  the Soc io -Cu l tu r a l  

Contex t .  New Yo rk :  P l enum Pub l i s he r s .  

 



171   

M in i s t r y  o f  Soc i a l  Deve lopment .  (2008) .  Connec t i ng  D ive r se  Commun i t i e s  Repo r t  on 

2007/2008 Engagement .   Re t r i eved 19 .04 .2010 ,  f rom 

ht tp : //www. re fugeese rv i ces .o rg .nz/__data/asse ts/pd f_ f i l e /0018/963/Connec t i ng_D i

ve r se_Commun i t i e s_Repo r t -2007 .pd f .  

 

D i c kson ,  J .  S .  (2002) .  Move :  S i t e s  o f  T rauma .  New Yo rk :  P r i n ce ton A rch i t ec tu ra l  P ress .  

 

Downey ,  D .  (2006) .  A t  the Bo rde r .  P l ann i ng ,  72 (11) ,  26 -30 .  

 

E i senb ruch ,  M . ,  de  Jong ,  J . ,  & van de Pu t ,  W .  (2004) .  B r i ng i ng  O rde r  Out  o f  Chaos :  A 

Cu l tu r a l l y  Competen t  App roach to  Manag ing the P rob l ems o f  Re fugees and V i c t ims 

o f  O rgan i zed V io l ence .  Jou rna l  o f  T raumat i c  S t ress ,  17 (2 ) ,  123 -131 .  

 

E r r i c ke r ,  C .  (2008) .  Re l i g i on  and T rad i t i on :  Pa t te rns  o f  M ig ra t i on ,  Conve r s i on  and 

Encu l tu ra t i on  w i th i n  G loba l i s a t i on  and Cu l tu re  Change .  I n  R .  Adam & M .  Ha rdy 

(Eds . ) ,  Trad i t i on  Today :  Cont i nu i t y  i n  A rch i t ec tu re  and Soc i e ty .  Sou th  Hampton ,  

Bos ton :  W IT P ress .  

 

Evans ,  G . ,  We l l s ,  N . ,  Chan ,  H . ,  &  Sa l t zman ,  H .  (2000) .  Hous i ng  Qua l i t y  and Menta l  Hea l th .  

Jou rna l  o f  Consu l t i ng  and C l i n i c a l  P sycho logy ,  68 (3 ) ,  526 -530 .  

 

F rasca ra ,  J .  (Ed . ) .  (2002) .  Des ign  and the Soc i a l  Sc i ences :  Mak ing Connec t i ons .  London :  

Tay lo r  & F ranc i s .  

 

F ry ,  T .  (2009) .  Des ign  Fu tu r i ng :  Sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  E th i c s  and New P rac t i ce .  New Yo rk :  Be rg .  

 

Gando l f i ,  E .  (2009) .  Spaces  o f  F reedom . Arch i t ec tu ra l  Des ign ,  79 (1 ) ,  78 -81 .  

 



B I B L I O G R A P H Y  |  
 

172  

G i j sbe r t s ,  M . ,  & Dagevos ,  J .  (2007) .  The Soc io -Cu l tu r a l  I n teg ra t i on  o f  E thn i c  M ino r i t i e s  i n  

the Nethe r l ands :  I den t i f y i ng  Ne ighbou rhood E f fec t s  on Mu l t i p l e  I n teg ra t i on  

Outcomes .  Hous ing S tud ie s ,  22 (5 ) ,  805 .  

 

G raba r ,  O .  (2006) .  I s l am ic  A r t  and Beyond ,  Cons t ruc t i ng  the S tudy o f  I s l am ic  A r t .  

Hampsh i r e :  Ashgate  Pub l i s h i ng .  

 

G roa t ,  L . ,  & Wang ,  D .  (2002) .  Arch i t ec tu ra l  Resea r ch  Methods .  New Yo rk :  John W i l ey  & 

Sons ,  I n c .  

 

Had j i y ann i ,  T .  (2007) .  Bounded Cho i ces :  Soma l i  Women Cons t ruc t i ng  D i f f e rence i n  

M inneso ta  Hous i ng .  Jou rna l  o f  I n te r i o r  Des ign ,  32 (2 ) ,  13 -27 .  

 

He funa ,  S .  (2004) .  X -Cu l tu r a l  codes .  He ide lbe rg :  Keh re r .  

 

Hous i ng New Zea l and (2006) .  Re fugees .  Re t r i eved 13 .03 .2010 ,  f rom  

         h t tp : //hnzc .gov t . nz/hnzc/web/ ren t -buy -o r -own/ ren t - f rom-hous i ng -new-

zea l and/ re fugees .h tm 

 

Human R igh ts  Commiss ion  (2006) .  We l l i ng ton Reg iona l  Ac t i on  P l an  fo r  Re fugee Hea l th  and 

We l l - be i ng .  Re t r i eved 14 .03 .2010 ,  f rom 

ht tp : //www.ccdhb .o rg .nz/meet i ngs/CPHACpape r s/2006_09_14/8b_1_Act ionP l anAct i

onp l an fo r r e fugeehea l thandwe l l be i ng .pd f .  

 

Hunt ,  D .  (2006) .  P ragmat i c  Fu tu r i sm :  Fo recas t i ng  the Home o f  2026 .  I n  J .  E i senb rand ,  G .  

Ge race & S .  Jaschko (Eds . ) ,  Open House :  A rch i t ec tu re  and Techno logy fo r  

I n te l l i g en t  L i v i ng  (pp .  167 -183) .  We i l  am Rhe in :  V i t r a  Des ign  S t i f t ung .  

 

I s r ae l ,  T .  (2003) .  Some P l ace L i ke  Home :  Us i ng  Des ign  Psycho logy to  C rea te  I dea l  P l a ces .  

West  Sussex :  John W i l ey  & Sons L td .  



173   

 

Jaba reen ,  Y .  (2005) .  Cu l tu re  and Hous i ng  P re fe rences  i n  a  Deve lop i ng  C i t y .  Env i ronment  

and Behav io r ,  37 (1 ) ,  134 -146 .  

 

J i n ,  J .  H .  (1993) .  Home as  Exp ress ion  o f  I den t i t y .  I n  M .  Bu t l e r  & N .  Teymur  (Eds . ) ,  

Hous ing :  Des ign ,  Resea rch  and Educa t i on .  Han ts ,  Eng l and :  Ashgate  Pub l i s h i ng .  

 

Jod id i o ,  P .  (2007) .  Unde r  the Eaves  o f  A rch i t ec tu re ,  The Aga Khan :  Bu i l de r  and Pa t ron .  

Mun i ch :  P res te l .  

 

Kama ldeep ,  B . ,  Tom ,  C . ,  Sa l aad ,  M . ,  Nas i r ,  W . ,  S tephen ,  A .  S . ,  G raham ,  T . ,  e t  a l .  (2006) .  

Menta l  D i so rde r s  among Soma l i  Re fugees .  Soc i a l  P sych i a t r y  and Psych i a t r i c  

Ep idem io logy ,  41 (5 ) ,  400 .  

 

Khan ,  F .  R .  (1980) .  The I s l am ic  Env i ronment :  Can the Fu tu re  Lea rn  f rom the Pas t?  I n  R .  

Ho lod (Ed . ) ,  Toward an A rch i t ec tu re  i n  the Sp i r i t  o f  I s l am :  p roceed ings  o f  sem ina r  

one i n  the se r i e s  A rch i t ec tu ra l  T rans fo rmat ions  i n  the I s l am ic  Wor ld ,  he ld  a t  

A ig l emont ,  Gouv ieux ,  F r ance .  Geneva :  Aga Khan Award fo r  A rch i t ec tu re .  

 

K ing ,  J .  (2009) .  B r i ng i ng  Good Des ign .  Arch i t ec tu ra l  Reco rd ,  197 (1 ) ,  50 -50 .  

 

K i v i s to ,  P .  (2001) .  Theo r i z i ng  T ransna t i ona l  Imm ig ra t i on :  A C r i t i c a l  Rev i ew o f  Cu r ren t  

E f fo r t s .  Ethn i c  and Rac i a l  S tud i e s ,  24 (4 ) ,  549 -577 .  

 

Lawrence ,  R .  J .  (1987) .  What  Makes a  House a  Home? Env i ronment  and Behav io r ,  19 ,  154 -

168 .  

 

Lawson ,  B .  (2002) .  Hea l i ng  A rch i t ec tu re .  Arch i t ec tu ra l  Rev i ew ,  211 (1261) ,  72 -75 .  

 

Lewcock ,  R . ,  Sanson i ,  B . ,  & Senanayake ,  L .  (1998) .  The A rch i t ec tu re  o f  an  I s l and :  The 



B I B L I O G R A P H Y  |  
 

174  

L i v i ng  Legacy o f  S r i  Lanka .  Co lombo ,  S r i  Lanka :  Ba re foo t .  

 

Mac in ty re ,  J .  (2007) .  F resh  S ta r t .  The  NZ L i s tene r .  Re t r i eved 18 .03 .2010 ,  f rom 

ht tp : //www. l i s tene r . co .nz/ i s sue/3482/ fea tu res/8066/ f resh_s ta r t . h tm l .  

 

Matheson ,  K . ,  Jo rden ,  S . ,  & An i sman ,  H .  (2008) .  Re l a t i ons  Be tween T rauma Expe r i ences  and 

Psycho log i ca l ,  Phys i ca l  and Neu roendoc r i ne  Func t i on i ng  Among Soma l i  Re fugees :  

Med i a t i ng  Ro le  o f  Cop ing  w i th  Accu l tu ra t i on  S t resso r s .  Jou rna l  o f  Imm ig ran t  and 

M ino r i t y  Hea l th ,  10 (4 ) ,  291 .  

 

Mazuch ,  R . ,  & S tephen ,  R .  (2005) .  C rea t i ng  Hea l i ng  Env i r onments :  Human i s t i c  A rch i t ec tu re  

and The rapeu t i c  Des ign .  Jou rna l  o f  Pub l i c  Menta l  Hea l th ,  4 (4 ) ,  48 -52 .  

 

McM ichae l ,  C . ,  & Mande r son ,  L .  (2004) .  Soma l i  women and We l l -Be i ng :  Soc i a l  Netwo rks  and 

Soc i a l  Cap i t a l  among Imm ig ran t  Women in  Aus t r a l i a .  Human O rgan i za t i on ,  63 (1 ) ,  

88 -99 .  

 

Meage r ,  Z .  F .  (2005) .  The Home o f  Ex i l e :  Hous i ng  the Auck l and E th iop i an  Re fugee 

Popu l a t i on .  Unpub l i s hed Mas te r s  o f  A r t s  i n  Soc io l ogy ,  The Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Auck l and ,  

Auck l and .  

 

M i f f l i n ,  E . ,  & W i l ton ,  R .  (2005) .  No P l ace  l i k e  Home :  Room ing Houses  i n  Contempora ry  

U rban Contex t .  Env i ronment  and P l ann ing  A ,  37 (3 ) ,  403 -421 .  

 

Mu rd i e ,  R .  (2002) .  The Hous i ng  Ca ree r s  o f  Po l i s h  and Soma l i  Newcomers  i n  To ron to ' s  

Ren ta l  Ma rke t .  Hous ing S tud ie s ,  17 (3 ) ,  423 -443 .  

 

Mu rd i e ,  R .  (2008) .  Pa thways to  Hous i ng :  The Expe r i ences  o f  Sponso red Re fugees and 

Re fugee C l a imants  i n  Access i ng  Pe rmanent  Hous ing  i n  To ron to .  Jou rna l  o f  

I n te rna t i ona l  M ig ra t i on  and I n teg ra t i on ,  9 (1 ) ,  81 -101 .  



175   

 

Nas r ,  S .  H .  (1980) .  Towa rd  an Unde r s tand ing o f  A rch i t ec tu ra l  Symbo l i sm .  I n  R .  Ho lod (Ed . ) ,  

Towards  an A rch i t ec tu re  i n  the Sp i r i t  o f  I s l am :  P roceed ings  o f  Sem ina r  One i n  the 

se r i e s  A rch i t ec tu ra l  T rans fo rmat ions  i n  the I s l am ic  Wor ld ,  he ld  a t  A ig l emont ,  

Gouv ieux ,  F r ance .  Geneva :  Aga Kahn Award  fo r  A rch i t ec tu re .  

 

Imm ig ra t i on  New Zea l and .  (2010) .  Imm ig ra t i on  New Zea l and S ta t i s t i c s  Re t r i eved 

18 .05 .2010 ,  f rom 

ht tp : //www. imm ig ra t i on .gov t . nz/m ig ran t/gene ra l /gene ra l i n fo rmat ion/s ta t i s t i c s/  

 

O lw ig ,  K .  F .  (1997) .  Cu l t u ra l  S i t e s :  Su s ta i n i ng  a  Home in  a  De -Te r r i t o r i a l i z ed  Wor ld .  I n  K .  

F .  O lw ig  & K .  Has t rup (Eds . ) ,  S i t i ng  Cu l tu re  -  The Sh i f t i ng  Anth ropo log i ca l  Ob jec t .  

London :  Rout l edge .  

 

Owen ,  G .  (2009) .  Arch i t ec tu re ,  E th i c s  and G loba l i z a t i on .  New Yo rk :  Rou t l edge .  

 

Ph i l l i p s ,  D .  (2006) .  Mov ing towa rds  I n teg ra t i on :  The Hous ing  o f  Asy lum Seeke r s  and 

Re fugees i n  B r i t a i n .  Hous ing S tud ie s ,  21 (4 ) ,  539 -553 .  

 

Pugh ,  C .  (1996) .  Sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  the  Env i r onment  and U rban i za t i on .  London :  Ea r thscan 

Pub l i c a t i ons  L td .  

 

Ravensc ro f t ,  V .  (2008) .  A Su rvey on the L i v i ng  Cond i t i ons  i nc l ud i ng  Hous i ng ,  

Ne ighbou rhood and Soc i a l  Suppo r t  o f  the Ch r i s t chu rch  Re fugee Commun i ty .  

Unpub l i s hed Mas te r s  o f  Hea l th  Sc i ences  thes i s ,  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Can te rbu ry ,  

Ch r i s t chu rch .  

 

Re fNZ (2010) .  Re fNZ S ta t i s t i c s :  New Zea l and Re fugee S ta t i s t i c s .  Re t r i eved 18 .05 .2010 ,  

f rom ht tp : //www. re fugee .o rg .nz/s ta t s . h tm .  

 



B I B L I O G R A P H Y  |  
 

176  

Robson ,  D .  (2002) .  Geo f f r ey  Bawa :  The Comp le te  Works .  London :  Thames and Hudson .  

 

Ross ,  A .  (2007) .  Hous i ng ,  Imm ig ra t i on ,  and Fa i r ness :  Lea rn i ng  f rom San Ys id ro .  Harva rd  

Des ign  Magaz ine  (27) ,  22 -29 .  

 

Row lands ,  M .  (1998) .  T rauma ,  Memory and Memor i a l s .  Br i t i s h  Jou rna l  o f  Psychothe rapy ,  

15 (1 ) ,  54 -64 .  

 

Sco t t ,  J .  W .  (2007) .  The Po l i t i c s  o f  the Ve i l .  P r i n ce ton ,  NJ :  P r i n ce ton Un i ve r s i t y  P ress .  

 

S ime ,  J .  (1993) .  What  Makes a  House a  Home :  The Ga rden? I n  M .  Bu t l e r  & N .  Teymur  

(Eds . ) ,  Hous ing :  Des ign ,  Resea rch  and Educa t i on .  Han ts ,  Eng l and :  Ashgate  

Pub l i s h i ng .  

 

S t i ch l e r ,  J .  (2008) .  Hea l i ng  by Des ign .  The Jou rna l  o f  Nu r s i ng  Adm in i s t r a t i on ,  38 (12) ,  

505 -509 .  

 

Thanga ra j ah ,  C .  Y .  (2003) .  Ve i l ed  Cons t ruc t i ons :  Con f l i c t ,  M ig ra t i on  and Mode rn i t y  i n  

Eas te rn  S r i  Lanka .  Cont r i bu t i ons  to  I nd i an  Soc i e ty ,  24 (4 ) ,  141 -162 .  

 

T ige rman ,  S .  (1988) .  The A rch i t ec tu re  o f  Ex i l e .  New Yo rk :  R i zzo l i  I n te rna t i ona l  

Pub l i c a t i ons .  

 

Town roe ,  P .  M .  (1996) .  U rban Sus ta i nab i l i t y  and Soc i a l  Cohes ion .  I n  C .  Pugh (Ed . ) ,  

Sus ta i nab i l i t y ,  the  Env i r onment  and U rban i za t i on .  London :  Ea r thscan Pub l i c a t i ons  

L td .  

 

T r i be ,  R .  (2002) .  Menta l  hea l t h  o f  Re fugees and Asy lum-seeke r s .  Advances i n  Psych i a t r i c  

T rea tment ,  8 (4 ) ,  240 .  

 



177   

Imm ig ra t i on  New Zea l and .  Set t l ement  and Hous ing .  Phase 1 :  Auck l and Reg iona l  Se t t l ement  

S t r a tegy .  Re t r i eved 12 .04 .2010 f rom 

ht tp : //www. imm ig ra t i on .gov t . nz/NR/ rdon l y re s/6E7AFA93 -442C-4A82-A9AC-

50FC62C385DD/0/Goa l6Set t l ementandHous i ngPDF .pd f .  



L I S T  O F  F I G U R E S  | 
 

178  

L I S T  O F  F I G U R E S  

 

F ig .1 :  Tab le  i nd i c a t i ng  to  whom re fugees pay hous i ng  ren t .  [New Zea l and 

Imm ig ra t i on  Se rv i ce ]  (2004) Re t r i eved f rom 

ht tp : //www. imm ig ra t i on .gov t . nz/m ig ran t/gene ra l /gene ra l i n fo rmat ion/ resea rch/Re fugee

s/ re fugeevo i ces/ 

 

F ig .  2 :  Re fugee Hous i ng  Typo log i e s  i n  Auck l and .  [Ha l ango ,  A . ]  (2007) .  

The Hous i ng  Expe r i ences  o f  the Auck l and Soma l i  Popu l a t i on  and the i r  Impac t  on the 

Rese t t l ement  P rocess .  Unpub l i s hed Mas te r s  o f  A r t s  (MA) Hea l th  Se rv i ces  thes i s ,  

Auck l and Un i ve r s i t y  o f  Techno logy ,  Auck l and .  

 

F ig .  3 :  Loca t i on  o f  S ta te  Hous i ng  i n  the G rea te r  We l l i ng ton Reg ion .  

(2004) .  P rov ided by Hous i ng  New Zea l and Co rpo ra t i on .  

 

F i g .  4 :  Loca t i on  o f  S ta te  Hous i ng  i n  We l l i ng ton C i t y  Reg ion .  (2004)  

P rov ided by Hous i ng New Zea l and Co rpo ra t i on .   

 

F i g .  5 :  F ron t  E l eva t i on  and F loo r  P l ans  o f  623 Evans  Bay Road .  [Dav i e s   

D .L . ]  (1981) P rov ided by Hous i ng New Zea l and Co rpo ra t i on .  

 

F i g .  6 :  F ron t  E l eva t i on  and F loo r  P l ans  o f  127 Nevay Road .  [W i l son  

G .T . ]  (1938) P rov ided by Hous i ng  New Zea l and Co rpo ra t i on .  

 

F i g .7 :  Mash rab i yya  on an o ld  renova ted house i n  Jeddah ,  Saud i  A rab i a .  

(2010) Re t r i eved f rom ht tp : //s ta r s i n symmet ry .wo rdp res s . com/2010/01/05/s tudy -

mash rab i ya/ .  

 

F ig .  8 :  Sca l i ng  o f  Mash rab i yya .  (2010) Re t r i eved f rom 



179   

ht tp : //matsysdes ign . com/stud io s/compos i tebod ie s/ tag/mash rab i ya/  

 

F ig .9 :  I n te r i o r  V iew o f  Mash rab i yya .  Re t r i eved f rom 

ht tp : //www.a rchda i l y . com/17517/san -pab lo -u rbana/172419123_6- i s l am ic -mash rab i ya/  

 

F ig .  10 :  I n t r i c a te l y  de ta i l ed  s tone mashab iyya w i th  f l o r a l  pa t te rn  based on  

I s l am ic  a r t  p r i n c i p l e s .  Re t r i eved f rom ht tp : //www. fo toped i a . com/a lbums/384b6f11 -

5433-492f -b583-b602e44c0e7a/en t r i e s/46Om0S lY iSA 

 

F ig .  11 :  Façade deta i l  f r om the AD IC  Headquate r s ,  Abu Dhab i .  [AEDAS]  

(2010) Re t r i eved f rom ht tp : //www1 .aedas . com/M idd l eEas t/AD ICHeadqua r te r s .  

 

F i g .  12 :  Mechan i ca l l y  ope ra ted façade f rom the Wor ld  A rab I n s t i t u te  i n   

Pa r i s ,  des igned by Jean Nouve l .  (2010) Re t r i eved f rom 

ht tp : // the repub l i co f l e s s .wo rdp ress . com/catego ry/beau t i f u l /page/7/  

 

F ig .  13 :  I n te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ve  o f  the Louv re  Abu Dhab i ,  des igned by Jean  

Nouve l .  (2007) Re t r i eved f rom 

ht tp : //w i r ednewyo rk . com/fo rum/showth read .php? t=12449&page=1 

 

F ig .  14 :  P l ans  o f  T rad i t i ona l  Houses  i n  I s l am ic  Contex t s .  [H i l l e nb rand ,   

R . ]  (1994) .  I s l am ic  A rch i t ec tu re :  Fo rm ,  Func t i on  and Mean ing .  New Yo rk :  Co lumb ia  

Un i ve r s i t y  P ress .   

 

F i g .  15 :  F l oo r  p l an  o f  the Ak i l  Sam i  House NTS .  [Fa thy ,  H . ]  (1978)  

Re t r i eved f rom ht tp : //a rchnet .o rg/ l i b r a ry/ images/one -

image . j sp? loca t i on_ id=5161& image_ id=17055 

 

F ig .  16 :  I n te r i o r  pho tog raph look i ng  ou t  on to  i n te rna l  cou r tya rd .  [L i t t l e ,   



L I S T  O F  F I G U R E S  | 
 

180  

C] .  Re t r i eved f rom ht tp : //a rchne t .o rg/ l i b r a ry/ images/one -

image . j sp? loca t i on_ id=5161& image_ id=16766 

 

F ig .  17 :  Ex te r i o r  wa l l  i l l u s t r a t i ng  mash rab i yyas .  [Aved i s s i an .  C ] .  Re t r i eved  

f rom ht tp : //a r chne t .o rg/ l i b r a ry/ images/one -

image . j sp? loca t i on_ id=5161& image_ id=16761 

 

F ig .18 :  I n te r i o r  photog raph i l l u s t r a t i ng  d i f f e ren t  sca l e s  o f  mash rab i yyas .   

[Aved i s s i an .  C ]  Re t r i eved f rom  h t tp : //a rchne t .o rg/ l i b r a ry/ images/one -

image . j sp? loca t i on_ id=5161& image_ id=16774 

 

F ig .  19 :  I n te rna l  Cou r tya rd .  [L i t t l e .C ] .  Re t r i eved f rom 

ht tp : //a rchne t .o rg/ l i b r a ry/ images/one - image . j sp? loca t i on_ id=5161& image_ id=16782 

 

F ig .  20 :  Image o f  house f rom the s t ree t .  Re t r i eved f rom 

ht tp : //www.senan -a r ch i t ec t s . com/p ro jec t s . a sp? th i sP ro j ec t=2&th i sP i c=14 

 

F ig .  21 :  Look i ng  ove r  Cent ra l  Cou r tya rd  Space .  Re t r i eved f rom 

ht tp : //www.senan -a r ch i t ec t s . com/p ro jec t s . a sp? th i sP ro j ec t=2&th i sP i c=14 

 

F ig .  22 :  V iew f rom west  edge o f  the p rope r ty .  Re t r i eved f rom 

ht tp : //www.senan -a r ch i t ec t s . com/p ro jec t s . a sp? th i sP ro j ec t=2&th i sP i c=14 

 

F ig .  23 :  I n te r i o r  space .  f rom  

h t tp : //www.senan -a r ch i t ec t s . com/p ro jec t s . a sp? th i sP ro j ec t=2&th i sP i c=14 

 

F ig .  24 :  Basement .  [Abde lqade r ,  S ] .  (2006) Re t r i eved f rom 

ht tp : //www.senan -a r ch i t ec t s . com/p ro jec t s . a sp? th i sP ro j ec t=2 

 

F ig .  25 :  Leve l  One .  [Abde lqade r ,  S ] .  (2006) Re t r i eved f rom  



181   

ht tp : //www.senan -a r ch i t ec t s . com/p ro jec t s . a sp? th i sP ro j ec t=2 

 

F ig .  26 :  Pen thouse Leve l .  [Abde lqade r ,  S ] .  (2006) Re t r i eved f rom  

h t tp : //www.senan -a r ch i t ec t s . com/p ro jec t s . a sp? th i sP ro j ec t=2 

 

F ig .  27 :  Ex te r i o r  v i ew o f  the mosque ,  w i th  c i t y  i n  the backg round .   

[A l amudd in ,  H ]  (1986) Re t r i eved f rom ht tp : //a rchne t .o rg/ l i b r a ry/ images/one -

image . j sp? loca t i on_ id=3879& image_ id=12696 

 

F ig .  28 :  Photog raph o f  the m ih rab ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  I s l am ic  o rnamenta t i on .  [A l amudd in ,  H ]  

(1986) .  Re t r i eved f rom ht tp : //a rchne t .o rg/ l i b r a ry/ images/one -

image . j sp? loca t i on_ id=3879& image_ id=12699 

 

F ig .  29 :  Photog raph o f  the dome ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  ex tens i ve  de ta i l i ng  to  s tone  

wo rk .  [A l amudd in ,  H ]  (1986) .  Re t r i eved f rom ht tp : //a rchne t .o rg/ l i b r a ry/ images/one -

image . j sp? loca t i on_ id=3879& image_ id=12700 

 

F ig .  30 :  No r th  E l eva t i on ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  t r ad i t i ona l  mosque symbo l i sm .  

[Rahman ,  M .A ;  E id ,  A ;  Ha j j -A l i ,  M ;  Nakkash ;  Z ]  (1994) .  Re t r i eved f rom 

ht tp : //a rchne t .o rg/ l i b r a ry/ f i l e s/one - f i l e . j sp? f i l e_ id=11 

 

F ig .  31 :  Eas t  E l eva t i on .  Re t r i eved f rom  

[Rahman ,  M .A ;  E id ,  A ;  Ha j j -A l i ,  M ;  Nakkash ;  Z ]  (1994) .  

h t tp : //a rchne t .o rg/ l i b r a ry/ f i l e s/one - f i l e . j sp? f i l e_ id=12 

 

F ig .  32 :  F l oo r  p l an  i l l u s t r a t i ng  t r ad i t i ona l  spa t i a l  l a you t .  [Rahman ,  M .A ;   

E id ,  A ;  Ha j j -A l i ,  M ;  Nakkash ;  Z ]  (1994) .  Re t r i eved f rom 

ht tp : //a rchne t .o rg/ l i b r a ry/ f i l e s/one - f i l e . j sp? f i l e_ id=15 

 

F ig .  33 :  I n te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ve  f rom Uppe r  Leve l .  Re t r i eved f rom  



L I S T  O F  F I G U R E S  | 
 

182  

ht tp : //www.a rchda i l y . com/56689/mosque -p roposa l - s tud ioz/  

 

F ig .  34 :  Ex te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ve  i l l u s t r a t i ng  Cubo id  Fo rm .  Re t r i eved f rom  

h t tp : //www.a rchda i l y . com/56689/mosque -p roposa l - s tud ioz/  

 

F ig .  35 :  I n te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ve  i l l u s t r a t i ng  Cent ra l  P r aye r  Space .  Re t r i eved  

f rom ht tp : //www.a rchda i l y . com/56689/mosque -p roposa l - s tud ioz/  

 

F ig .  36 :  Sec t i on  th rough the S tud io  Z  Mosque P roposa l .  Re t r i eved f rom  

h t tp : //www.a rchda i l y . com/56689/mosque -p roposa l - s tud ioz/  

 

F ig .  37 :  The Cente r  o f  Mecca .  Re t r i eved f rom  

h t tp : //www.c rys ta l i n k s . com/b lacks tone .h tm l  

 

F ig .  38 :  O r thog raph i c  P l ans  o f  the S tud io  Z  Mosque P roposa l .  Re t r i eved  

f rom ht tp : //www.a rchda i l y . com/56689/mosque -p roposa l - s tud ioz/  

 

F ig .  39 :  Ex te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ve .  Re t r i eved f rom  

h t tp : //mus l immed iane two rk . com/mmn/?p=6825 

 

F ig .  40 :  I n te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ve  o f  P roposa l .  Re t r i eved f rom  

h t tp : //www.obse rve r . com/2010/ rea l - e s ta te/new-mosque - l ooks - l o t -o ld -mosque 

 

F ig .  41 :  D i ag ram ind i ca t i ng  the p rox im i ty  o f  the p roposa l  to  the Wor ld  T rade Cente r  s i t e .  

Re t r i eved f rom ht tp : //b igpeace . com/cb r im/2010/08/17/g round -ze ro -mosques -h idden -

webs i t e s - fo l l ow - the - sha r i ah/ .  

 

F i g .  42 :  Map o f  the G rea te r  We l l i ng ton reg ion  i nd i c a t i ng  the  



183   

Concent ra t i on  o f  M idd l e  Eas te rn/La t i n  Amer i c an/A f r i c an  C i t i zens .  I n  pe rcen tage o f  

to ta l  popu l a t i on .  [Autho r ’s  own image] .  (2010) .  S ta t i s t i c s  de r i ved f rom 

ht tp : //www.s ta t s .gov t . nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage .aspx .  

 

F i g .  43 :  Concent ra t i on  o f  M idd l e  Eas te rn/La t i n  Amer i c an/A f r i c an   

C i t i zens .  I n  pe rcen tage o f  to ta l  popu l a t i on .  [Autho r ’s  own image] .  (2010) .  S ta t i s t i c s  

de r i ved f rom ht tp : //www.s ta t s .gov t . nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage .a spx .  

 

F i g .  44 :  Concent ra t i on  o f  As i an  C i t i zens .  I n  pe rcen tage o f  to ta l   

popu l a t i on .  [Autho r ’s  own image] .  (2010) .  S ta t i s t i c s  de r i ved f rom 

ht tp : //www.s ta t s .gov t . nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage .aspx .  

 

F i g .  45 :  Concent ra t i on  o f  Mao r i  C i t i zens .  I n  pe rcen tage o f  to ta l   

popu l a t i on .  [Autho r ’s  own image] .  (2010) .  S ta t i s t i c s  de r i ved f rom 

ht tp : //www.s ta t s .gov t . nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage .aspx .  

 

F i g .  46 :  Concent ra t i on  o f  New Zea l and Eu ropeans .  I n  pe rcen tage o f  to ta l   

popu l a t i on .  [Autho r ’s  own image] .  (2010) .  S ta t i s t i c s  de r i ved f rom 

ht tp : //www.s ta t s .gov t . nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage .aspx .  

 

F i g .  47 :  Concent ra t i on  o f  Pac i f i c  I s l and C i t i zens .  I n  pe rcen tage o f  to ta l   

popu l a t i on .  [Autho r ’s  own image] .  (2010) .  S ta t i s t i c s  de r i ved f rom 

ht tp : //www.s ta t s .gov t . nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage .aspx .  

 

F i g .  48 :  Concent ra t i on  o f  Othe r  E thn i c i t y  C i t i zens .  I n  pe rcen tage o f  to ta l   

popu l a t i on .  [Autho r ’s  own image] .  (2010) .  S ta t i s t i c s  de r i ved f rom 

ht tp : //www.s ta t s .gov t . nz/Census/2006CensusHomePage .aspx .  

 

F i g .  49 P rog rammat i c  s tudy o f  the s i t e  su r round ing the 300m rad iu s  o f   
the Lower  Hut t  I smae l i  Cen t re .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  
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F ig .  50 P rog rammat i c  s tudy o f  the s i t e  su r round ing the 300m rad iu s  o f   

the Po r i r ua  I smae l i  Cen t re .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  51 P rog rammat i c  s tudy o f  the s i t e  su r round ing the 300m rad iu s  o f   

the K i l b i r n i e  Mosque .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  52 :  Concept  ske tch o f  l ow - r i s e  apa r tment  comp lex .  [Autho r ’s  own  

image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  53 :  Concept  ske tch o f  peppe r -po t t i ng  l ayou t .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  54 :  S i t e  map o f  300m rad iu s  su r round i ng the K i l b i r n i e  Mosque ,  

 i nd i ca t i ng  run -down res iden t i a l  p rope r t i e s .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g s .  55 -59 :  Images o f  the run -down res iden t i a l  p rope r t i e s .  [Autho r ’s  own  

images ]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  60 :  Ex te r i o r  f açade f rom s t ree t .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  61 :  No r the rn  façade .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  62 :  Ex i s t i ng  P l an  o f  69 Onepu Road .  (1981) .   

P rov ided by We l l i ng ton C i t y  A rch i ves .  

 

F i g s .  63 :  S i t e  D i ag ram .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  64 :  P l an .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  65 :  Ex te r i o r  pe r spec t i ve  f rom s t ree t ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  f l e x i b l e   
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po lyca rbona te  facades and o rnamenta ted sc reens .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  66 :  Ex te r i o r  pe r spec t i ve  l ook i ng  towa rds  cou r tya rd  f rom back edge  

o f  the s i t e .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  67 :  I n te r i o r  pe r spec t i ve  o f  bed room i l l u s t r a t i ng  p r i va te  cou r tya rd .   

[Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  68 :  I n te r i o r  pe r spec t i ve  o f  ha l lway space w i th  v i ew onto ma in   

cou r tya rd .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  69 :  C ross  sec t i on  th rough p roposa l ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  va ry i ng  l eve l s   

acco rd i ng  to  p r i vacy needs .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  70 :  No r the rn  façade and en t r ance to  the ex i s t i ng  Mosque .  [Autho r ’s   

own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  71 :  The sou th -wes t  co rne r  o f  the mosque ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  the i ndus t r i a l   

f acades .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  72 :  O r i g i na l  Basement  P l an  NTS .  [The F l e tche r  G roup Se rv i ces ]   

(1970) .  P rov ided by We l l i ng ton C i ty  A rch i ves .   

 

F i g .  73 :  O r i g i na l  Leve l  One P l an  NTS .  [The F l e tche r  G roup Se rv i ces ]   

(1970) .  P rov ided by We l l i ng ton C i ty  A rch i ves .  
 
F i g .  74 :  Renova ted Basement  P l an  NTS .  [A rch i t ec tu ra l  P l u s ]  (2000) .  

P rov ided by We l l i ng ton C i t y  A rch i ves .  
 
F i g .  75 :  Renova ted Leve l  One P l an  NTS .  [A rch i t ec tu ra l  P l u s ]   

(2000) .P rov ided by We l l i ng ton C i ty  A rch i ves .   
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F ig .  76 -80 :  Deve lopment  o f  sc reens  th rough the geomet r i c  abs t r ac t i on  o f  the ko ru .  

[Autho r ’s  own images ]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  81 & 82 :  Exp lo r a t i on  o f  the ko ru  th rough 3D fo rm .  [Autho r ’s  own images ]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  83 :  Photog raph i c  se r i e s  o f  the sp i r og raph mode l  i l l u s t r a t i ng  the pa t te rn  c rea ted by 

each subsequent  revo lu t i on .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  84 :  3D conceptua l i z a t i on  o f  the sp i r og raph se r i e s .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  85 :  I n i t i a l  man ipu l a t i on  o f  fo rm i l l u s t r a t i ng  the go lden - sec t i on  gu ides  i n f l uenced by the 

mode l  i n  F i g s .  80 & 81 .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) 

 

F ig .  86 :  Deve lopment  o f  fo rm .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

.  

F i g .  87 :  Same s tage o f  deve lopment  i l l u s t r a t i ng  cen t r a l  p raye r  space co re .  [Autho r ’s  own 

image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  88 :  Cu rved mash rab i yya  component .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  89 :  Man ipu l a t i on  o f  cu rved mash rab i yya  component  i n to  fo rm .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  

(2010) .  

 

F i g .  90 :  Subsequent  app l i c a t i on  o f  th i s  i n to  the mosque .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  91 :  Fu r the r  deve lopment  o f  the mosque w i th  i n i t i a l  l andscape des ign .  [Autho r ’s  own 

image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  92 :  Fu r the r  deve lopment  o f  l andscape and su r round ing u rban  
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contex t ,  i n c l ud i ng  ch i l d ca re  cen t re .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  93 :  Leve l  One N .T .S .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  94 :  Leve l  Two N .T .S .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  95 :  Leve l  Th ree N .T .S .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  96 :  Photog raph o f  mode l ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  ove ra l l  des ign .  [Autho r ’s  own  
image]  (2010) .  
 

F i g .  97 :  Sec t i on  th rough P raye r  Space .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  98 :  V iew f rom South -West  Co rne r .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .   

 

F i g .  99 :  Sec t i on  Sp l i t  th rough Mode l .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  100 :  V iew f rom No r th -West  Co rne r .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  101 :  C lo se -up o f  Mosque ,  i l l u s t r a t i ng  roo f  fo rm .  [Autho r ’s  own  
image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  102 .  V iew towa rds  the Mosque f rom the co rne r  o f  Queen ’s  D r i ve  and  
Cout t s  S t ree t .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 
F i g .  103 :  Ex te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ve  o f  En t r ance f rom Queen ’s  D r i ve .  [Autho r ’s   

own image]  (2010) .  
 
F i g .  104 :  South  Cou r tya rd  Space .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  
 
F i g .  105 :  M ina re t .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  
 
F i g .  106 :  V iew i n to  Ch i l d ca re  Cent re .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  
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F ig .  107 :  Ex te r i o r  Pe r spec t i ve  o f  the Weste rn  Façade .  [Autho r ’s  own  

image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  108 :  Mu l t i pu rpose Space .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

 

F i g .  109 :  V iew ascend ing  s ta i r s  f rom men ’s  p raye r  space .  [Autho r ’s  own  

image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  110 :  En t rance Foye r .  [Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  111 :  Sec t i on  B -B th rough Mu l t i - Pu rpose space and o f f i c e .  [Autho r ’s   

own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  112 :  Sec t i on  A -A th rough P raye r  Space and Mu l t i - pu rpose Space .   

[Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  113 :  V iew w i th i n  P raye r  Space f rom Lower  Leve l .  [Autho r ’s  own  

image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  114 :  V iew w i th i n  P raye r  Space f rom Women ’s  A rea .  [Autho r ’s  own  

image]  (2010) .  

 

F i g .  115 :  V iew w i th i n  Women ’s  Ab lu t i on  Space .  [Autho r ’s  own image]   

(2010) .  

 

F i g .  116 :  Photog raph o f  sc reen deta i l i ng ,  i nd i c a t i ng  sem i - t r ansc l ucen t  mate r i a l i t y .  
[Autho r ’s  own image]  (2010) .   

 


