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Frontispiece

For the Ngāi Tahu, the southern Māori people, the rise of the Southern Alps (”Kā Tiritiri o te
Moana” in Te Reo Māori) is described by the following legend as stated in Coates [2002]:

When still no land existed where New Zealand is nowadays, Aoraki and his three
brothers Rakiroa, Rakirua and Rārakiroa were rowing away from their home
land in their waka to find new ground to settle onto. While heading back to
the northern waters from the deceiving quest they got stuck and capsized on a
shallow reef. The vessel settled as the four brothers leaned over the portside to
balance it. They maintained this position for so long that they turned to stone
and earth. The tipped over part of the waka became the mountain range known
as the Southern Alps and the four brothers, whose heads and bodies stick out
the side of the embarkation, impersonate its four highest peaks.

Therefore the South Island, also called ”Te Wai Pounamu” (the Jade water), carries the name
of ”Te Waka o Aoraki” (Aoraki’s Canoe). And Mount Cook’s, Mount Dampier’s, Mount
Teichelman’s and Mount Tasman’s Māori names are respectively Aoraki, Rakiroa, Rakirua and
Rārakiroa.

This legend makes Ngāi Tahu the first people to admit the concept of the clockwise rotation
(looking north) of the uplifted rocks of the Southern Alps along the fault plane of the Alpine
fault.
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Abstract

The deep and middle sections of the Alpine fault have extensively been studied, however, the
shallow part has had relatively minor geophysical attention. This study focuses on the basement
geometry and the determination of the upper-crustal velocity structure of the Alpine fault in
the vicinity of the Whataroa River flood plain in Central Westland, South Island. Data from
a temporary gravity survey collected in November 2006, the GNS gravity database and four
of the westernmost shot gathers from the SIGHT96’s transect 1 were used for this project.
A ray-tracing software was used to establish the velocity structure of the shallow part of the
Alpine fault. Seismic velocities decrease to 3.8 km/s immediately southeast of the mylonite
strip, which is adjacent to the Alpine fault’s ramp heading towards the fault’s surface trace
from the southeast or from depth. Velocities of 5 km/s reach 2 km depth to the southeast of
the Alpine fault’s ramp. Results of the gravity and seismic models coincide in the positions and
the dimensions of two northwest-orientated glacial overdeepings. The strike of their alignment
is offset to the northeast by 3.5 km and is sub-parallel to the mouth of the Whataroa River. We
propose that these kettle holes, thought to have been carved successively during the Waimea
and Otira glaciations, are the beheaded river mouth of the Whataroa river. By supposing
that the furthest kettle hole was carved during the Waimea glaciation, the 3.5 km offset thus
corresponds to 140 Ka of dextral slip on the Alpine fault, we could approximate the mean
displacement rate over the time interval of 140 – 18 Ka of 25 mm/yr.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Motivation for this project

The central South Island of New Zealand is physiographically dominated by the Alpine fault
and the associated Southern Alps. Both transcurrent (35 mm/yr) and convergent motions
(10 mm/yr) are thought to be taken up or adjacent to Alpine fault. There is general agreement
that the Alpine fault has an associated Low Velocity Zone (LVZ) [Davey et al. 1998, Leitner
et al. 2001, Smith et al. 1995, Stern and McBride 1998], which Stern et al. [2001] modelled
to be three times longer in the down-dip direction than in the across-dip one. Garrick and
Hatherton [1973] brought evidence of the extent of the low seismic velocities at the surface
and as complement Stern et al. [2001] ensures that the high-fluid-pressure-induced LVZ reaches
depths as shallow as 8 km. However, little is known about the velocity structure between the
surface and 8 km depth in the direct vicinity of the Alpine fault. This thesis presents a new
image of the shallow part of the Alpine fault by building a seismic velocity structure derived
from seismic refraction data. This thesis will also aim to shed some light on the basement
geometry of the Whataroa River flood plain using both seismic and gravity modelling.

1.2 The West Coast geological setting

The West Coast of the South Island of New Zealand coincides with an absence of seismicity,
elsewhere omnipresent in New Zealand. It is delimited on the southeast by the Alpine fault,
with the parallel running Southern Alps, and on the northwest by the Tasman Sea. About
30 km north of Franz Josef township and 70 km south of Hokitika lies the Whataroa River
flood plain, the study area for this project (figure 1.1). It is bound to the west, east and
northeast by lateral glacial moraines [Suggate and Almond 2005]) and to the south by the
Price Range, that reaches 1000 m.a.s.l. less than 1 km from the Highway 6.
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Figure 1.1: Topographical map of the study area, showing the Whataroa township, the Highway
6 (thick red line) and the farm roads (thin red line). The Waitangitoana River, Whataroa
River, Perth River and Little Man River (also known as Dry Creek) are drawn and labeled.
Two granitic intrusions are found to the north of the Price Range, one is called Ralfes Knob,
the other is nameless. The thin black line is the assumed location of the Alpine fault’s surface
trace.
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1.2.1 General New Zealand tectonics

New Zealand lies on the tectonic boundary between the Australian Plate on the west and the
Pacific Plate on the east. The latter subducts under the Australian plate along the Hikurangi
Trough terminating north of Kaikoura. There, an oblique-compression motion occurs through
a set major faults in the northern South Island and along the Alpine fault. The latter extends
to the south into the Puysegur Trench offshore of Fiordland, where the northern subduction
pattern reverses its polarity [Davey and Smith 1983, Suggate 1963].

Plate motion

While plate motion on the Alpine fault was dominated by a strike slip motion until about 7 Ma,
significant convergence started and increased since then [Walcott 1998]. The current estimates
of the motion rates are as follows:

• Parallel motion: An average rate of 36 – 39 mm/yr (NUVEL-1A) [Beavan et al. 1999,
Walcott 1998] led to 850 km of dextral slip, 460 km of which have been accommodated
along the Alpine fault [Sutherland 1999].

• Perpendicular motion: A rate of 9 – 12 mm/yr [Beavan et al. 1999, Walcott 1998] led
to 100 km of east-west shortening of the South Island [Walcott 1998] with an estimated
19 km of crustal section uplifted along the Alpine fault [Tippett and Kamp 1993].

Main Faults

Major faults such as the Fraser fault [Jongens 2006, Young 1968] and the Bald Hill Ranges
Thrust fault [Rattenbury 1986] are to be found on the West Coast but not in the Whataroa
flood plain. The Alpine fault, which is a prominent feature in the area is:

• continuous for more than 500 km and is aligned with the Main Divide of the Southern
Alps [Sutherland 1999];

• thought to accommodate 70% of the plate motion [Norris and Cooper 1995];

• dipping at about 40◦ [Davey et al. 1995, Kleffmann 1999] and is expected to steepen
towards the surface [Braun and Beaumont 1995];

• and thought to be composed, on the scale of a few kilometers, by north and east-orientated
segments dominated by oblique thrusting and strike-slip motions, respectively [Norris and
Cooper 1995].

Crustal thickening

The crust, which is 25 – 30 km thick to the east and west of the South Island, reaches thicknesses
of 37 – 44 km 20 km east of the Southern Alps’ Main Divide [Avendonk et al. 2004, Davey
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et al. 1998, Holbrook et al. 1996, Kleffmann et al. 1998, Scherwath et al. 2003, Smith et al.
1995, Stern 1995, Stern and McBride 1998, Stern et al. 2000, Wellman 1979, Woodward 1979].
This asymmetrical thickening of up to 17 km [Scherwath et al. 2003] is thought to be due
to a decollement at the base of the Pacific crust, which is less resistant and therefore more
deformed than the Australian crust [Avendonk et al. 2004, Beaumont et al. 1996], separating
the Cretaceous oceanic lithosphere from its overriding metamorphosed sedimentary rocks. The
old oceanic crust is thought to thicken with the mantle lithosphere [Stern 1995, Walcott 1998,
Wellman 1979] while the overriding greywackes and schists are obducted along the Alpine fault
[Davey et al. 1998, Smith et al. 1995, Walcott 1998]. The up-thrusting of lower crustal rocks
results in the shoaling of the brittle-ductile transition from 15 km to 6 – 8 km depth [Norris
and Cooper 1995, Walcott 1998]. Beaumont et al. [1996] suppose that the mantle lithosphere is
subducting along into the asthenosphere, but teleseismic P-wave delay data suggest a uniform
thickening of the mantle lithosphere rather than subduction [Stern et al. 2000]. A cold and
dense zone has been suggested to lie beneath the crustal root at a depth of about 120 km [Stern
et al. 2001].

Low Velocity Zone

The Low Velocity Zone (LVZ) associated with the Alpine fault is coincident with the thickened
crust [Stern et al. 2001] and was first modelled by Scherwath et al. [2003] with wide-angle reflec-
tion data. At depths greater than 8 km, neither anisotropy nor the presence of unconsolidated
rocks can adequately explain the LVZ and therefore, Stern et al. [2001] propose that high fluid
pressure may be the cause for low seismic velocities. At shallower depths, Smith et al. [1995]
suggest that mechanical processes downgrade the rocks and the low velocities are likely to be
caused by faulted and strained rocks.

Uplift and denudation

The uplift rate is thought to be at least 16 mm/yr in the study area [Kleffmann 1999, Walcott
1979]. Erosion, which is a function of elevation [Wellman 1979] and of the climatic situation
(glacial patterns and precipitation rates), is said to have enhanced the denudation rates of
about 10 mm/yr for the Southern Alps [Blythe 1998, Tippett and Kamp 1993]. The uplift rate,
as well as the topography, diminish in both the northern (Hokitika) and the southern (Haast)
sections of the Southern Alps, localising the area of maximum deformation to the central South
Island [Kamp and Tippett 1993, Little et al. 2005, Walcott 1998].

Glacial history

The Otira glaciation, New Zealand’s Last Glacial Maximum, which reached its extremum at
18 Ka [Petit et al. 1999, Suggate 1990, Suggate and Almond 2005], and the Waimea glaciation,
which culminated at 140 Ka and had greater proportion than the afore-mentioned one, were
separated by the Kaihinu interglacial period (140 Ka – 100 Ka). The last glacial retreat began
at 14 Ka [Suggate and Almond 2005, Sutherland et al. 2006].
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1.2.2 Geology and features of the study area

Crustal terranes

The geology of the study area can be divided into two main crustal terranes:

• Western province. Rocks that are Precambrian to Devonian in age and were once a
part of Gondwana.

• Eastern province. A group of rocks consisting of mainly low-grade metasediments
formed during the Mesozoic. It includes the Torelesse greywackes and the Haast schists,
which are being up-thrusted along the Alpine fault.

Fault related rocks

On a more local scale, apart from clastic sediments, river gravels, glacial till as well as two
granitic intrusions, the rocks found in the vicinity of the Alpine fault are associated with fault
zones. Three types of rocks form at three distinct depths within a fault zone [Mooney and
Ginzburg 1986, Sibson 1977, Young 1968]:

• mylonites form at depth in a ductile regime in temperatures neighbouring 350◦C. Unlike
the two other types of rocks, mylonites have a foliated and cohesive structure.

• cataclasites result from elastico-frictional deformation usually at depths of about 4 km.
They are faulted and expose a random-fabric structure.

• fault gouge usually form superficially or at shallow depths. They are known to be
extensively deformed and faulted.

The shoaling of the brittle-ductile transition zone may result in diminishing of the formation
depth of these rocks.

South Westland Basin

Convergence has formed a flexural sedimentary basin known as the South Westland Basin
(SWB) [Cotton 1956, Nathan 1977]. Extending from Hokitika to Fiordland [Sircombe and
Kamp 1998], the SWB is limited to the southeast by the Alpine fault and thins offshore onto
the Challenger Plateau. It has been classified as a foreland basin [Harrison 1999, Sircombe and
Kamp 1998] as well as a prograding deltaic basin [Beaumont et al. 1996, Walcott 1998].

Rivers

Three rivers flow onto the Whataroa River flood plain, all of which cross the Alpine fault as
can be seen on figure 1.1:
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• Little Man River, also known as Dry Creek, is a late tributary of the Whataroa River
and joins the flood plain on the northeast of Whataroa.

• Waitangitoana River flows onto the southwest of the Whataroa township alongside the
western flank of the Price Range. One of its tributaries is Gaunt Creek renowned for its
Alpine fault outcrop.

• Whataroa River. Combining the flows of both the Whataroa River and the Perth
River, this river flows onto the southeast of the township alongside the eastern flank of
the Price Range.

1.3 Study strategy

Two geophysical methods are jointly used in this study:

• Gravity anomaly modelling.

• Seismic refraction ray tracing.

In chapter 2, a gravity line that runs across the Whataroa River flood plain (black circles
in figure 1.2) yields depths to basement used to constrain the seismic models. In chapter 3,
refraction first breaks from a seismic survey (beige inverted triangles in figure 1.2) running along
the Whataroa River and crossing the afore-mentioned gravity line are processed and modelled
by ray tracing. The resulting velocity structure provides an approximation of the extent of
the LVZ associated with the Alpine fault in the top 8 km of the crust. In chapter 4, available
gravity data (blue triangles in figure 1.2), which cross both the gravity and the seismic survey
lines, are used to assess the results of the two previous applied methods. The main results are
presented along with a discussion in chapter 5.
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Figure 1.2: Map showing the three datasets. The stations that were occupied for the gravity
profile of November 2006 (black circles) cut across the 1996 SIGHT project’s receiver array
(beige inverted triangles) and the GNS gravity line (blue triangles) collected in 1964. The
labeled station names are at the junction with another dataset.



8 CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION



Chapter 2

Gravity survey of the Whataroa flood
plain

2.1 Gravity Survey

The gravity survey was conducted in Whataroa during the 21 – 23rd November 2006. A total of
24 stations, including an absolute gravity station and two stations of the Institute of Geological
and Nuclear Sciences’ (GNS) gravity network, were occupied. The stations were spread across
the flood plain in a southwest-northeast direction either on the highway, on farm roads, on
paddocks or on the river gravel (figure 2.1).
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Figure 2.1: Map showing the gravity stations’ positions and names. The beige line represents
the intended survey line. The stations labeled ’A’ and ’B’ are common with the GNS gravity
network. ’BS’ is the Whataroa base station.
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2.2 Data

The gravity measurements were done with the Lacoste-Romberg analog gravity meter G-179.
A Trimble static GPS was used to calculate the station’s positioning and relative height. In
case the latter failed, a Garmin handheld GPS, a barometer and a thermometer were also used
throughout the survey. At least three correct readings per station were made for each analog
instrument (gravity-, baro- and thermometer) to minimise the reading errors.

A ’loop’ station was re-occupied each day to determine instrumental and temporal drift (figure
2.2c). The daily drift gradients and the result of the consistency check can be seen on figure
2.2b. All the stations were linked to the Whataroa base station (figure 2.2a) whose value was
used for the data reduction.

Figure 2.2: a. Information about the reference base station in Whataroa based on Roberston
and Reilly [1958]. b. Consistency check between the two data sets showing an overall discrep-
ancy of 0.03 mGals. c. Summary table of the daily loop stations and their relative temporal
drift gradient.

2.2.1 Data reduction

The data were reduced using Microsoft Excel. The mean of the three readings, X̄, is con-
verted into milliGals, XmGal, by the help of the gravitymeter’s latest reliable calibration table
(appendix A) updated by Toulmin [2006]:

XmGal = 4005.39 + [(X̄ − 3800)1.055009364] (2.1)
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The readings are drift corrected, Xcorr, for the temporal and instrumental drift, δ, as follows:

Xcorr = XmGal + [(t0 − t)δ] (2.2)

The static shift, gstatic, is obtained by subtracting Xcorr at the Whataroa base station to the
absolute gravity value at the same location [Roberston and Reilly 1958]. The observed gravity,
gobs, is thus defined by:

gobs = gstatic + Xcorr (2.3)

Hence, the anomaly is the difference between the observed value of gravity, gobs, and the one
predicted by an ideal Earth model, gpredicted, defined as:

gpredicted = g1930
lat −∆g(h)− TC (2.4)

The first term of the equation (2.4), g1930
lat , is the latitude-dependent gravity value predicted by

the 1930 International Gravity Formula:

g1930
lat = 978049[1 + 0.0052884sin(λ)2 − 0.0000059sin(2λ)2] (2.5)

with λ being the latitude at the station.

The second term of the equation (2.4), ∆g(h), is the height correction including the Bouguer
plate (2πGρh) and the Free Air (0.3086h) corrections. These are combined because they are
both dependent upon the height (in m), h, of the station. The height estimate from the Trimble
static GPS survey was 31.6 m above that predicted by the GNS model of height difference with
respect to the Geoid. So, to calculate ∆g(h), this value had to be subtracted from the heights
obtained to give the corrected height, hcorr:

∆g(h) = (0.3086− 2πGρ)hcorr (2.6)

where G=6.67310−11 m3/kg/s2 is the universal gravitational constant and ρ=2.67 Mg/m3 is the
assumed density for the Bouguer plate.

The third, and final, term of the equation 2.4, TC, is the terrain correction. The Hammer
[1939] method was used in the field to estimate the terrain correction of the inner zones. The
zone A (0 – 2 m) was chosen to be flat as the effect on gravity is inversely proportional to the
distance from the reading point to the terrain irregularity. Estimates on the field were carried
out for the Hammer zones B (2 – 16.6 m), C (16.6 – 53.5 m) and D (53.5 – 170.1 m). The values
in milliGals of the terrain corrections of the immediate 170.1 m that surround the station were
derived with the terrain correction table (see appendix B). The outer zones ’ terrain correction
(beyond 170.1 m from reading point) have been computed with the software tool gred.tcl [Rob
Davies 2000].

Pressure and temperature measurements were only used once in this survey to yield the relative
height of station N30. The height difference, ∆h, of a station with respect to a reference location
of known height can be derived with their temperatures in degrees Celsius (◦C), T and Tref ,
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and the pressure in milliBars, P and Pref , as described in the following equation, also known
as Babinet’s formula:

∆h = 16000(1 +
Tref − T

500
)
Pref − P

Pref + P
(2.7)

Hence, the Bouguer anomaly, gBA, which can be found in appendix C, is obtained as follows:

gBA = gobs − gpredicted (2.8)

2.2.2 Error estimation

The height and location data, obtained from the Trimble static GPS, had an uncertainty of
the order of 10 and 20 cm, respectively. This involves an error of the order of 6 and 0.01 µGal,
respectively. The barometer has a resolution of 0.1 mBar inducing an uncertainty of 1 m and
a gravity error of 0.03 mGal. The Garmin handheld GPS has a horizontal resolution of 15 m
causing an error of 0.012 mGal.

The estimated uncertainties of the inner zones of the terrain correction are thought to be of
0.01 mGal for the stations on the flood plain as almost no near-station terrain irregularities
were visible. However, the stations N1 – N3 and N28 – N30 were in proximity of important
topographical features (Southern Alps, glacial moraines) and have an estimated uncertainty of
25%.

Difficulties were experienced to level the gravity meter during field work and may have caused
unusual drift and erratic readings. All but one station were sampled by the same person
which attributes a low subjectivity to the readings. The gravity meter’s resolution is 0.01 units
corresponding to 0.01 mGal accuracy. However, the resulting converted values have a different
range of precision. The standard deviation in the reading ranged from 0.02 – 0.36 mGal, the
average being of 0.1 mGal. The standard deviation, σ, represents the mean difference of each
individual reading, xi, with respect to its mean value, x̄. The equation is as follows:

σ =

√∑N
i=1(xi − x̄)2

N
(2.9)

Model uncertainties are difficult to estimate but may come from the fact that a non 2-D array
is treated and modelled as two-dimensional. The horizontal resolution of the model might
therefore be decreased.

The non-uniqueness of the result, which is inherent to forward modelling methods [Zelt 1999],
is also to be kept in mind.

Finally, as mentioned by Kleffmann [1999], the total uncertainty for each station is determined
by using the quadratic sum of all the different contributing parts [Taylor 1982]. The different
sources of error and their attributed uncertainty are summarised in table 2.1.
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Table 2.1: Table of the estimated ± error in mGals for each data collecting process, for each
station and the total uncertainty for each station. Terr. Corr.: terrain correction, St. Dev.:
Standard Deviation, Quad. Sum: Quadratic Sum.

2.2.3 Regional gradient

To model the shallow structures the effect on gravity of lithospheric processes, such as the
crustal thickening, need to be removed by determining and subtracting the regional gravity
field from the observed gravity data. The complexity of the regional gradient in this region
made that we could not determine it on a map. Therefore, the model proposed by Stern et al.
[2000], displaying a thickened mantle and a 34-km-thick crust, is used to determine the regional
gradient (figure 2.3a).

As can be seen on figure 2.3b, the regional trend over the study area (close-up in figure 2.3c)
is approximately linear and is closely fitted by a line of equation:

y = −1.2685x + 0.7848 (2.10)

The regional trend, ϑ, which reaches more positive values towards the northwest is of
1.2685 mGal/km. To correct for the regional gradient, all the stations were projected onto
the intended survey line (beige line in figure 2.1). The result, found in appendix D, is a
regionally corrected Bouguer anomaly, BA:

BA = gBA − (ϑ× d) (2.11)

where d is the offset from the station to the line.
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Figure 2.3: a. The gravity model proposed by Stern et al. [2000] showing both the crustal
and mantle thickening. The two orange cones represent where mantle material replaced the
crust causing a positive density contrast of +0.4 Mg/m3. The central orange body repre-
sents the intrusion of crustal material into the mantle causing a negative density contrast of
-0.4 Mg/m3. The blue rectangle represents the asymmetrically thickened mantle with a density
that is 0.03 Mg/m3 greater than the surrounding mantle. b. Plot of the gravity anomaly caused
by the gravity model. The rectangle represents the gravity anomaly’s variation within the
study area. c. Close-up of the gravity anomaly in the study area. The straight line of equation
y = −1.2685x + 0.7848 closely fits the curve. The regional gradient is of ϑ=+1.2685 mGal/km
towards the northwest.
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2.3 Densities

The dominant basement geology of the west of the Alpine fault, whose geometry is expected
to be relatively unfaulted [Sircombe and Kamp 1998], has an estimated density of 2.67 Mg/m3

[Hatherton and Leopard 1964]. We made the assumption that we should only find sediments
overlying the basement as most stations were in the flood plain well away from the Alpine fault.
River gravels, clastic sediments, and glacial till, which are found by Langdale and Stern [1998]
to have thicknesses of 500 – 1600 m on the east of the South Island, have an average density of
2.20 Mg/m3, hence causing a negative contrast of -0.47 Mg/m3.

2.4 Model

The data were modelled in Grav2D. The value of gravity of the two basement stations were
subtracted to the data in Grav2D to take away the remaining gravity trend. The resulting
model is presented in figure 2.4b and the fit of the calculated gravity anomalies to the observed
ones is shown on figure 2.4a.
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negative density contrast of -0.47 Mg/m3. This figure has a 10x vertical exaggeration. b. Plot
of the fit of the observed gravity anomalies (blue dots), with their individual error bounds, to
the calculated ones (solid red line).
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2.5 Conclusions of the gravity survey

1. Depth to basement:

• 150 m under the Waitangitoana River

• 250 m under the Little Man River

• 300 m under the Whataroa River with a trough reaching 550 m depth 1 km northeast
of the river.

2. The buried erosion valleys of the three main rivers have kept their glacial shape.



Chapter 3

Seismic Refraction Survey

3.1 SIGHT

3.1.1 SIGHT - the project

The South Island Geophysical Transect (SIGHT) project was a joint undertaking from United
States and New Zealand scientists carried out during the first months of the year 1996. Its aim
was to investigate the South Island’s continental collision zone at depth. Although the data
collection campaigns span the whole of the South Island, the main area of focus was its central
part, where the narrowness is highly favourable to onshore-offshore seismic data acquisition
across the plate boundary [Okaya et al. 2002]. The geophysical methods involved in this large
scale campaign were mainly controlled seismic source and magneto-telluric, with the seismic
work carried out onshore and offshore of the South Island. The seismic experiments produced
four complementary data sets:

• land shots recorded onshore by land receivers

• offshore air-gun shots recorded:

– onshore by land receivers

– offshore by Ocean Bottom Seismometers

– offshore by a streamer array

Serendipitous teleseismic events from the western Pacific region were recorded and enabled the
modelling of the lithospheric thickening by Stern et al. [2000].

On land, two, 50-km-apart, northwest-southeast-orientated seismic transects were designed to
cross the central South Island from the Canterbury Basin over the Southern Alps to the West
Coast, perpendicular to the plate boundary. These land transects were projected offshore
towards the Tasman Sea and the Pacific Ocean where the scientific vessel R/W Ewing fired
various airgun lines to complete the seismic array [Scherwath et al. 1996].

17
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3.1.2 Transect 1

The deployment of the land Transect 1, north of Transect 2, approximately follows the Rangi-
tata River valley, across the Main Divide and down the Whataroa River valley. The receiver
array consisted of 400 one-to-three component instruments with a nominal spacing of 400 m.
Two different types of instruments were used to record the data:

1. The REFTEKs have a natural period of 4.5 Hz with a sampling rate of 4 ms and have
their three component motion sensors lodged in the same casing.

2. The EDAs, only used for land shot data collection, have a natural frequency of 2 Hz,
sample every 8.3 ms and have a separate housing for each sensor.

Each instrument was buried at a depth of about 30 – 50 cm or at least covered with soil to
maximise the coupling. The receivers were orientated parallel to the main line and the radial
component had an azimuth of 298◦ from the magnetic north. The timing of the instruments
was done either by integrated GPS clock, by time ”pulsing” with synchronised programmable
palm-top computers or by integrated synchronised clocks.

A total of 16 shots, with detonation charges ranging from 50 to over 1200 kg, exploded during
the nights of the 27 – 29th of January 1996 in order to minimise environmental background
noise. The data recorded by the EDAs were resampled for the sampling rate to match that of
the REFTEKs and the 90 seconds long traces were then stored in SEG-Y format.

3.2 Data

The dataset for this seismic study consists of the traces of the vertical components of 76
instruments (receiver number 1252 – 1552 both EDAs and REFTEKs) of four shot gathers
(Shot Point (SP) 13 – 16) shown in figure 3.1. The details of the four shots used in this study
are given in the table 3.1.

Table 3.1: Shot information of SP13, SP14, SP15 and SP16.
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Figure 3.1: Map of the shots’ (yellow stars) and receiver array’s location (beige inverted triangle)
along the Whataroa River valley. The receivers and the shot points were projected onto the
white line for the modelling. The approximate position of the Alpine fault’s surface trace is
represented by the thin black line.
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3.2.1 Data processing

Processing sequence

The data were processed with GLOBE CLARITAS. The dead and noisy traces were muted
but no surgical mute was applied. The data were debiased over the whole length of the traces.
A frequency filter (figure 3.2) was applied to segregate and discard the signals of undesired
frequencies. The first arrivals were estimated to be at a frequency of 15 – 20 Hz.

Hz
0

3 20

30

Figure 3.2: The frequency filter applied to the seismic data.

Furthermore, the data had their amplitudes balanced and averaged over the whole trace and
an Automatic Gain Control (AGC), with a window of 2000 ms, was applied. The first breaks,
whose travel times were reduced by 6 km/s, were picked manually on the ’sqc’ console of
CLARITAS.

Reciprocal travel times

Assuming that the Earth’s structure did not change during the experiment, the travel times,
when the location of a receiver and a shot point is interchanged, should be equal. If these
are not reciprocal, a verification of the picking method and of the receiver’s offset calculation
should be considered [Sjögren 1984]. The plot in figure 3.3 shows that the travel times of the
first arrivals of the four shots are reciprocal.

Data preparation for modelling

For the continuity of the model, the 76 receivers were projected onto a common line (white
line in figure 3.1), centered at SP13 (x0, y0), with an approximated azimuth of α ' 328◦. The
offset, d, of each point (x, y) to the reference line is:

d = −(x− x0)sinα + (y − y0)cosα (3.1)

The relative offset to SP13, the time delay and the first apparent-velocity analysis for each shot
are summarised in table 3.2. The picks files are exposed with their respective processed shot
gather in the appendix E.
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SP13SP13 SP14SP14 SP15SP15 SP16SP16

Figure 3.3: This plot displays the position and the first arrivals of SP13 (blue circles), SP14 (red
squares), SP15 (yellow triangles) and SP16 (crosses). The black vertical line are the projection
of the shot’s position along the array and the red horizontal lines between them shows that the
travel times are reciprocal within the the range of variability.

Table 3.2: Table showing the relative offsets from SP13, the time delay (between the turning-on
of the instrument and when the shot detonated) and the first apparent velocity analysis. The
’X’ notices that no velocity estimate of the specific layer could be made.

3.2.2 Error estimation

Data acquisition

Even though they were buried, the signal to noise ratio is decreased because the instruments
recorded the continuous humming of the near-by river, which is significantly greater on steep
slopes and during the summer months. This should, however, not matter for shots of large
charge size.

With only 50 kg of charge size, up to 24 times smaller than the other shots, SP13 detonated
at the surface (in the river) thereby decreasing the signal to noise ratio. The shot gather of
SP13 has its northwestern part dominated by noise (see appendix E.1) and 24 traces could
not be picked. The burial depth and the inaccuracy of the receiver’s clock are likely causes of
uncertainty whose values are difficult to estimate.
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Model

Apart from the estimated 25 ms error attributed to the manual picking of the first breaks,
there is also a possibility of misidentification of the first breaks. The two-dimensional model
is made from a curved receiver array and the location of the geological features may therefore
be misinterpreted. The ray coverage only reaches about 4 km depth and so structures deeper
than this are not claimed to be well constrained.

Although phenomena such as anisotropy and waveguiding are expected as possible causes of
seismic velocity modification (section 3.3), the modelling software does not account for them.
However, the depth of the charges have been accounted for in the modelling. The high frequency
’wobbles’ observed on the picks are assumed to be the result of near-surface structures, which
are difficult to model at this scale.

Other considerations

Ray-tracing forward modelling assumes the geometric ray theory, whose rapid result is a good
approximation of the structure. However, the ray theory does not directly provide information
about the wave amplitudes and frequencies, it only gives us the travel times of the rays [Stein
and Wysession 2003].

3.3 Constraints

Seismic velocities

The velocity constraints found in the literature are to be found in the table 3.3.

Table 3.3: Table of the velocity constraints found in the literature. In addition, a 50 – 100 m
thick layer of material with a velocity of 1.6 – 1.8 km/s is placed at the surface to compensate
for surface effects. gwke=greywacke, sch=schist and AF=Alpine fault.
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Causes of velocity variations

Two causes of velocity variation can be thought of:

1. Anisotropy may be observed in a media with important fracturing and/or foliation
[Smith et al. 1995, Stein and Wysession 2003, Stern and McBride 1998]:

• The magnitude of seismic velocity reduction is proportional to the level of fracturing.
For example, the formation of fault gouge reduces the protolith’s seismic velocity by
20% [Eberhart-Phillips 1995].

• The foliation of mylonites and of granitic gneisses (figure 3.4), and the important
schistosity of the high grade Haast schists are likely causes for anisotropy. The Haast
schists are thought to have an anisotropy of 17% [Okaya et al. 1995].

2. Seismic rays can be affected by Wave-guiding, a phenomenon caused by foliated struc-
tures or the presence of a LVZ, which redirects rays in a preferred direction.

Figure 3.4: Photography of a rock sample of the granitic intrusion east of Ralfes Knob presenting
important foliation. Its wet density is 2.66 Mg/m3. Each division is 1 cm wide. Courtesy of
Mark Rattenbury.

Expected geology

Except for the obvious Pleistocene sediments (glacial till, river gravel), the expectations are to
find cracked and fractured rocks adjacent to the Alpine fault as well as an important amount of
fault gouge and random-fabric cataclasites at the surface as suggested by Sibson [1977], Mooney
and Ginzburg [1986]. Furthermore a 1 km-thick layer of schist derived mylonites is exposed at
the surface and probably might thicken at depth [Norris and Cooper 1995].

Depth to basement

A depth to basement of about 250 m is assumed from the gravity survey about 13.5 km
northwest from SP13.
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3.4 Models

The refraction first breaks were modeled in MacRay. The figure 3.5 is the general velocity
structure of the shallow part of the Alpine fault that is accepted by forward modelling the four
shot gathers. There is, however a 5% discrepancy between shots with rays incoming from the
northwest (SP14 – SP16) and those with rays incoming from the southeast (SP13). The seismic
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Figure 3.5: This is the velocity/geological structure that is accepted for all the shot gathers. A
5% seismic velocity discrepancy is noticed for the area to the southeast of the mylonite strip
between the model of SP13 and the others.

models met the gravity constraints and coincided in the presence of:

• the mylonite strip which lies immediately to the southeast of the ramp of the Alpine
fault;

• the LVZ to the southeast of the Alpine fault’s surface trace;

• two concave cavities apparently dug out in the Quaternary and [art of the Tertiary
sediments;

• and the relatively unfaulted Tertiary and Quaternary sediments thickening towards
the sea.

The following four figures are the resulting ray-tracing models, with distances relative to SP13
and increasing towards towards the northwest. The top plots (figures 3.6a – 3.9a) show the
fit of the calculated travel times (red line) to the observed ones (black dots) as a result of the
propagation of the seismic rays through the velocity structure proposed by the modelled velocity
structure (figures 3.6b – 3.9b). The dashed red line is to show what the calculated travel times
would be if the area southeast of the Alpine fault would have the alternative velocity trend
(slower for SP14 – SP16, faster for SP13).
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Figure 3.6: a. Plot of the fit of the calculated travel times (red solid line) to the observed first
arrivals (blue dots) for SP13. The red dashed line show what the calculated travel times would
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The position of the Alpine fault’s surface trace is indicated. b. This is the modelled velocity
structure for SP13 along with its colour code. The position of the Shot Point (SP13) is labeled
as well as that where the gravity line crosses the seismic array. The Alpine fault’s surface trace
and the main characteristic velocities are also indicated.
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Figure 3.7: a. Plot of the fit of the calculated travel times (red solid line) to the observed
first arrivals (blue dots) for SP14. The red dashed line show what the calculated travel times
would be with slower velocities on the southeast of the mylonite strip as modelled for SP13.
The position of the Alpine fault’s surface trace is indicated. b. This is the modelled velocity
structure for SP14 along with its colour code. The position of the Shot Point (SP14) is labeled
as well as that where the gravity line crosses the seismic array. The Alpine fault’s surface trace
and the main characteristic velocities are also indicated.



3.4. MODELS 27

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

02468101214161820222426283032
Distance (km)

0

2

4

6

8

De
pt
h 
(k
m)

P-wave velocity (km/s)

Alpine fault

051015

Gravity line

SP15

202530
Distance (km)

0

1

2

R
e
d
u
c
e
d
 
T
r
a
v
e
l
 
T
i
m
e

 
 
 
 
T
-
(
D
/
6
)
 
(
s
)

SESE

b.

a.

NWNW

5.7
5.55

5.35
5.35

5.35
5.35

5.73.4

3.4
3.4

2.182.25 2.25

5.85

5.62

Alpine fault

1.8
3.9

Figure 3.8: a. Plot of the fit of the calculated travel times (red solid line) to the observed
first arrivals (blue dots) for SP15. The red dashed line show what the calculated travel times
would be with slower velocities on the southeast of the mylonite strip as modelled for SP13.
The position of the Alpine fault’s surface trace is indicated. b. This is the modelled velocity
structure for SP15 along with its colour code. The position of the Shot Point (SP15) is labeled
as well as that where the gravity line crosses the seismic array. The Alpine fault’s surface trace
and the main characteristic velocities are also indicated.
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Figure 3.9: a. Plot of the fit of the calculated travel times (red solid line) to the observed
first arrivals (blue dots) for SP16. The red dashed line show what the calculated travel times
would be with slower velocities on the southeast of the mylonite strip as modelled for SP13.
The position of the Alpine fault’s surface trace is indicated. b. This is the modelled velocity
structure for SP16 along with its colour code. The position of the Shot Point (SP16) is labeled
as well as that where the gravity line crosses the seismic array. The Alpine fault’s surface trace
and the main characteristic velocities are also indicated.
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3.5 Conclusions of the seismic refraction survey

1. The Alpine fault is dipping at an angle of about 50◦ in the top 8 km of the crust.

2. The seismic velocities of the Haast schists decrease from 5.3 km/s 9 km southeast of the
Alpine fault’s surface trace to 3.8 km/s immediately adjacent to the mylonite strip.

3. To the northwest of the Alpine fault, the Australian plate’s basement appears relatively
unfaulted and has seismic velocities that vary from 5 km/s superficially to 6 km/s at
depth.

4. 5% velocity discrepancy in the area southeast of Alpine fault.

5. 3.5 km to the northeast of the river mouth are two successive concave cavities over an
area of 10 – 12 km long filled with up to 600 m of material with similar velocity than
glacial till.

6. The base of the Quaternary and Tertiary sediments seem relatively unperturbed.

7. The sediments of the South Westland Basin reach a thickness of about 3.5 km at the
coast.
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Chapter 4

GNS Gravity Database

Available gravity data from the GNS database collected between 1953 and 1975 are included
in this study in an attempt to assess the results from the chapters 2 and 3. The data, in
conjunction with that of the gravity line in chapter 2, were analysed two different ways:

• A map of residual gravity was produced to verify the supposed basement structures.

• A gravity line, running parallel to the seismic line and across the first gravity line, will
assess whether the geological structure suggested in the seismic models in chapter 3 is
realistic.

4.1 Residual gravity

Data

The GNS gravity database has a scattered coverage of the Whataroa River flood plain, with
less than 0.15 station per square kilometer. A total of 47 stations, 25 of which are from the
GNS network (see appendix F) and 22 from the gravity survey studied in chapter 2, are used
to compute the residual gravity map (figure 4.1).

Regional correction

The data were regionally corrected by considering a line from the basement station N30 (yellow
line in figure 4.1) and extending it roughly parallel to the Alpine fault and applying the regional
gravity trend of 1.2685 mGal/km towards the northwest, as determined in section 2.2.3.

The azimuth of the line was determined by assuming that, in this area, the regional gravity
trend’s variations are approximately equal in a direction parallel to the Alpine fault’s surface
trace.
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Considerations

For consistency between the two data sets, the terrain correction of the outer zones of the GNS
stations were computed once again with gred.tcl [Davies 2002]. The mean difference was found
to be of 0.33 mGal which is in the range of variability.

Only the station to the northwest of the yellow line in figure 4.1 were considered as the purpose
of this analysis to map the basement features of the flood plain and not that of the river valley.

Residual gravity map

The residual gravity map was computed with GMT 4.1.3. by using the blockmean and surface
commands to fit a surface to the values of residual gravity. Instead of a coloured surface, isogals
were used to image the residual anomaly across the study area as the position of the residual
gravity anomalies relative to the landmarks are essential to consider. The main finding of this
analysis is stated in section 4.3.
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Figure 4.1: Residual gravity map of the Whataroa River food plain with the GNS network
stations (white inverted triangles) and those from the gravity survey from chapter 2 (black
dots). The yellow line passing through N30, striking roughly parallel to the Alpine fault’s
surface trace, was used to remove the regional trend from the data. The white outline delimits
an apparent continuity in the residual gravity field which is offset by more than 3 km (black
double-headed arrow) with the Whataroa River mouth.
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4.2 Additional gravity line

Data

The data of an 18-stations gravity line were used to produce the gravity model. The gravity
line follows the Whataroa River 3 km upstream from the Highway 6 and extend another 3 km
downstream across the Whataroa township in a southeast-northwest direction (figure 4.2).
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Figure 4.2: Map of the names and locations of the GNS gravity database’s stations used in this
analysis. The thin black line represents the approximate location of the Alpine fault’s surface
trace.

Regional correction

The regionally corrected gravity anomalies are equal to the difference between the Bouguer
anomalies and the regional trend assumed to be linear over the study area with an equation of:

y = −1.2685x + 0.7848 (4.1)



34 CHAPTER 4. GNS GRAVITY DATABASE

Densities

The background density is still assumed to be of 2.67 Mg/m3. The Tertiary sediments and
Quaternary sediments have been modelled with a density of 2.55 Mg/m3 and 2.28 Mg/m3,
respectively. Glacial till, Pleistocene river gravels and mylonites have densities of 2.10 Mg/m3,
1.90 Mg/m3 and 2.72 Mg/m3, respectively. The wet density of a sample of granitic gneiss
(figure 3.4) from the granitic intrusion east of Ralfes Knob was determined to be of the order
of 2.66 Mg/m3. The wet density of the sample was determined as follows:

ρ = m/v (4.2)

with m being the wet mass (in Mg) of the sample and v being the volume of water (in m3)
displaced by the sample.

Other considerations

The depth to basement of the first gravity line was considered. The model is not well constrained
as only one station is at close proximity of basement rock (station number 17/106). We have no
constraints on the geometry of the South Westland Basin other than the maximum sediment
thickness is of 4 km.

Model

The data were modelled in Grav2D. The resulting model as well as the fit to the data are shown
in figure 4.3. The finding of this analysis is in section 4.3.

4.3 Conclusions

• The residual map shows the presence of a southeast-northwest-orientated, 10 – 12-km-
long, 2 – 3-km-wide negative residual gravity anomaly continuity starting 3 – 4 km to
the northwest of the river mouth of the Whataroa River. It seems to have a double
gradational character in that it presents two negative minima.

• The additional gravity survey accepted the presence of bodies similar in dimensions and
density to those proposed in the seismic models.
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Chapter 5

Discussion and Conclusions

The two main findings of this thesis are:

1. Low Velocity Zone (LVZ) to the southeast and unfaulted basement geometry to the north-
west of the Alpine fault.

2. Evidence of a glacial overdeepings and beheaded river mouth to the northwest of the
Alpine fault.

5.1 LVZ and basement geometry

5.1.1 Major Fault model

Conceptual model for major faults

Sibson [1977] suggests that major dip-slip fault zones consist of two layers, where the first
has elastico-frictional and brittle behaviours that generate random fabrics fault rocks such as
fault gouge and cataclasites. The underlying second one has a ductile regime produces foliated
mylonitic rocks (figure 5.1). The separation between those two layers is the brittle-ductile
transition which usually corresponds to the 350◦C isotherm. Depending on the convergence
rates as well as the water saturation of the rock, the depth of the transition zone will be
altered.

As a result, a mixture of faulted and increasingly metamorphically downgraded rocks, called
the ’crush melange’, will be found on the hanging wall of the fault. Fault gouge and cataclasites
gather through cataclastic flow and/or progressive accumulation of cataclastic detritus in an
area on the footwall of the fault called the ’crush zone’ [Sibson 1977].
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Figure 5.1: Schematic drawing based on the conceptual model for major dip-slip faults proposed
by Sibson [1977].

Downgrading of rocks due to faulting

Mechanical processes are the likely causes of seismic velocity reduction in the shallow part of
faults [Mooney and Ginzburg 1986, Sibson 1977, Stern and McBride 1998] as high fluid pressure
is at greater depths [Smith et al. 1995, Stern et al. 2001]. The amount of velocity variation in
the fault-related rocks will depend on which mechanical regimes they have been formed in:

• Rocks formed in a ductile regime: The conditions defining the ductile regime are that
of high pressure, high temperature and high water content. Thus, these rocks are more
likely to be formed as the depth increases. On the fault plane, the ductile and aseismic
shearing produces mylonites [Sibson 1977]. There is little or no substantial difference in
seismic velocity between the mylonites and their protoliths although their foliation makes
them anisotropic [Mooney and Ginzburg 1986].

• Rocks formed in a brittle regime: Depending on the depth, cohesive cataclasites or
incohesive fault gouge will be produced and stocked on the surface portion of the fault
zone [Mooney and Ginzburg 1986, Sibson 1977]. The velocity reductions for cataclasites
and fault gouge are suggested to be of the order of 20% and 40 %, respectively [Mooney
and Ginzburg 1986].
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5.1.2 Model comparison with the findings of this study

LVZ on the southeast of the Alpine fault

The models derived from the refraction first breaks (figures 3.6 – 3.9) show that the seismic
velocities on the southeast of the mylonite strip decrease going towards the Alpine fault’s surface
trace. In this area, seismic velocities of 5 km/s reach 2 km depth. This is coincident with the
results of Garrick and Hatherton [1973]’s surface velocity study and this area is satisfactorily
explained by the concept of crush melange where the increasingly faulted and metamorphically
downgraded rocks accumulate [Sibson 1977] on the hanging wall close to the fault’s surface
trace.

However, we noticed a 5% apparent seismic velocity discrepancy between shots with rays in-
coming from the northwest (shot points (SP) 14 – 16) and those with rays incoming from the
southeast (SP13). This discrepancy could be the consequence of an anisotropic structure in
the area, such as that proposed by Little et al. [2002], Sutherland et al. [2006], Wightman
and Little [2007], but we rather attribute it to a mixture of anisotropy and three-dimensional
multipathing where the rays go through distinct ray paths around the cavities. We also need
to bare in mind that the only shot that displays this discrepancy is the one with the smallest
charge size and the noisiest shot gather (SP13). Hence, the modelling results (depth estimation,
position of the features) might be corrupted due to these imperfections. But as a whole, the
four seismic models are reasonably similar to allow us to be confident concerning the velocity
structure we propose for the shallow part of the Alpine fault.

A closer insight should be undertaken in the area southeast of the Alpine fault in order to check
for evidence and verify whether this velocity discrepancy signifies the presence of an anisotropic
structure associated with the Alpine fault.

Basement geometry on the northwest of the Alpine fault

On the northwestern side of the mylonite strip, apart from the concave cavities, the base of the
horizons of the Quaternary and Tertiary sediments seem relatively unperturbed. The fact that
the Australian plate appears unfaulted contradicts the concept of crush zone where cataclastic
debris accumulate on the foot wall of the fault [Sibson 1977].

Alpine fault model

The above interpretations enabled us to create a schematic model of the shallow part of the
Alpine fault, which can be seen on figure 5.2. On the latter we can see that the formation and
accumulation of fault related rocks is predominantly occurring to the southeast of the mylonite
strip. The brittle-ductile transition, located at 6 – 8 km depth, marks the upper threshold of
mylonite production. The pictured granitic intrusion has no depth or shape constraints but its
presence is inferred from the existence of other such features in the area, such as Ralfes knob.
To the northwest we can see the kettle holes, which have been carved out in the unperturbed
horizons of the Quaternary and Tertiary sediments.
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Figure 5.2: Schematic drawing of the model proposed for the shallow part of the Alpine fault.

5.2 Glacial overdeepings and beheaded river mouth

Glacial overdeepings

The geology structure resulting from the seismic models (figures 3.5) show two successive cav-
ities to the northwest of the Alpine fault’s surface trace, which are cut into the Quaternary
sediments and part of the Tertiary sediments.

From the seismic models (figures 3.6 – 3.9) we can see that the velocity of the material filling
the cavities, which is of roughly 2.18 km/s (average between 1.7 and 2.5 km/s), is similar
to that of glacial till. Herman and Braun [2007] proposed that during the Otira glaciation,
the Whataroa-Perth catchment glacier crossed the Alpine fault’s surface trace and entered the
Whataroa river flood plain (figure 5.3). We therefore propose those two cavities to be kettle
holes which mark the path and the terminal extent of a glacier. The cavity that is the closest
to the Alpine fault surface trace is about 2 km long and 300 m deep and the furthest one is
4 km long and almost 1 km deep.

This proposition is reinforced by the first gravity model, which showed that the erosional valleys
underlying the three main rivers have a characteristic ’U’-shape which is a sign of glacial erosion.
The dimensions and position of the cavities are coincident with the negative continuity in the
residual gravity field of the flood plain (white outline in figure 4.1). Furthermore, the additional
gravity survey in chapter 4 accepted the presence of a body of similar size, shape and material
than the kettle holes.

Beheaded river mouth

The glacier’s advance proposed by Herman and Braun [2007] indicates that the cavity was
carved out by a glacier flowing down the Whataroa River and the strike of their alignment



5.2. GLACIAL OVERDEEPINGS AND BEHEADED RIVER MOUTH 41

Perth River valley

Whataroa River valley

Figure 5.3: This figure shows the suggested advance of the Whataroa-Perth catchment glacier
onto the Whataroa River flood plain. Courtesy of Herman and Braun [2007].

is sub-parallel to the river valley. We, therefore, propose that the 3.5 km offset between the
continuity (marked by the two kettle holes) and the present day Whataroa river mouth (marked
by a double black arrow in figure 4.1) is in fact the result of dextral slip along the Alpine fault.
This means that the carved kettle holes are in fact the beheaded river mouths of the Whataroa
River.

The fact that there are two distinct cavities indicate that the carving must have occurred during
two different glacial advances. The literature provides information on the displacement rate
along the Alpine fault, based on the offset of glacial landforms detected from aerial photography:

• Estimation of 26 mm/yr over the Late-Quaternary [Sutherland and Norris 1995].

• Mean surface displacement of 23 mm/yr over the interval 79 – 18 Ka [Sutherland et al.
2006].

Considering the latest estimation (23 mm/yr), 3.5 km offset would have taken 150 Ka of dextral
slip on the Alpine fault to produce. Studies of atmospheric temperature of the Vostok ice core
suggest that the Otira glaciation (100 – 18 Ka) was preceded by a glaciation period of greater
extent, which is known as the Waimea glaciation, which culminated at 140 Ka [Petit et al.
1999].
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Supposing that the furthest cavity would have then been carved out during the Waimea glacia-
tion, the approximate 3.5 km offset is therefore suggested to have been the result of 140 Ka
of dextral strike slip motion. This means that over the last 140 Ka, which is when the glacier
ceased prograding, the mean surface displacement along the Alpine fault would be of the or-
der of 25 mm/yr, which is coincident with the estimates of Sutherland and Norris [1995] and
Sutherland et al. [2006].

Other such studies could be undertaken in areas similar to the Whataroa River flood plain to
measure the offset of glacial erosional valleys and yield a better-constrained displacement rate
along the Alpine fault. Flood plain such as the one of the Wanganui River and that of the
Waiho River would be appropriate to conduct such studies.

5.3 Summary of the conclusions

The four main conclusions derived from the findings of this thesis are:

1. The Low Velocity Zone on the southeast of the Alpine fault has seismic velocities around
5 km/s reaching a depth of about 2 km.

2. The horizons of the Quaternary and Tertiary sediments, as well as the Australian plate’s
basement rock appear to be unperturbed.

3. Two kettle holes, which are proposed to have been carved successively during the Waimea
and Otira glaciations, are suggested to be the beheaded river mouth of the Whataroa
River.

4. We propose a displacement rate for the dextral slip movement on the Alpine fault of
25 mm/yr over the last 140 Ka.
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Table A.1: Calibration table for the Lacoste-Romberg gravitymeter G-179
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Table B.1: Conversion table for the terrain corrections
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Table C.1: Reduction of the gravity data
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Table C.2: Reduction of the gravity data (continued)
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Table D.1: Determination of the regional gradient
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Table E.1: Pick file for Shot Point 13
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Alpine fault

Figure E.1: Processed shot gather of Shot Point 13
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Table E.2: Pick file for Shot Point 14
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Figure E.2: Processed shot gather of Shot Point 14
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Table E.3: Pick file for Shot Point 15
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Figure E.3: Processed shot gather of Shot Point 15



60 APPENDIX E. FIRST BREAK PICK FILES AND SHOT GATHERS

Table E.4: Pick file for Shot Point 16
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Alpine fault

Figure E.4: Processed shot gather of Shot Point 16
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Table F.1: The GNS data used for modeling
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